
modern examples follow: Para-
phernalia in his flat included Indian
clubs and an adapted table to which
boys were tied—Independent, 1989 /
Exposed beams, road signs and
horsey paraphernalia, it [a pub] had
the perfect mix without being twee—
Mirror, 2007.

parasitic, parasitical. Both
forms are in use as adjectives de-
rived from parasite (normally in its
figurative meaning): This parasitic
castle life had left my funds compara-
tively intact—Patrick Leigh Fermor,
1986 / I am keen on police checks on
people working with vulnerable
adults. But who is doing the police
checks? Yes—another hateful, skin-
flint, parasitical private agency—
Guardian, 2002.

paratroops, meaning ‘troops
equipped to be dropped by para-
chute’, is a plural noun. The force is
called a paratroop regiment, and a
member of this is a paratrooper.

parcel. The verb has inflected
forms parcelled, parcelling in BrE, and
in AmE usually parceled, parceling.

parenthesis. 1 Parenthesis is a
term denoting an aside or extra re-
mark that is added to a sentence; it
is normallymarked off by brackets,
commas, or dashes, and the rest of
the sentence is grammatically
complete without it. Parentheses
can be single words, phrases, or
whole clauses: In Italian, a language
he had been told was the same as
Rumanian, he asked to be directed to
the British Legation—Olivia Manning,
1960 / He and Moira (then a milk-
man’s pretty daughter) grovelled
together long and effectively enough
to cause the eventual birth of their
son Rick—TimWinton, Shallows, 1985
/ On Thursday I come back from work
to an empty house—Kate is spending

the night at a girlfriend’s house
again—and the stillness and solitude
calm me down—Angela Lambert,
1989 / Once, I told one of the men to
do something, and he—my father,
that is—asked me what it would be
like if I couldn’t order men around
any more—D. Leon, 2006.

2 Parentheses (plural) are, in
printing terminology, round
brackets. See brackets.

pariah, meaning ‘a social out-
cast’, is pronounced p@-riy-@ to
rhyme with Isaiah.

parking attendant has replaced
traffic warden as the name of the
street official in the UK. Since
the primary function of the job
remains punitive rather than
supportive, this must be regarded
as a euphemism.

parley, meaning ‘a discussion of
peace terms’, has the plural form
parleys, and as a verb has inflected
forms parleys, parleyed, parleying.

parliament, parliamentary.
Both words are spelt with an a in
the middle, but are pronounced
with the -ia- as a single syllable.

parlour is spelt -our in BrE and
parlor in AmE.

parlous was described by Fowler
(1926) as ‘aword thatwisemen leave
alone’, and the current edition
(2006) of the Concise Oxford Dictionary
marks it as ‘archaic or humorous’.
This is a sad fate for a long-serving
word, originally formed as a variant
of perilous and for many centuries
used side by side with it in the same
range of meaning. It can be safely
used in the expression in a parlous
state (or condition) even in only mod-
erately formal English: He was al-
together in a parlous state: theweather

parasitic F parlous 478
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