
great writers (So lovelily the morning
shone—Byron, 1813), now seems too
awkward for everyday use, and is
best replaced by the type ‘in a
lovely manner’. See -lily.

lovey, a colloquial form of ad-
dress to a loved one or (in more
recent use) to a theatrical col-
league, is spelt in this way, not lovy.
The plural is loveys. An alternative is
luvvy, plural luvvies.

low, lowly. Low is an adjective
(a low ceiling) and adverb (to aim
low / to lie low). Lowly is an adjective
meaning ‘humble, modest’ (of lowly
station); its use as an adverb is
now largely confined to poetry.

lunch, luncheon. Lunch is now
the standard word for a midday
meal, and luncheon seems affec-
tedly formal (and the commerc-
ial term luncheon voucher is fast
disappearing).

lunge, meaning ‘to make a
suddenmovement forward’, has the
participial form lunging, not lungeing,
which means ‘exercising a horse
with a long rope (or lunge)’.

luxuriant, luxurious. These two
words, both connected with the
word luxury (in turn derived from
the Latin word luxus meaning
‘abundance’), have got in each
other’s way since the 17c. None-
theless, their meanings are dis-
tinct, as R. M. Ballantyne
recognized in two uses in his Coral
Island (1858): The trees and bushes
were very luxuriant / Altogether this
was the most luxurious supper we had
enjoyed for many a day. Essentially,
luxurious, the more general word,
means ‘rich or abundant in luxur-
ies or comforts’ whereas luxuriant

has the specific meaning ‘rich or
abundant in foliage or vegetation’.

-ly forms adverbs (boldly, quickly;
see adverb 2) and adjectives
(goodly, kindly). Some adjectives
form adverbs in -ly in addition to
being used as adverbs themselves,
always with distinctions in mean-
ing (e.g. dear / dearly, direct / directly,
hard / hardly, right / rightly, tight /
tightly). See the entries for these
words, and for other aspects see
-edly; -lily.

lychee (pronounced liy-chee), the
name of a Chinese fruit, is spelt
this way rather than lichee or litchi,
although these forms are domin-
ant in AmE (and are pronounced
lee-chee).

lychgate, meaning ‘a roofed gate-
way to a churchyard’, should be
spelt lych- and as one word, and no
longer lich-. It is derived from the
Old English word lı̄c meaning
‘corpse’, because the gateway was
formerly used at burials for shel-
tering a coffin until the clergy-
man’s arrival.

lyric, lyrical. Lyric is the adjective
to use when referring to a type of
poetry that expresses the poet’s
feelings in set forms such as an ode
or sonnet (lyric poet / lyric verses). A
lyric is a poem of this kind, and in
modern use lyrics (plural) denotes
the words of a popular song. Lyrical
is occasionally used for the adjective
lyric (as in Wordsworth’s title Lyrical
Ballads, 1798), but predominantly
means ‘using language appropriate
to lyric poetry’, and is therefore
more allusive and descriptive. It is
also used in the expression wax lyr-
ical, meaning ‘to talk in enthusiastic
terms about something’.
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