OXFORD ROLLERCOASTERS
The Prisoner     Lesson 1

Worksheet 1a


Getting the Reader Involved

The opening of a novel is really important as this is where the author has to capture the interest of the reader. Read the opening paragraphs of The Prisoner, which appear below, carefully. With your partner:

•
highlight any words or phrases you think James Riordan may have used specifically to get the reader interested in what is happening

•
if you can, make a note in the margin explaining what the technique is (e.g. a short sentence) and what effect it has on the reader (how does it make you feel?).

1

The Air Raid
The bomb fell in the middle of the night. Such a clear, still, starry night too. But this was wartime. September 1943. Adolf Hitler was at the door, pounding away at Britain’s defences.


One moment all was as quiet as the grave. The next there was bedlam, noise loud enough to wake the dead.


The air-raid siren sounded the alarm.


Then an eerie silence. The lull before the storm.


Next came the distant drone of bombers approaching like a swarm of angry bees.


Almost at once the anti-aircraft guns started up.


The cheery boom of the Bofors guns merged with the death rattle of machine-gun fire. It was like the War God Thor running an iron spike across the sky’s corrugated roof.

Which Reading Strategies Do You Use?

We all use a range of strategies when we read. Look at the list below and use the strategy symbols to create a map of your reading.

You will find it easier if you read the text first and then annotate it, identifying what you are doing as you are reading.

Reading strategies:
P

predicting

?

questioning
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visualizing

I

inferring

E

empathizing
C

making connections
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reading forwards and backwards

Exploring Character Through Shared Reading

The children followed the plane’s descent, listening to its high-pitched scream, until it disappeared over the rooftops. Shortly after, they heard a big bang; the shelter shuddered and a black plume of smoke billowed high into the sky from the old clay pits.


Iris clapped her hands with glee.
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‘That’s deaded him!’ she yelled at the top of her voice.


Tom wasn’t so happy.


‘What a horrible way to die,’ he said.


Iris’s big glass eyes glared at her little brother.


‘It was him or us,’ she squawked through her gas mask. ‘He would have blown us to Kingdom Come without blinking.’


‘That’s war for you,’ Mum muttered absently. After a pause, she added sadly, 
‘I don’t suppose anyone over there grieved when your dad’s ship went down.’
Exploring Character

With a partner, read the extract from Chapter 4 below carefully and highlight three quotations that tell you something about the characters of Iris, Tom and their mother. Then complete the chart below.

The children followed the plane’s descent, listening to its high-pitched scream, until it disappeared over the rooftops. Shortly after, they heard a big bang; the shelter shuddered and a black plume of smoke billowed high into the sky from the old clay pits.


Iris clapped her hands with glee.


‘That’s deaded him!’ she yelled at the top of her voice.


Tom wasn’t so happy.


‘What a horrible way to die,’ he said.


Iris’s big glass eyes glared at her little brother.


‘It was him or us,’ she squawked through her gas mask. ‘He would have blown us to Kingdom Come without blinking.’


‘That’s war for you,’ Mum muttered absently. After a pause, she added sadly, ‘I don’t suppose anyone over there grieved when your dad’s ship went down.’
	Point

What have you learned about the character?


	Evidence

Use a short quotation to support your idea


	Explanation

What is the effect of the quotation on the reader?

What can you infer from particular words?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Getting the Picture

What souvenirs might hunters have found at this crash site?


Tension Graph


Appealing to the Senses

Read this extract from Chapter 11 carefully and then:

•
circle all the words that suggest the five senses – sight, sound, taste, touch, smell

•
underline any figurative language (e.g. metaphors and similes).

The shed had no benches, not even a wooden box to sit on. The only sign of one-time human use was a pot-bellied black stove squatting in one corner like a smug Buddha. Its rusty iron doors were hanging off their bolts and rats had made their nests where once a fire had blazed.


It was cold and damp inside the place and it stank to high heaven. But at least it kept out the rain and gave them a reassuring sense of security, as if flying shrapnel or bombs couldn’t touch them.


Although the shed had no windows, they could let in light and fresh air by flinging the door open. The opening also gave them a bird’s eye view of the town, since that section of the railway track was on an incline.


All three had to sit or lie on the floor. And since Martin had bagged the far corner opposite the stove, the choice for the children was to sit either by the door or against the wall between stove and prisoner. Neither fancied getting drenched by driving rain or splattered by shells, so they had to squeeze in beside the wounded German.


All three sat in silence, listening to the rain pattering on the roof, the wind howling in the trees, and the yew branches swishing high above them. Now and then, the harsh cawing of a crow made them jump – it was so like someone crying out in pain.


The shrieking crow must have reminded Martin of something because he suddenly broke the silence.
Using your understanding of the extract, work together to answer the following questions:

	Which of the five senses is referred to the most?

Why do you think this might be?
	

	Choose one of the similes you have underlined.

What mood is Riordan trying to create by using this image?
	

	Try to suggest some reasons why Riordan might have described the shed in so much detail.
	


Tracking the Events

As you listen to Chapter 13 being read aloud, follow these steps to complete the storyboard:

•
listen carefully for the order in which the events happen

•
write the main events as a caption under each box on the storyboard, selecting from the list of events below

•
draw a simple sketch in each frame of the storyboard to represent each event.

Storyboard for Chapter 13

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


a) Erich’s family supported Hitler but Martin’s grandfather did not


b) Both Martin’s father and grandfather worked in the church

c) The head teacher called Martin a traitor because he had not 


d) The children did not know who to believe
    joined the Hitler Youth 






f) At school, Martin’s head teacher was a bully

e) Martin’s and Erich’s families lived close to each other 



h) Erich’s father praised Hitler’s achievements

g) Martin decided to join the Hitler Youth

The Effect of Verbs

Read this extract from the beginning of Chapter 14 closely and try to guess what the missing verbs should be.

Iris could contain herself no longer.


‘Call yourself a Christian?’ she ………… angrily. ‘Then how come you bomb churches? Our vicar says God’s on our side – only the Devil would destroy the House of God!’


It slowly ………….. on Martin that his bomb had landed on a church. True enough: he knew he’d missed his target when he pressed the bomb release button. But what with all the flak about, it was hard to be sure. What would Grandad have said? ‘A most shameful, un-Christian act, my boy!’


‘I didn’t mean to,’ he ……………… ‘Was anybody hurt?’


‘We don’t think so,’ ……………..Tom. ‘But you made a mess of the church and smashed all our windows.’


Martin seemed relieved.


‘It was my first bombing mission.’


‘And your last,’ ……………. Iris. ‘At least you can’t smash up any more churches or murder innocent people!’


‘Don’t your pilots bomb churches and hospitals?’ he ………………


‘I don’t know about that,’ she …………… back. ‘Not on purpose anyway.’


She ………………. her mind for something else to fling at him.


‘What about the Jews?’ she …………….. coldly. ‘Why do you kill them?’
Presenting Analysis of Characters

In your groups, consider carefully what you learn about the character of ………………… 
in Chapter 15.

On your A3 sheet display the following:

•
the most important quotation in Chapter 15 which relates to your allotted character

•
your explanation of why this quotation is important

•
six key words to describe your character as presented so far in the novel

•
any symbols/images associated with your character

•
any other important information about your character, e.g. plot diagrams/important places/objects/people, etc.

Be as artistic as possible – later on, you will be presenting your work to the rest of the class.

Group Presentations – Ingredients of Success

Use this grid to decide how well each group does in the presentation.

	Did the group make sure that:
	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group 4
	Group 5
	Group 6

	1 Each member of the group said something


	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 Their ideas were explained clearly and fully


	
	
	
	
	
	

	3 Eye contact with the audience was maintained


	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 Standard English was used


	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 They all listened quietly and respectfully to other groups


	
	
	
	
	
	


Comparing the Two Air Raids

As you listen to Chapters 16 and 17, consider this question:

•
What similarities and differences can you see between these two descriptions of air raids?

You should think about:

•
the narrative viewpoint

•
the language and imagery used

•
what is described

•
how punctuation is used for effect.

Extract 1 (from Chapter 1, page 2)

If the sounds of war grabbed their attention, it was the sights that exploded on their minds – like lightning after thunder.


The sky would come alive with twinkling shells and brilliant yellow searchlights, criss-crossing overhead. The white spray of tracer bullets climbed upwards, intersecting the orange-red flashes of salvoes from the ground.


It was so eerily beautiful against the backdrop of a pale crescent moon in a starry sky. A monster firework display.


If they were lucky, they’d see a direct hit – POOOFF! – an exploding firecracker: a red glow and cascading sparks, followed by a ball of fire spiralling round and round like a falling sycamore seed. They waited for the thud and mushroom cloud of black smoke as it hit the ground.
Extract 2 (from Chapter 16, page 65)

By now the sky was full of planes and they were dropping canisters of phosphorus. We watched helplessly as some of the phosphorus landed on people running panic-stricken through the streets. It was horrible. Their skins turned bright red like cooked beetroot, water dripped out of their pores, and their faces became gruesome masks with twisted mouths forming silent screams.


Some of these human torches were staggering towards the grey bunker, setting light to others who were hammering with their fists upon the door. The wardens had shut the bunker once it was full. Those locked out were screaming and rushing round in panic, cursing those inside and trying to save their skins.


But there was nowhere to go.
Character Thoughts


Where are the Themes?

Shade the columns in the grid below to show which theme is addressed as the main focus in each chapter.

	Theme


	Chapter 16
	Chapter 17
	Chapter 18
	Chapter 19
	Chapter 20
	Chapter 21

	Violence


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Changing opinions


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Heroism


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Missing family


	
	
	
	
	
	

	The effects of war


	
	
	
	
	
	


Mind Mapping

You are going to be thinking about the way that themes, characters and the main events of the novel so far are all linked together.

•
Begin by drawing arrows to link up the ideas below.

•
Add your own key words or drawings and try to link these in.

•
Along the linking lines, explain how the ideas are connected.

IRIS






        MARTIN





TOM


    Elder sister of Tom







Possible meeting with their father



Younger















brother of Iris
Martin’s Grandfather

In these extracts from Chapter 23, how does Riordan show that the character of Martin’s grandfather has changed dramatically because of the war? You should think about:

•
how he is described

•
how he speaks

•
how he acts

•
how he is becoming a very different character.

After several minutes, the grieving figure pulled itself up on stiff legs and stood, grey head bowed, before Jesus on the cross. Joseph before his crucified son. 


At that moment, the old man turned and walked slowly, shoulders hunched, eyes downcast, up the stone-flagged aisle. He moved with measured tread, like a mourner at a funeral.
‘Dear, oh dear, God knows, I am Pastor with a duty to comfort others in their hour of need; yet I’ve no one to comfort me!’


Staring at the floor, he said quietly, with such pain in his eyes, ‘They’re all dead, God rest their souls.’


I wasn’t sure whether it was a question or a statement.

The man was so arrogant, so unmindful of civilian deaths all around us, it made my blood boil. I lost my temper and shouted at him: ‘Clear off, you arrogant Nazi! This isn’t the time for your SS parades! Go and find someone else to do your dirty work!’

Grandad took a deep breath before passing a final judgement.


‘I would willingly take my place upon the cross if I could have those murderers Hitler and Churchill nailed beside me!’
Success Criteria Grid

Writing to analyse, comment and review

	Feature
	Paired marking
	Teacher marking

	1 Each paragraph has a clear opening sentence which links back to the question


	
	

	2 Each paragraph contains an idea supported by evidence, e.g. quotation/source


	
	

	3 In each paragraph, the explanation talks about the effect of the words on the reader


	
	

	4 Connectives are used to link paragraphs, e.g. first, in addition


	
	

	5 Connectives are used to develop ideas in the explanation, e.g. also, furthermore, however


	
	

	6 A varied range of formal vocabulary is used


	
	

	7


	
	

	8


	
	

	Targets:




Different Perspectives

Read the following extracts from the novel carefully.

For each extract, try to identify and annotate the following:

•
whose narrative perspective is shown

•
the mood being created by this perspective

•
what effect this has on the reader.

Extract 1

It was only when he mentioned food that I realized how ravenous I was. I couldn’t remember when I’d last eaten or drunk.

When we’d cleaned up and eaten some black bread and sausages, washed down with what Grandad called his ‘holy water’ – though it tasted more like ‘firewater’ sent up from Hell – Erich ran off to see if he could rescue some possessions from his bombed house.

Extract 2

As Martin was speaking, the children’s attention abruptly switched to their own air raid. They could clearly hear the drone of a single plane coming closer and closer. It dawned on Iris that the railway line to London could be the target; that meant they were in grave danger.

Extract 3

Under the heap of criss-crossed planks lay a body in scorched blue overalls and brown leather boots. The man was spreadeagled on his face upon the ground. There was no sign of life.

Extract 4

Her brother, Tom, slowly got to his feet, brushing dust and debris from his hair. As he gazed at Martin’s still figure, tears streamed down his grief-stricken face.

In one hand he still clutched the dead airman’s black leather wallet. It was now more precious to him than any souvenir of war.
Reviewing the Novel

The following ingredients will help to ensure that reviews are well written and interesting.

Try to make sure that you include these in your own writing.

	Feature
	Paired marking
	Teacher marking

	1 Technical language relating to books


	
	

	2 Personal opinion which is clearly expressed
	
	

	3 Ideas backed up by supporting evidence
	
	

	4 Recommendations


	
	

	5 Brief outline of the plot (storyline)


	
	

	6 Impersonal style, e.g. more formal than chatty


	
	

	7 Present tense


	
	

	8 Connectives used to link ideas across and within paragraphs
	
	


When organizing your review, you may find the following plan useful when deciding what information should go into each paragraph.

Paragraph 1

•
Brief overview of when the novel was set

•
The main characters involved

•
Very brief outline of the plot


Paragraph 2

•
The most important events in the novel

•
The way in which the novel is written, e.g. the author’s choice of language

•
The strengths and weaknesses of the novel


Paragraph 3

•
How you felt by the end of the novel

•
Your own opinions, supported with evidence

•
Any recommendations

Reading Assessment Progress Sheet

Put a tick in the column that you think applies to you.

	
	
	You practised this when:
	I do this well
	I can do this sometimes
	I need to 

practise this


	Teacher comment

	AF2
	understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text
	You worked in a group to produce your character poster and presentation


	
	
	
	

	AF3
	deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts


	You highlighted character quotations and explained what they implied to you

You compared two different descriptions of the bombing raids

You prepared for Martin’s ‘conscience alley’ activity
	
	
	
	

	AF4
	identify and comment on the structure and organization of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level
	You drew your tension graphs

You thought about how the different strands in the story were organized and connected
	
	
	
	

	AF5
	explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
	You worked out which senses the writer appealed to with language choices

You talked about the writer’s choice of verbs
	
	
	
	

	AF6
	identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on the reader
	You compared the two bombing descriptions and their particular effects on the reader

You worked as a group to review the novel as a whole text
	
	
	
	

	AF7
	relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions
	You took part in the ‘conscience alley’ activity and thought about how Martin’s dilemma was different from the dilemmas we may face today
	
	
	
	


Tick the reading strategies that you have used in your work on The Prisoner.

	Strategy
	Tick
	I did this when

	See images
	
	

	Hear a reading voice
	
	

	Predict what will happen next
	
	

	Speculate
	
	

	Ask questions – tease at puzzles
	
	

	Make comments
	
	

	Feel
	
	

	Empathize
	
	

	Rationalize what is happening
	
	

	Re-read
	
	

	Reinterpret
	
	

	Interpret patterns
	
	

	Relate to own experience
	
	

	Pass judgements – likes, dislikes
	
	

	Relate to previous reading experience
	
	

	Establish a relationship with the narrator
	
	




































































Child-like language shows she is excited by war
































Tom’s word ‘horrible’ shows that he is frightened by the experience
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