OXFORD ROLLERCOASTERS
The Same Stuff as Stars     Lesson 1

OHT 1a

Questioning the Cover
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Author’s name: Why is the author’s name in the largest font?
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Award line: Why has this information been included 
on the cover?

Title: What information does 
it suggest about the story?
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	Typography: What does the style of the lettering suggest?
Image: What clues are there in the elements and composition of the image as to what the story might be about? 

Consider:
· Girl’s dress and feet
· Viewpoint
· Setting
· Stars imprinted on beach
· Colours



Extract From Chapter 1 

Wishing on a Star

When she heard the first yelp, Angel was at the sink washing the supper dishes. She thought the sound had come from the couple in the upstairs apartment beginning their nightly fight. She was late washing up, having waited supper, hoping that since it was Friday, Verna would get home in time for the three of them to sit around the table and eat together like a family.


It was when the yelp turned into crying that she realized where it was coming from. “Bernie!” Angel raced down the hall to the living room, not even stopping to wipe the suds off her hands. Bernie sat on the rug, whimpering and staring at the couch. Flames were dancing up from a worn cushion. “What are you doing?” she yelled, slapping the open box of kitchen matches from his hand. The matches scattered over the rug. “You want to kill us all?”


I just wanted to see if it would really burn,” he said, still whimpering.


She raced back to the kitchen and grabbed the dishpan, not stopping to take out the dishes before she ran back to the fire.

Extract From Chapter 1 

Wishing on a Star

	When she heard the first yelp, Angel was at the sink washing the supper dishes. She thought the sound had come from the couple in the upstairs apartment beginning their nightly fight. She was late washing up, having waited supper, hoping that since it was Friday, Verna would get home in time for the three of them to sit around the table and eat together like a family.


It was when the yelp turned into crying that she realized where it was coming from. “Bernie!” Angel raced down the hall to the living room, not even stopping to wipe the suds off her hands. Bernie sat on the rug, whimpering and staring at the couch. Flames were dancing up from a worn cushion. “What are you doing?” she yelled, slapping the open box of kitchen matches from his hand. The matches scattered over the rug. “You want to kill us all?”


I just wanted to see if it would really burn,” he said, still whimpering.


She raced back to the kitchen and grabbed the dishpan, not stopping to take out the dishes before she ran back to the fire.


	Who is she? Is she a central character?

Who is yelping? Are they hurt?


What kind of area does she live in?


Who is Verna? Does Verna arrive home late a lot?

Who is Bernie? How old is he?


Why is he staring at the couch?


Where did he get the matches from?


What will happen next? 

Will Angel be able to put the fire out? Will Verna come home?


Role-on-the-Wall



Great-Grandma

On page 49 there is a description of Angel’s great-grandma. Underline all of the words in this extract which make her sound like a fairy-tale witch.


“So this is Angel.” The old woman stretched out a bony finger as though to touch her.


Angel shrank back a little. She didn’t mean to, but she couldn’t help it. There was a funny stale smell coming from the bundle of blankets in the rocker.


“I won’t bite you, girl.” Angel turned to look straight in the woman’s face. Was that what the witch had said to Hansel and Gretel? A black mole with a stiff wire of white hair coming out of it grew almost on the tip of the old woman’s nose. Just like a witch, except…


“You remember me?” She peered up into Angel’s face. There was a little spit in the corner of her mouth.


Angel started to shake her head, but something stopped her. “I used to – to play with your nose,” she said.


The woman cackled her rusty laugh. “That’s right, you did. I forgot that.”

Consider the words that you have underlined and draw a picture of Great-grandma in her rocking chair.


Swap your drawing with a partner and label it with quotes taken from the underlined words at the top of the page. What has your partner missed out from their picture?

All About Verna 

	…squeezing Bernie’s arm and looking like a wasp about ready to sting. 

(page 15)



	“For chrissake, Angel, put on your stupid shoes.”

(page 17)



	“I swear, sometimes you kids act like snails on Valium…” 

(page 22)



	She was afraid to put anything down…for fear Verna would make her leave it behind.

(page 24)



	“I never thought about lunch. I’m sorry, old man.” 

(page 26)



	“I like to hear my babies being happy.” 

(page 28)



	“Give me a break, Angel. I don’t always do what I ought to, okay? Satisfied?”

(page 29)



	“Well, you wake him up I’ll be inside.” 

(page 33)




Tracing the Star Theme

Brainstorm how the significance of stars has been shown in the novel so far, then fill in the remaining boxes.





Expanded Noun Phrases

Complete the noun phrases below using adjectives from the box beneath them.
The grass was stubby, and the occasional ________________ bush dotted the ________________
ground. There was no sign that the farm on Morgan Farm Road existed anymore. There wasn’t even a barn. Just the ________________ house, the ________________ yard, the ________________ ​trailer, and the small, ________________ field, which was beautiful at night but poor and scrabbly in daylight. 

“I choose the adventure of going into the yard and trying to discover ________________ treasure.”

“In those piles of junk in the yard there lies a ________________ treasure, just waiting for you and me to discover it.”

The chief ________________ pile was a small hill of ________________ metal. She guessed it was ________________ farm machinery of some sort. She was afraid to touch it. You got ________________ diseases if you cut yourself on________________ metal, didn’t you? Lockjaw or something. “This is the ________________ pile for treasure,” she said as Bernie caught up with her.

She ignored him and picked her way around the yard to the ________________ shed. The door sagged like it was worn out from trying to stand up straight for too many years. There was an ________________ orangy latch that could no longer fasten, from which drooped a ________________ lock, its ________________ shackle hanging open. She pulled at the door, but the bottom was embedded in dirt and it didn’t move. She gave it a tremendous jerk, yanking it wide enough open to peer in. “It’s like the door to the ________________ Garden,” she whispered.
	hilly
	junk-filled
	small
	junk

	useless
	old
	wonderful
	rusting

	wrong
	Secret
	prickle
	rusted

	hidden
	broken-down
	encrusted
	terrible

	rusty
	discarded
	empty
	


Treasure Hunt Game – The Game Board


Treasure Hunt Game – Treasure Chest Cards

Stick onto a piece of card, then cut out and shuffle before playing.

	In the first chapter, what good luck sign does Angel see in the sky? 

The first night star.

Correct answer moves forward 3 spaces
	What is Angel hoping Verna won’t notice when she gets home from work.

The burning smell in the apartment. 

Correct answer moves forward 3 spaces

	On the morning they visit Wayne, how does Angel make sure they leave early?

She gets breakfast for herself and Bernie, and makes coffee for Verna.

Correct answer moves forward 3 spaces
	Why does Angel feel it’s important they visit Wayne in prison?

So he knows they haven’t forgotten him.

Correct answer moves forward 1 space

	What is the name of Angel’s blue cuddly bear? 

Grizzle.

Correct answer moves forward 2 spaces
	What song do they sing on their journey?

The Bear Went Over the Mountain. 

Correct answer moves forward 5 spaces

	How do they get to a service station after the pickup gets a flat tyre?

Someone stops and offers to tell the service station to send a tow truck. 

Correct answer moves forward 3 spaces 
	How do they pay for the new tyre?

Verna calls a friend who comes and pays.

Correct answer moves forward 3 spaces

	Does Angel remember having met Great-grandma before? 

Yes, she played with her nose when when she was very little.

Correct answer moves forward 2 spaces 
	Who does Great-grandma convince Bernie that the man outside is?

Santy Claus, keeping track of children. 

Correct answer moves forward 2 spaces

	What does Bernie think of Great-grandma?

He seems to like her.

Correct answer moves forward 4 spaces
	Why is Grizzle so special to Angel?

He was the last present her dad, Wayne, gave her.

Correct answer moves forward 1 space

	What makes Angel gasp when she goes outside on her first night at Grandma’s?

The sky was full of stars.

Correct answer moves forward 3 spaces
	What does the star man tell Angel about the elements that make stars?

That people are made from the same stuff as stars. 

Correct answer moves forward 1 space


Treasure Hunt Game – Fools Gold Cards 
and Character Counters

Stick onto a piece of card, then cut out and shuffle before playing. 

Note that these ‘Fools Gold’ cards are tinted, unlike the ‘Treasure Chest’ cards.


	What did Bernie do at the very start of the book?

He set the couch cushion alight (to see if it would burn). 

Incorrect answer goes back 1 space
	How does Bernie spoil Angel’s star wish?

He wishes that Daddy (Wayne) would never come home.

Incorrect answer goes back 2 spaces

	Why does Angel always take money and a key with her?

Because Verna once forgot her and Bernie and left them in an all-night diner. 

Incorrect answer goes back 2 spaces
	How does Angel set off the alarm when they go to visit Wayne in prison?

She has put some money in her sock. 

Incorrect answer goes back 1 space

	What does Verna always forget to do when she is driving?

Wear her seat belt. 

Incorrect answer goes back 2 spaces
	Why does Verna get angry with Bernie and storm out of McDonalds?

Bernie knocks over his soda (drink).

Incorrect answer goes back 1 space

	What happens on their journey to Grandma’s that delays them?

They get a flat tyre (and Verna doesn’t have a spare).

Incorrect answer goes back 2 spaces
	When they arrive at Great-grandma’s is she expecting them?

No.

Incorrect answer goes back 2 spaces

	Who does Bernie think the shadowy figure in the yard is?

A robber with a gun. 

Incorrect answer goes back 1 space
	What makes Angel realize that Verna isn’t going to stay with them?

She didn’t pack any clothes or bring the TV or the pots and pans.

Incorrect answer goes back 2 spaces





Extract from Opening of Chapter 9

	The shed, as Angel might have guessed, was piled with junk, but there was enough space for the two children to slip in. There was a small dirty window on either side and, to her surprise, light coming in from above. Not from an unpatched hole, but from a little tower with holes as though someone had put them there on purpose. Then she remembered the fourth-grade field trip to see maple syrup being made. That building had a tower with holes in it to let steam and smoke rising from the boiling sap escape. So what she’d thought was a shed in Grandma’s yard was really a sugar shack, long past its maple sugaring days. Around the walls the children could see stacks of old papers and magazines, a baby bed, a highchair, something that might once have been a lawn mower, rusting sap buckets and large metal pans. In the middle, loaded down with more papers, was the old boiling stove, a piece of rusted pipe still hanging from the wall.

Bernie wrinkled up his nose. “It stinks in here.”

It did smell in the shed, like mold and rot, and something sickly sweet, left over from its days of glory when sap had boiled down to syrup on the stove.
	Adjectives are negative to describe the place as run-down

Alliteration to make more memorable

Post-modification – shows how some of the complex sentences work to add detail



Listing – appear to sense of sight to give impression of crowded shed

Use of inserted phrase with commas to add more detail

Complex sentence - appeals to sense of smell to reveal that place is abandoned and has not been used for a long time




Extract from Carrie’s War
Nick clung to Carrie’s sleeve as they went through the door into a long, dark room with pointed windows. It was crowded and noisy. Someone said to Carrie, ‘Would you like a cup of tea, bach? And a bit of cake, now?’ She was a cheerful, plump woman with a sing-song Welsh voice. Carrie shook her head; she felt cake would choke her. ‘Stand by there, then,’ the woman said. ‘There by the wall with the others, and someone will choose you.’

Carrie looked round, bewildered, and saw Albert Sandwich. She whispered, ‘What’s happening?’ and he said, ‘A kind of cattle auction, it seems.’

He sounded calmly disgusted. He gave Carrie her suitcase, then marched to the end of the hall, sat down on his own, and took a book out of his pocket.

Carrie wished she could do that. Sit down and read as if nothing else mattered. But she had already begun to feel ill with shame at the fear that no one would choose her, the way she always felt when they picked teams at school. Suppose she was left to the last! She dragged Nick into the line of waiting children and stood, eyes on the ground, hardly daring to breathe. …

Nick’s hand tightened in hers. She looked at his white face and the traces of sick round his mouth and wanted to shake him. No one would take home a boy who looked like that, so pale and delicate. They would think he was bound to get ill and be a trouble to them. She said in a low, fierce voice, ‘Why don’t you smile and look nice,’ and he blinked with surprise, looking so small and so sweet that she softened. She said, ‘Oh it’s all right, I’m not cross, I won’t leave you.’

Minutes passed, feeling like hours. Children left the line and were taken away. Only unwanted ones left, Carrie thought. She and Nick, and a few tough-looking boys, and an ugly girl with a squint who had two little sisters. And Albert Sandwich who was still sitting quietly on his suitcase, reading his book and taking no notice. He didn’t care! Carrie tossed her head and hummed under her breath to show she didn’t either.

Someone had stopped in front of her. Someone said, ‘Surely you can take two, Miss Evans?’

‘Two girls, perhaps. Not a boy and a girl, I’m afraid. I’ve only the one room, see, and my brother’s particular.’

Particular about what, Carrie wondered. But Miss Evans looked nice; a little like a red squirrel Carrie had once seen, peering round a tree in a park. Reddish brown hair and bright, button eyes, and a shy, quivering look.

Carrie said, ‘Nick sleeps in my room at home because he has bad dreams sometimes. I always look after him and he’s no trouble at all.’

Miss Evans looked doubtful. ‘Well, I don’t know what my brother will say. Perhaps I can chance it.’

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden

Angel’s Breakdown

Note what Angel does on the protruding tip of the iceberg, and how she is feeling under the surface of the iceberg.

Changed Relationships: 

Angel, Great Grandma and Bernie

	Not Assertive
	Assertive

	“Bernie, don’t be a baby. You’re seven years old.” (page 9)

She wanted to remind Verna to fasten her belt, but she didn’t. Verna was in such a snit. (page 11)
Angel grabbed his hand. “We better stay here,” she said. “It’ll just make her madder if we get out.” (page 29)
“You get a toy in a Happy Meal,” Angel whispered. (page 34)
Bernie looked like he was going to cry, so Angel handed him the rest of her hamburger. (page 38)
“Want me to heat this up?” she asked, keeping an eye on Verna, who was still puffy with anger.  (page 59)
“Do you want milk or sugar?” she asked timidly. (page 76)
If Bernie was spoiled, it was probably all her fault. She wanted him to be happy, that was all.    (page 79)
	“Oh, be quiet, Bernie. Grandma’s just teasing you.” (page 111)
“Shut up, Bernie. There’s lots to eat. You’re just too picky. That’s your problem. If you’re starving to death, you eat rats and weeds. That’s what really hungry people do.” (page 113)
“I know you don’t approve of cooking from a book, but I don’t know any other way to learn, and if I’m supposed to give you and Bernie a well-balanced diet, I got to get some help somewhere.”   (page 116)
“They’d pay attention to you if you called them.” (page 141)
She stared back. She wasn’t going to let them think they could humiliate her.  (page 154)
“You’re catching on, Grandma. I’ll have you trained yet.” (page 165)
“I figured you and me need a treat once in a while.” (page 174)
“It’s not you fault. Sometimes people are just unlucky. Or their children get in with the wrong crowd or something. You can’t take the blame for that.” (page 176)


Heavenly Bodies and Celestial Symbols

Many of the astronomical images used by Katherine Paterson help to reinforce various themes in the novel – they become symbols for something else. Look at the quotes arranged under the various symbols and reread the pages they come from. (Note that some of these are from later stages of the novel, but finding the quotes on these pages will not give the plot away.)

Then think about the following questions for each symbol:

· Why do you think the symbol might be important to the story? 

· What do you think it means or stands for?

· Does its meaning change over the novel – is there any development?

Light-years

· “We’re not even looking at stars. We’re looking at the light from stars so far away it takes the light from the nearest star about two million years to travel from that star to your eye” (page 72)
· “So that doesn’t make fourteen years seem so long, does it?”  “No.”  (page 108)
· How many of them knew that the star Rigel was 545 light-years from earth? They probably didn’t even know what a light-year was. (page 154)
Polaris

· …the only star that never changes its place in the sky, at least not so that you can notice it  (page 160)
· It was easy for Angel to find the North Star now. Why had it seemed so hard last summer? (page 179)
The Sun

· The thrill was long gone, but the duty had become like the sun in the solar system, the center around which all the other parts of her life revolved. Without it, she would likely fly to pieces. (page 103)
· …she wished they hadn’t found out quite so soon. Before, she was nothing in their eyes, but now, though still less than nothing, she was as visible as the sun. Which she bet they didn’t know was 93 million miles away – the closest star. (page 154)

· He wanted to prove that the sun was the center of the universe – not the earth, as most people believed. (page 185)
Andromeda Galaxy

· She’d read about it in her book, but now she was actually seeing it. Andromeda! A whole other galaxy…She gasped at the beauty, the glory of the night.    (pages 179-180)
Quote Quest




Plotting the Narrative Structure

	Story Sequence
	The Same Stuff as Stars

	an arresting opening


	Bernie nearly sets fire to the flat. 

Introduction to Angel, Bernie, Verna and Wayne.

Wayne is in prison.



	developing plot
	Verna leaves Wayne in jail and takes children to Great-grandma’s. 



	complication
	Verna runs away, abandoning Angel and Bernie.



	developing plot


	Angel and Bernie build a new life with Great-grandma. 

Angel and Bernie go to school. 

The children make friends with Miss Liza at the library. 

Angel goes star gazing with ‘the star man’. 



	crises
	Bernie is ‘kidnapped’ by Verna.

The star man disappears.

Wayne escapes from jail and visits Angel.

Ray Morgan (the star man) dies in hospital.



	satisfying resolutions
	Grandma agrees to attend Ray’s funeral, and hears that others thought him a good man. With Angel’s help Grandma copes with her grief.

Angel gets a visit from Social Services – she solves the problem by sending Social Services to Miss Liza. 

After a car accident with Verna, Bernie asks Angel to take him home to Great-grandma’s. They share hopes for the future.




Features of a Review

· Title, author, publisher, price and ISBN

· An opening sentence that sets the tone

· An indication of genre or theme

· Basic setting and names of protagonists

· Brief indication of plot, but without giving away too much

· Noun phrases that intrigue or engage a reader

· Positive (or negative) opinions from the review writer

· Connectives to guide the reader and link points for clarity

· Questions to make the reader curious

· Use of present tense and third-person

Model Reviews

Hit the Road, Jack

Written by Mimi Thebo

HarperCollins (£4.99) ISBN 0 00 714279X

This is a painful story about self-discovery, family relationships and the causes of parental break-up. Jack lives with his mum and blames her for his parents’ separation. When, by chance, he reads letters from his dad, addressed to his mum, pleading to be allowed back home, his anger towards her explodes and he’s determined to re-establish contact. The only fact he knows about his dad is that he is homeless. With help from the Big Issue vendor, Andy, he begins searching for him. He eventually finds him, but he’s not the dad of his memories. Or is he? His obsession with finding a loving dad triggers an emotional journey that rekindles half-forgotten, terrifying childhood memories. Happily, the outcome makes his journey worthwhile. The story, though optimistic in its conclusion, is shot through with sinister undercurrents and made all the more tense through the first-person narrative exposing Jack’s vulnerability. This is a thought-provoking and gritty book.

Lost and Found

Written by Valerie Mendes

Simon and Schuster (£5.95) ISBN 0 689 86049 8

Daniel’s grandmother, who has brought him up, is dead, her house is for sale and he lives with the couple opposite. But his school’s ‘Adopt a Granny’ project sees him befriended by Laura, alone herself after her father’s death. Thus begins a relationship important to them both. Then a mother, her daughter Jade and baby brother Finn buy his grandmother’s house. Resentment turns to joy as he and Jade are drawn to each other. Daniel is especially good with Finn – but is the little boy really Jade’s brother? The tangle of relationships, emotions and the reappearance of Finn’s father, bearing an ominous and ambiguous threat, makes a compelling, tightly controlled narrative. There is real empathy with the four narrators, who speak with distinctive, eloquent voices. Despite the shifting points of view the story moves with urgent intensity. A gripping, moving novel.

Reading Assessment Progress Sheet

Tick the column that applies to your reading of The Same Stuff as Stars:

	AF
	AF description
	You practised this when:
	I do this well
	I can do this sometimes
	I need to 

practise this


	Teacher comment

	AF2


	Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text
	You collected ideas and quotations on characters.

You explored ideas and ranked quotations in terms of most useful.

You explored themes in the novel.
	
	
	
	

	AF3
	Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts


	You empathized with characters and thought about what they did and what that might mean about them.

You analysed texts focusing on how authorial techniques revealed a character’s burden of responsibility.

You predicted what might happen next in the novel.

You used questioning to build imaginative reading skills.
	
	
	
	

	AF4
	Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level
	You considered the writer’s use of cliff-hanger endings to chapters.

You deconstructed the novel using the story sequence structure.

You drew a graph to trace a character’s emotional journey through the novel.
	
	
	
	

	AF5
	Explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
	You investigated how the writer created setting through her choice of nouns, verbs and adjectives.

You examined how the writer conveys a character’s emotions through speech and description.

You explained how the writer selected sentence types to create a particular effect. 
	
	
	
	

	AF6
	Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on the reader 


	You discussed how the writer showed how Grandma’s (and Verna’s) background influenced her behaviour.

You explained how the writer held your interest by creating empathy with Angel.
	
	
	
	

	AF7
	Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions
	You explored through description the settings that place this novel in the US.

You considered how the dialogue showed the characters were American, and Verna and Grandma’s lack of education.
	
	
	
	


Reading Strategies

Tick the Reading Strategies that you have used in your work on The Same Stuff as Stars and write down the activity in which you did each one:

	Strategy
	· 
	I did this when

	See images
	
	

	Hear a reading voice
	
	

	Predict what will happen next
	
	

	Speculate
	
	

	Ask questions – tease at puzzles
	
	

	Pass comments
	
	

	Feel
	
	

	Empathize
	
	

	Rationalize what is happening
	
	

	Reread
	
	

	Reinterpret
	
	

	Interpret patterns
	
	

	Relate to own experience
	
	

	Pass judgements – likes, dislikes
	
	

	Relate to previous reading experience
	
	

	Establish a relationship with the narrator
	
	


Character’s Name: 





Bernie - young boy, about 6 years old. His hair is untidy and quite long. He is chubby and carries a teddy bear.











The importance of stars in 


The Same Stuff as Stars











In the title of �the novel























“He’s over there in the trailer, he ain’t on the streets, but I don’t have to see him. I don’t have to pretend he’s somebody I use to care about.” 


(page 209)


Who is he? What is his problem? What words are repeated and with what effect?











“His heart is almost big as the sky… Anybody would be proud to have him for a son. Really.”   (page 210)


Who has a heart ‘almost big as the sky’? What technique is the writer using in this quote and why?








Was Verna taking good care of him, feeding him right, and making sure he was safe and happy? (page 213)


Who is asking this question? What aspect of their character does it reflect?











She wanted to tell him to go away, to go back to wherever he was supposed to be, before the cops came pounding on the door again, before what little was left of her world got broken into a million pieces. (page 195)


Do you know who said this? Who is (s)he talking about? What words does the writer choose to make the character sound desperate?














“I’m starving to death and you won’t give me nothing to eat. Nothing. Nothing. Nothing.” (page 113)


Whose voice is this? How can you tell – both from what is said and the way it is said? 











“She took my boy, but she ain’t getting my angel girl.” (page 201)


Do you know who said this? Who is (s)he talking about? What would you think of a person who spoke like that? 








“I think you understand better than almost anyone I know how to manage when other people are blaming you or making fun of you or letting you down. I think you know to fix your mind on a star, to be strong and stand tall.” (page 224)


Whose voice is this? Is s/he right about Angel – give an example when Angel has shown these qualities.


























Angel - a plain girl, about 11 years old with long, dull, blonde hair. She is thin and her clothes are unfashionable but she is tidy.





Verna - she is hard, and looks older than her 30 years. She is thin, a chain smoker and has bleached blonde hair. She also has cruel, thin lips.





Great Grandma - she is an old woman in her 80s. She looks tired and has given up on life. Great-Grandma looks like a witch from a fairy tale with thin fingers and a mole.
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