OXFORD ROLLERCOASTERS
The Merrybegot    Lesson 1

Worksheet 1c


Research Guide

	What do I know?
	What do I want to find out?
	Where can I find the information?
	What have I learned?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Metaphor, Simile or Personification?

	pink blossoms shake like fairy fists

	

	a light breeze frisks the orchard

	

	with his miserable ways and face like a trodden parsnip

	

	the sun pours down like honey

	

	its timber as knotted as a crone’s shins

	

	skin as rough as bark

	

	that pot lid’s about to fall

	

	she will be all over him like a vine

	

	glaring over the mountain of her belly

	


Never Heard the Word

	Word
	What I think it means from the context
	Confirmed definition

	Ungainly


	untidy
	rough or clumsy

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thinking about Character through Drama

You have read Chapter 4 entitled ‘May’ and made notes about important points. Now you are going to develop your ideas further and share them with your class in a role play.

Your teacher will tell you which of the following scenarios you should work on. Not everyone in the group will need to act, but everyone must be involved with the planning and discussion.

	Drama scene 1: Act out a meeting between Nell and a piskie

Your main evidence will come from page 35 onwards, up to the break at the top of page 41.

Nell is in the wood scattering primroses as presents for the piskies. Imagine a piskie stops her and questions her as to why the usual May Day celebrations are not taking place.

Decide how the piskie would speak and the kind of questions he would ask (bear in mind the information you are given about the kind of creatures they are and the way the piskie behaves with Granny).

How honest would Nell be about the minister and how he is changing their lives?


	Drama scene 2: Act out the minister’s and Nell’s thoughts

Your main evidence will come from pages 39–41 and 25–27.

The minister is out in the fields on May morning, looking to catch people breaking his rules. He sees Nell and Sam separately, but draws his own conclusions. Using information about the minister from this chapter, decide what he would be thinking. Would he be pleased, sorrowful, triumphant? Show this in what he says. Remember he is a minister of religion, so choose the language he uses carefully. You may want to use some of the words and phrases he speaks in the novel.

Nell sees the minister watching her. Decide what her thoughts and feelings might be and act them out.


	Drama scene 3: Act out the sermon given by Minister Madden and the reactions of Grace and Sam

Your main evidence will come from page 41 onwards, up to the break on page 45.

Pick out the main points of the minister’s sermon and decide how Grace and Sam will be feeling at each point. Share their thoughts with the audience and show how their feelings might change as his sermon progresses.


	Drama scene 4: Act out the conversation between Granny and Nell after the service

Your main evidence will come from pages 45–47.

Choose the main points from their conversation, but also include your ideas as to what they might be thinking. Granny is very anxious about Nell and what she might do as well as what might be in store for her. Nell is angry and wants revenge.


Ripple Diagram

Choose either Grace or Patience and write your chosen character’s name in the centre of the ripple. Discuss the other characters who have had an influence on her, and the extent to which her behaviour and thoughts have been influenced by the people around her. For example, her relationship with Sam causes Grace to behave in a way that impacts upon many others.

Write the names of the other characters onto the ripple diagram in a position that shows how much influence they have over your chosen character – for example, Sam’s name would be written close to the centre of a ripple diagram for Grace. As you discuss the placement of each character, you should provide evidence to support your opinions. A quotation or close textual reference should be included on the diagram. Your work will also involve discussion of the author’s intentions, and how much you as a reader agree with the author.
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Comparing the Piskies and the Fairies

[image: image2.jpg].i §~\\N\\i‘!\\\\\&
i il £ vt o

e ——





Extract from Chapter 8

She knows, for he once told her, that he heads for the orchard whenever there is a lull at the forge and his lungs are bursting for a breath of fresh air. And that is where she finds him now, lying in the long grass and gazing up at the sky. His face is quite untroubled, until he sees her standing there. Then it clouds.

‘I be with child,’ she tells him. ‘By you.’

He says nothing. Only stares at and through her, as if trying to remember her name.

Difficulty of breath, she tells herself. He has difficulty of breath, for the moment, but will comfort me in a minute and all will be well. Father will see us married, before the harvest is in, and I… I will teach him his letters… I will always be kind.

‘It will be born in the dead of winter, 
I believe,’ she says.

Group Reading Chapter 10

You will be reading Chapter 10, pages 109–128, in your groups. As you read, you should pay special attention to the focus for your group. It is very important that everyone makes useful notes, in whatever form you wish, because you will be in different groups in the next lesson to share your thoughts.

Group 1: Gather information about the piskies, adding this to the information and quotations used on Worksheet 6b from Lesson 6. Find evidence of the difference between piskies and fairies on pages 109, 111 and 122.

Group 2: Look at the role of Mistress Bramlow. Does she do enough to help Nell? Could she have done more? Why does she try to help her at all (see pages 111–114)?

Group 3: Find evidence of what is going on in the village that is putting Nell and her granny in danger. Look particularly at:

•
the information about Silas Denby on page 110 and what is revealed when Mistress Bramlow visits Nell on pages 111–114

•
the treatment of Nell’s granny by some villagers, page 123. Why are the people reacting like this to the one who has delivered their babies, and cured their illnesses?

Group 4: Find evidence that shows that Nell is still very young and is kind-hearted, so puts herself in danger without realizing. Or perhaps you think she is brave? Look especially at the passage on page 119 beginning, ‘It is a pivotal moment…’ and ending ‘AAARGH!’, and generally at pages 115–123.

Group 5: Read the story of Nell’s mother, pages 123–128. Gather any evidence that describes her character and that links her with other parts of the novel.

The Four Ms

Motive
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Study your text and decide on:

1 what prompts the character’s choice of words

2 why the character behaves as he or she does.

Remember to justify your opinions.

Manner

Study your text and decide on the manner in which the characters:

•
behave

•
speak

•
interact with others.

Remember to justify your opinions.

Mood

Study your text and decide on the mood of the:

•
character(s)

•
setting

•
action

•
speech.

Remember to justify your opinions.

Morality

Study your text and decide:

1 whether the character is good or bad

2 which adjectives best describe him or her, such as proud, selfish
3 how the character’s manner, actions and speech might affect other characters.

Remember to justify your opinions.

Getting to Grips with Chapter 13

Read Chapter 13 (page 163) with the following in mind:

· Remember that Patience is ‘confessing’ in her old age. Look out for signs that she is trying to save herself, such as ‘You have to remember, I was only a child. An innocent girl.’

	


· Grace is described by Patience as a terrible bully. What evidence does she give?

	


· The minister and the witch-finder are determined to prove that Nell is a witch. Look out for the ways they go about doing this. What is it that they are going to use as evidence against her?

	


Decision-Making and Consequences

	Options: What can Nell do for the injured man?

	


	Option taken:


	


	Consequences

What will happen if Nell takes this option?
	Support

Why do you think that this consequence might occur?
	Value

How important are the consequences? Why?

	
	
	


Card Sort: Character Grid

	The soldier saved 
by Nell

________________
	Nell

________________
	Mistress Bramlow

________________
	Minister Madden

________________
	Witch-finder

________________

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Card Sort – Description Cards for Characters


	brave
	grateful
	thoughtful

	hypocritical
	grieving
	determined

	greedy
	self-important
	arrogant

	proud
	unrepentant
	afraid

	kind
	motherly
	pompous

	honourable
	cruel
	wise

	miserable
	strict
	puritanical

	authoritarian
	vindictive
	anxious

	sorrowful
	loving
	compassionate

	optimistic
	vengeful
	self-assured

	ill-mannered
	outraged
	charming

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What Goes on in a Courtroom?

Do some research into how trials are conducted in an English court of law. You may well be familiar with TV dramas showing court scenes, but how accurate are these?

Your citizenship teacher or the school librarian may be able to help you find resources on this topic or to suggest suitable websites for you to explore in school.

Consider the type of trial people in Nell’s position received in seventeenth-century England. How likely was she to receive a fair trial? What evidence is there to suggest this? You will need to think about:

· whether people will tell the truth

· who or what influences their statements.

Make notes in the space provided below. You may wish to jot down ideas about particular characters, as shown in the example.

	What goes on in a courtroom?

How would people behave in a seventeenth-century court?

Grace is likely to lie because: she is afraid of her father; she has lied from the beginning to keep herself out of trouble




Getting to Grips with Chapters 20 and 21

· How does the author use description to create atmosphere?

	


· How is the character of the minister developed in these chapters? Do you think Julie Hearn is implying any views on Puritanism at the time? What is the purpose of the text in italics on pages 257–258?

	


· What is revealed of Patience’s character on pages 259–261? What reasons are suggested for her unusual behaviour? What is suggested by the words in italics on page 261?

	


Taking a Close Look at the Ending

Remember that Patience has been making a confession throughout her narrative.

What evidence is there that what she has said can or cannot be trusted?

	


Who does Patience say is the father of Grace’s baby? Can you think of any evidence that she truly believes this?

	


Is this chapter a satisfying ending? Is it a surprise?

	


Does the ending answer all your questions? What would you have done differently?

	


Presenting the Evidence

Use the information below to help you start gathering evidence to use in the trial. You will have to decide whether there is enough evidence to support the accusation that Nell is a witch.

Writing a Review


Features of review writing include the following:

· title, author, publisher, price 


· basic setting and names of protagonists

· brief indication of plot, but without giving away too much

· phrases that intrigue or engage a reader, for example ‘with its original plot and strong narrative voices…’

· positive (or negative) opinions from the review writer backed up with quotation from the text

· use of present tense and third person

· connectives to guide the reader and link points for clarity, for example: 
‘It seems to be…’, ‘I get the impression that…’, ‘In my opinion…’, 
‘I wonder if…’

· varied sentences – most will be statements, but the occasional question to make the reader curious, for example: ‘Julie Hearn’s portrayal of Patience’s excuses makes me really irritated. “You have to remember, I was only a child. An innocent girl.” Will she never take responsibility for her actions?’

· a range of vocabulary including some specialist terms – plot, character, setting, cliffhanger, twist, blurb, etc.

· conclusion summing up an overall opinion.

Planning a Review

The purpose of a review is to inform and entertain the reader and to provide a personal opinion of how good the book is. You can read some examples on pages 14–15 of the Reading Guide.

As you plan your review, consider:

· how formal your language will be

· how you will both inform and entertain your reader.

Refer back to the features of reviews on Worksheet 18a.

Decide what you want to include in your review by making notes under the following headings:

Introduction

Plot

Characters

Themes

Setting

Author’s style

Conclusion (summing up your overall opinion)

Useful words and phrases:

This is one of the best…


Set in the year…

The plot centres around…
The character of Nell is…

Equally…

I was appalled by how two-faced…

Least of all…
      Most importantly

In addition…

Perhaps…
To me…
Can you imagine…?

Reading Assessment Progress Sheet

Put a tick in the column that you think applies to you:

	
	
	You practised this when:
	I do this well
	I can do this sometimes
	I need to 

practise this


	Teacher comment

	AF2


	understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text
	You collected ideas and quotations on characters

You explored ideas and quotations about characters and events
	
	
	
	

	AF3
	deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts


	You thought about what characters did and what their words might mean

You tried to work out what various ideas and events meant

You collected repetitions of ideas or language that suggested themes
	
	
	
	

	AF4
	identify and comment on the structure and organization of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level


	You ordered small sections from the text

You used graphic ways of collecting and thinking about information, e.g. the ripple diagram

You thought about how the different strands in the story were organized and connected
	
	
	
	

	AF5
	explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
	You thought about the rhetorical devices used and how they added to the story

You talked about the writer’s choice of verbs and adjectives
	
	
	
	

	AF6
	identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on the reader
	You thought about the way the writer had used mood, manner, morality and motivation in presenting the characters and the events
	
	
	
	

	AF7
	relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions
	You considered how The Merrybegot presented life in seventeenth-century England and how people were affected by the beliefs of the time
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