
plural) changes, as in Fowler’s
characteristically gruesome ex-
ample The ring-leader was hanged
and his followers /\ imprisoned (with
ellipsis of were).

4 omission of that in relative
clauses. See that 3b.

5 ellipsis in non-standard
speech. Ellipsis of auxiliary verbs
such as can, do, and have is a feature
of non-standard speech in AmE:
Well how you expect to get anywhere,
how you expect to learn anything?—
E.L. Doctorow, 1989 / I haven’t seen
you all summer, where you been at?
M. A. Dante, 2004.

6 punctuation mark. Ellipsis is
also used to mean a punctuation
mark consisting of (usually) three
full points tomark either a pause or
the intentional omission of words
(for example in quoting). When the
omission comes at the end of a
sentence, it is normal to add a
fourth point to mark the full stop.

else. 1 The usual possessive
forms are anybody else’s, someone
else’s, etc., and not (for example)
anybody’s else, although this was
used until the mid-19c: They look to
me like someone else’s, to be frank—
Penelope Lively, 1987 / We would like
to think our service is better than
anyone else’s—Daily Record, 2007.

2 In questions, else invariably
follows an interrogative pronoun,
as in What else did he say? Post-
ponement of else to the end of the
sentence, as in What did he say
else?, although possible up to the
early part of the 20c, is no longer
grammatical.

3 Thus use of else as a conjunc-
tion to mean ‘otherwise, if not’,
which is common in literature
since the Middle Ages, now seems
archaic but is still found in infor-
mal speech: Fortunately it [sc. a

staircase] was not spiral, else I would
have succumbed to vertigo—
B. Rubens, 1985.

elusive, illusory. The confusion
here has been greatly reduced by
the virtual disappearance from
the scene of the forms elusory and
illusive. This leaves elusive as the
adjective from elude, meaning
‘difficult to grasp (physically or
mentally)’, and illusory as the adjec-
tive corresponding to illusion,
meaning ‘deceptive, not real or
actual’. Examples of each: Prepar-
ations are now complete and they set
off in a few days’ time to try and
capture that elusive denizen of the
deep—the Loch Ness Monster—Stor-
noway Gazette, 1971 / The notion that
Britain has suddenly been rendered
entirely ‘safe’ or ‘secure’ is illusory—
Times, 2005.

email, short for electronic mail, is a
term that has become familiar
enough to be spelt as one word. Its
grammatical behaviour follows
that of mail, i.e. it is a noun and a
verb; you can email messages and
you can email people. See e-.

emails. 1 Writing and receiving
emails has become a common
enough activity during the last ten
years or so to warrant guidance
comparable to that for writing let-
ters (see letter forms). Generally
speaking, emails tend to combine
the immediacy of conversation
with the formality or semi-
formality of letter writing, a
situation that gives rise to dangers.
The main areas of uncertainty
concern method of address, closing
salutation, and level of formality
(or style) in the message.

2 method of address. A saluta-
tion (Dear—) is optional, and
tends to raise the level of forma-
lity of the email. Affinities to
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conversation encourage much
more casual salutations such as
Hello—and Hi—, as in a hastily
written message or in text messa-
ging (see text message).

3 salutation. Similarly, a closing
salutation such as Yours or Yours
sincerely increases the formality of
themessage. (If you feel the need to
write Yours faithfully you should be
writing a conventional letter with a
proper letterhead.) It is quite legit-
imate to close the email with a
simple statement of the sender’s
name, without any salutation. An
intermediate solution is to use a
more informal conversational sa-
lutation such as Best wishes or All the
best.

4 level of formality. The ten-
dency is to err on the side of infor-
mality andeven to omitpunctuation
and capitalization and to adopt the
conventionsof textmessaging (i dont
want to go to france this year do u).
This is inadvisable except in the
most informal communication with
contacts the writer knows well
enough not to offend by such an
approach. Another habit, that of
writing emails entirely in capital
letters, should be avoided.

embargo has the plural form em-
bargoes.

embarrass, embarrassment are
spelt with two rs and two s’s.

embed is spelt em-, not im-.

emigrant, immigrant, mi-
grant. 1 An emigrant is someone
who leaves his or her home coun-
try to live in another country; and
an immigrant is one who comes to
live in a country from abroad. The
same person is therefore an emi-
grant on going through the exit
gate at a port or airport and is an

immigrant when given permission
to take up residence in the country
of arrival. The corresponding verbs
are emigrate and immigrate. (Note
onem in emigrant etc. and twoms in
immigrant etc.)

2 A migrant is (a) a migrating
animal or bird, (b) in Australia and
New Zealand, an immigrant, or
(c, in full economic migrant) someone
who travels from one country or
area to another to find work or an
improved standard of living. An
émigré (French = having emigrated)
is a political emigrant, originally
one from France during the French
Revolution.

emote is a back-formation mean-
ing ‘to express emotion’. It is
first recorded in America in 1917,
and although it was once largely
restricted to the language of ballet
and theatre critics and to photog-
raphy it has expanded more re-
cently into general usage: The
female sitter had to emote in some
way, either by dressing up or by gaz-
ing with drooping head into a bowl of
flowers—Amateur Photographer,
1970 / How are you going to get up
and emote in front of an audience?—
L. S. Schwartz, 1989 / She settles in
her seat, accepts coffee, flirts with the
ticket-collector, cuts up rough about
the price of a first-class upgrade, gets
distraught at the sight of someone
narrowly missing their train, and
generally emotes all over the place—
Independent, 2002.

emoticon. The word is a blend of
emotion and icon and denotes a rep-
resentation by means of standard
word-processing keystrokes of
a person’s face (normally the
writer’s) expressing a particular
emotion such as anger, fear, frus-
tration, surprise, delight, etc. It is a
common feature of emails and text
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