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Alternative book cover
[insert a/w 2 i.e. one mocked-up alternative front cover for the novel. Note, no need for particularly high res photo quality. Need to keep the file size down, so it can be easily loaded and downloaded from the website. Include book title and author’s name only.]

Advice for writers
This is part of an interview with Sharon Flake. 

She gives advice on how writers can improve their skills.

Interviewer: 

How does someone who wants to be a writer get started?

Sharon Flake: 

When I was in college I had a professor who said ‘Writers write’ and I thought that was the dumbest thing I ever heard. But since I got published I know what he means. I have a lot of people who tell me that they want to be an author, but they don’t write. Or they finished a manuscript three years ago, and it’s in a drawer. I think ‘Writers don’t just TALK about writing. They write.’ So my advice is to write.

Write short stories, and if you don’t finish one, that’s okay, start another one. Take a photo from a magazine, and write about what’s happening to that person in the photo. Just make it up! A lot of young people talk about being published and I just say: this is America; everyone can be published once. But if you want to be published more than once, and if you want to have a career in writing you need to learn to do it well. Go to the library and read books about writing. Learn how to build up a plot. Learn how to write dialogue…

Interviewer:

What type of advice would you give a teenager who wants to write a book about their childhood?

Sharon Flake:

Just start writing whatever you remember. It doesn’t have to be perfect, just get the story out and worry later about rewriting it and making it pretty. Also talk to family and friends to hear what they think about what you are writing. Not to get their approval, but maybe you don’t remember everything, so use their brains to help you out…

From www.nypl.org/chat/flake.html
Being picked on
After the school trip to Washington DC, Maleeka’s school life becomes a misery:


Most people at some point in their lives suffer from being bullied or picked on. The author, Sharon Flake, thinks that this is why so many readers can identify with Maleeka, even if they are quite different from her.

In an interview, Sharon Flake explained her surprise and pleasure that so many people read and enjoyed her books.

Review extracts



Extracts from Chapter 1
The opening

The first time I seen her, I got a bad feeling inside. Not like I was in danger or nothing. Just like she was somebody I should stay clear of. To tell the truth, she was a freak like me. The kind of person folks can’t help but tease.

The Skin I’m In (p1)
The end
But I got this feeling Miss Saunders is gonna mess things up for me real bad.
The Skin I’m In (p4)
Chapter 1: the opening

The text below is the opening of a story. 
Note down some ideas about:

•
who the writer is

•
who is being described

•
what the story may be about.
The first time I seen her, I got a bad feeling inside. Not like I was in danger or nothing. Just like she was somebody I should stay clear of. To tell the truth, she was a freak like me. The kind of person folks can’t help but tease.

The Skin I’m In (p1)
      __________________________________________________________

     __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

First impressions

Setting

	Setting

Write notes about where and when the story takes place.


	Evidence
Find short quotations to back up your notes. (Give page references.)




Three main characters

	Character

Notes about the character
	Evidence

Short quotations to support the notes

	Maleeka:


	

	Charlese:


	

	Miss Saunders:


	


Sayings about beauty
Join these words to complete five sayings about beauty.
Beauty is not in the face;

the eye of the beholder.
Beauty is in



beauty is a light in the heart.
Small is




beautiful.
Beauty is




not everyone sees it.
Everything has its beauty but

only skin deep.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does your face say to the world?

What does Maleeka think her face says to the world? 

Use the thought bubbles to record your ideas.







A character’s words
We can learn about a character from what they say and write. Look at these two extracts, one narrated and one written by Maleeka. They show us different things about her. 

Annotate them to show what they reveal.
Extract A

When the second bell rings, I run to Miss Saunders’s class like somebody set my shoes on fire. It don’t help none. Soon as I walk in, I know I’m in trouble. Everybody’s got their head down and they’re writing. Miss Saunders nods for me to take out paper and get to my seat. ‘What does your face say to the world?’ is written on the blackboard. I laugh, only it comes out like a sneeze through 
my nose. 
The Skin I’m In (p13)
Extract B
Day in and day out Kinjari eyes me, staring like he sees the sun rising in my eyes. I want to ask him why he looks at me that way. Am I something so beautiful he can’t help but stare? I keep quiet. Beauty is where one finds it, my father used to say. Sometimes, when I wake, I am so close to Kinjari 
I can smell his breath. Like mine, it is awful. But I don’t care. It is good knowing he is near.

The Skin I’m In (p21)
Sweets
Read this description of Maleeka’s friend.

· Think of three possible reasons why Maleeka did not go to the same school as Sweets.

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

· Consider how their friendship may have changed, now that they no longer go to the same school.

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

An expert’s view
Imagine you are an expert at sorting out people’s problems. You have been asked to listen to the programme about Maleeka’s problems, and to help her out. 

•
For each point you make, find some evidence from the story. 

•
Organize your advice under the following headings:



US slang
Match up these US slang words to their English meanings.

Disgusting detail
Look carefully at these extracts from Chapter 11.  Explain how each one is designed to disgust the reader.
	Extract from novel


	Explanation

	‘you can end up with hair in your spaghetti’ 
	· This creates a picture of a hair swirling and looping just like the spaghetti.  

· A dark hair will contrast with the pale spaghetti, making it look even more out of place.

 

	‘Pencil shavings in your pizza. Pepper in your milk’ 


	


Disgusting detail
Look carefully at these extracts from Chapter 11. Explain how each one is designed to disgust the reader.

	Extract from novel
	Explanation

	‘you can end up with hair in your spaghetti’ 
	· This creates a picture of a hair swirling and looping just like the spaghetti.  

· A dark hair will contrast with the pale spaghetti, making it look even more out of place. 

	‘Pencil shavings in your pizza. Pepper in your milk.’ 


	

	‘…the lunch lady… just clears her throat and runs her hands through her gray hair’ 


	

	‘Me and her can’t figure out what it is, but we think it used to be alive’ 


	

	‘Miss Brown just keeps stirring peas and wiping sweat’ 


	

	‘she flicks a handful of them greasy, rock-hard peas in her face’ 


	

	‘I scrape the yuck off the top of the bun, and smear it on top of Char’s hamburger’ 


	


Romeo on love
Why then, O brawling love, O loving hate,

O any thing of nothing first create!

O heavy lightness, serious vanity,

Misshapen chaos of well-seeming forms,

Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick health,

Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is!

This love feel I, that feel no love in this.

…Love is a smoke made with the fume of sighs,

Being purg’d, a fire sparkling in lovers’ eyes,

Being vex’d, a sea nourish’d with loving tears.

What is it else? A madness most discreet,

A choking gall, and preserving sweet.
From Romeo and Juliet, Act 1, Scene 1, lines 170–176 and 184–188, Oxford School Shakespeare

Romeo on love
· Read these words said by Romeo.

· Underline the oxymorons and images of love.

· Explain what you think that Romeo is saying about love.

Why then, O brawling love, O loving hate,

O any thing of nothing first create!

O heavy lightness, serious vanity,

Misshapen chaos of well-seeming forms,

Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick health,

Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is!

This love feel I, that feel no love in this.

…Love is a smoke made with the fume of sighs,

Being purg’d, a fire sparkling in lovers’ eyes,

Being vex’d, a sea nourish’d with loving tears.

What is it else? A madness most discreet,

A choking gall, and preserving sweet.
From Romeo and Juliet, Act 1, Scene1, lines170–176 and 184–188, Oxford School Shakespeare

Other viewpoints
This table lists some of the characters in the novel.

Look at the name, the incident described in the novel and make notes on the character’s viewpoint (what you think the character is thinking or feeling at that point).

	Character
	Incident
	Notes on viewpoint

	Caleb
	Sitting next to Maleeka on the bus 


	

	Miss Saunders
	Maleeka calls her a freak

 
	

	Desda
	Hearing Maleeka’s slave girl diary for the first time 


	

	Sweets
	Maleeka says she is going to cut her hair 


	

	Charlese
	She tells Maleeka to take back her lunch 


	


Miss Saunders’s influence

Miss Saunders makes a big impact on the students and teachers at McClenton Middle School. Complete this mind map to show her influence.

[design, insert the mind map from the Reading Guide. It may need re-jigging slightly to make best use of the space.]]

A letter of application
Complete Miss Saunders’s letter, applying for the job of teacher at McClenton 
Middle School.

You might mention: 

•
which of her personal qualities will help her

•
which of her past experiences and skills will help her

•
what she wants to achieve with the young people

•
why she wants to work at this particular school.


Definition of a diary

diary noun (plural diaries)

a book in which someone writes down what happens each day.

[from Latin dies = day]

From The Oxford School Dictionary, OUP

Chapters 16–18

Consider these questions as you read Chapters 16, 17 and 18: 
•
What does Maleeka learn about Charlese?

•
What does Maleeka learn about herself and her own qualities?

•
Is Akeelma’s situation becoming better or worse? 

•
Is Maleeka’s situation becoming better or worse?

Diary extracts 
In Extract A, highlight or underline any evidence you can find of the non-fiction information on pages 10 and 11 of the Reading Guide.
Extract A


In Extract B, highlight or underline where you can see evidence of Maleeka’s own story being told in Akeelma’s diary.

Extract B


Akeelma’s diary
How does writing the diary help Maleeka? Add you own ideas to those given below. Find evidence from the story to support these statements. (An example is given.)
	Ideas
	Evidence

	It gives her a voice.


	‘I’m really talking about myself.’ (p74)



	It’s chance for her to succeed at something.


	(p75)



	
	

	
	

	
	


Maleeka and Miss Saunders
In the extract below, Maleeka is talking to Miss Saunders. 

Annotate it to show Maleeka’s thoughts and feelings about her situation.

Two example annotations have been done for you.
‘You act like you’re the only one in the world who’s been teased,’ I say looking her right in the eyes. ‘Please look at me.’


Miss Saunders stiffens up.


I keep talking. ‘Some of us is the wrong color. Some is the wrong size or got the wrong face. But that don’t make us wrong people, now does it?’ I sit myself on my desk and put my feet up, like Miss Saunders 

had done. ‘Shoot, I know I got my good points, too.’


Miss Saunders cracks a smile. ‘Maleeka, you have a lot of good points,’ she says. Then she says how good I am at writing and math. And she starts in on me about bringing up my grades.


Before she gets too far, I ask, ‘You got any friends?’


… ‘Yeah, Tai and I have been friends since college. Tai was the one that suggested I come here to McClenton.’

I gather my books and prepare to leave. ‘I’m glad you’ve got one friend,’ I say.

The Skin I’m In (p91–2)

Friendship
‘I’m glad you’ve got one friend’ (p92)

· How do you think Maleeka says this remark? (Think about expression, tone 
and pace.)

· Why is the word ‘one’ in italics?

· What is the effect of putting this remark right at the end of the chapter?

Beautiful words
Create a poem using the words below. 

Think carefully about: 

•
meaning

•
layout and presentation.





Features of poetry
Choose one of the poems in the story to analyse.  

Look for the features that make the poetry successful and attractive. 

Poem: ___________________________________________
	Features
	Example
	Comment

	Focus on word sounds, e.g. alliteration, onomatopoeia


	
	

	Focus on images, e.g. metaphors, similes
	
	

	Repetition for effect
	
	

	Line patterns, e.g. rhyme,  rhythm, the same line used in different places
	
	

	Effective words, e.g. powerful verbs


	
	


Missing letters puzzle
Re_re_



g_ il_y

di_gu_t


pa_ _c

s_ ar_d

Answers

scared



disgust

guilty



panic

regret

Tension card game
The cards below contain extracts from Chapters 25 and 26.
1
Cut out these cards and place them face down, in a pile. 

2
The first player takes the top card, reads it, then explains how the extract helps to build tension in the story. 

3
The next player takes the next card and does the same.

4
Continue until all the cards have been read out.

	I lay awake in bed three 
whole hours
(p106)
	It’s still kind of dark when 
I get to school
(p106)

	I’m trying to tell Char I don’t think 
I want to do this
(p106)
	All four of us stand there like dummies ready to be caught
(p106)

	Char’s high heels sounding like hammers banging nails
(p107)
	Nobody notices me for a 
long while
(p108)

	Her watch is sitting there ticking 
loud as a clock
(p108)
	…flicking her lighter’s flame close 
to my head
(p109)

	‘Somebody’s out there. 
It’s the janitor’
(p110)
	When I pick it up, the bag rips and the clothes fall out
(p110)

	I fall down and bust open 
my knee
(p110)
	My hands are shaking. 
Shaking like crazy
(p111)

	Them dogs know I’m here, though. They start barking again
(p111)
	I finally find the key, but then 
I drop it again
(p111)

	…them old wooden steps they talk…They creak like crazy
(p111)
	…the phone rings. Rings louder 
than I ever heard before
(p112)


Momma’s viewpoint
•
Read the extracts in the first column. They describe Momma’s 

•
actions and words.

•
Use the second column to explain her actions and her feelings.
	Momma’s words and actions
	An explanation of her actions and feelings

	‘She whopped me all the way from the school’s security guard’s office to our house.’ 


	She is outraged. She feels so angry that she cannot control it and hits Maleeka.

	‘Momma never hit me before, not till today.’


	

	‘Momma can’t hardly talk or look at me.’ 


	

	‘She just talks to the neighbours and cries.’ 


	

	‘Then she comes over to me and holds me in her arms and rocks me like she did when I was little.’ 


	


The viewpoint of other characters
•
In the first column, note down relevant extracts showing how the character behaves.

•
In the second column, explain what the behaviour tells us about him/her and his/her viewpoint.

Character: _________________________

	Character’s actions and words
	An explanation of the character’s actions and viewpoint

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Identifying features of a book review
Circle the features below that you are likely to find in a book review.
a glossary

summary of the story

descriptions of characters

an index

information about background and setting

the main point or message 
comparisons to other books

opinions and impressions

a puzzle

information about themes

author and title

the ending revealed

Features of a book review
summary of the story

descriptions of characters

information about background and setting

the main point or message

opinions and impressions

comparisons to other books

author and title

information about themes

Reading Assessment Progress Sheet

Put a tick in the column that you think applies to you.
	AF
	AF description
	You practised this when:
	I do this well
	I can do this sometimes
	I need to practise this

	AF2
	Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text
	You looked for evidence of setting at the start of the story.

You searched for information to understand the viewpoints of different characters.
	
	
	

	AF3
	Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts
	You created a chat show to discuss what people thought of Maleeka and her problems.

You role-played Miss Saunders’s job interview.

You considered Maleeka’s problems with friends.

You explored the viewpoints of characters around Maleeka.
	
	
	

	AF4
	Identify and comment on the structure and organization of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level
	You explored how the writer uses the ends of chapters to foreshadow events.

You examined how the writer built up tension.

You revised how to structure a book review.
	
	
	

	AF5
	Explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
	You investigated what Maleeka’s language told us about her.
You examined how the writer created effective descriptions of the canteen.
You explored how Romeo described love.
	
	
	

	AF6
	Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on the reader
	You explored the writer’s message about image and appearances.

You investigated the links between Akeelma’s diary and Maleeka’s problems.

You reviewed the text.
	
	
	

	AF7
	Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions
	You explored what it was like to go to McClenton Middle School.

You investigated the history of slavery.

You discussed issues of skin colour and ‘colourism’.
	
	
	

	Teacher comment


Reading Strategies

Tick the reading strategies that you have used in your work on The Skin I’m In.
	Strategy
	· 
	I did this when

	See images
	
	

	Hear a reading voice
	
	

	Predict what will happen next
	
	

	Speculate
	
	

	Ask questions – tease at puzzles
	
	

	Make comments
	
	

	Feel
	
	

	Empathize
	
	

	Rationalize what is happening
	
	

	Re-read
	
	

	Reinterpret
	
	

	Interpret patterns
	
	

	Relate to own experience
	
	

	Pass judgements – likes, dislikes
	
	

	Relate to previous reading experience
	
	

	Establish a relationship with the narrator
	
	


Book review
Read the review of the book, below. In the right-hand column, identify the elements that make up the review. Choose from:


	Review
	Identify the elements that make up the review

	The second children's book by Frank Cottrell Boyce, following his Carnegie medal-winning Millions, is the funniest novel I have read this year and one of the most enjoyable. Deftly constructed and written with verve, Framed (Macmillan £9.99) is both highly sophisticated and accessible. 
	

	Set in the town of Manod, which is hard to find but where it's always raining, Framed tells of what happens when the National Gallery has to house its entire collection in the quarried-out mountain that looms over the town. 
	

	The minor characters are richly drawn: there's an alarming butcher with a liver phobia; two old sisters who drive off the mountain on Wednesdays, when everyone else knows to keep off the road; Daft Tom, who's inspired to create still lives all over town. 
	

	But Framed is really the story of Dylan, who becomes an art thief to save his family garage and bring back his dad. 
	

	The novel raises questions about art and why we need it, with comedy on every page. This is a humane and joyous book, and I'd no sooner finished it than I insisted on repeating the whole exercise aloud with my kids.
	

	By Geraldine Bedell
	


From www.books.guardian.co.uk 
What aspects of her life should she change, and how?


For example, She sometimes expects things to be bad ‘I’m wearing the baseball cap I brought from home, just in case’ (p37) and she needs to develop more self-confidence.














What problems affect Maleeka?


For example, She takes responsibility for her mother, who is vulnerable and insecure following the death of her husband: ‘Momma needs to keep sewing. If she don’t, I ain’t sure what’s gonna happen to her.’ (p39)








Sweets and me been best friends since kindergarten. She goes to the school across town, the school for smart girls with attitudes, she likes to say. I could have gone there. My grades were as good as Sweets’s. Better, in fact.





The Skin I’m In (p30-31)

















•	the main storyline 


•	themes or messages


•	information about setting


•	information about the title and author and review writer.





•	opinions


•	introductions to character 


•	impressions of the book


•	summary of story

















mine





beautiful








Maleeka








She’s irritated and doesn’t want praise





Feeling defiant





my

















The narrative style is so American, I was prepared to initially dislike it because of the way it uses (American) English. However, once I got into the story, I felt it added authenticity to the narrator’s voice – it’s very conversational in its style and this adds to its charm. You really do feel that you are inside Maleeka’s head. 





Tim Stringer








The Skin I’m In is set in a tough part of an American city. It is narrated by Maleeka, a bright, black girl. Maleeka was academically successful when she entered middle school but the darkness of her skin (in comparison to the lighter skin-tone of most of her classmates), the fact that she wears home-made clothes and her mother’s poverty, all contribute to making life difficult for her. At the beginning of the story she has traded academic success for acceptance by a group of tougher girls. The arrival of a new English teacher, Miss Saunders, proves to be Maleeka’s salvation. 





John Mannion








One of the strengths of this book is the really strong, distinctive first-person narrative voice which is likeable, realistic – sometimes irritating – but always sympathetic. We feel for Maleeka and will her (in vain, most of the time) to make the right choices. I think her tendency to err is wonderful – this child learns the hard way. There’s an honest recognition of how difficult growing up is and most young readers will like that. 





Judith Kneen





Interviewer:


Do you think that your books have universal appeal, or can they only really be understood by African Americans?





Sharon Flake:


I think the surprise to me as an author was how universal people see them. I received an email a couple of months ago from a college student in Japan who had picked up The Skin I’m In in London, and loved it. I get black boys who love my books, which surprises me because most of my characters are girls. I hear from white girls and women, Asian college students, all sorts of people. Somebody’s picked on all of us, at some time, so readers know what I’m talking about.





From � HYPERLINK "http://www.nypl.org/chat/flake.html" ��www.nypl.org/chat/flake.html�


























Identify the positive aspects of Maleeka’s life, and what they reveal. 


For example, Sweets shows her a positive role model of someone with self esteem – ‘I’m as good as the queen of England.’ (p31)

















brilliant





brown





beautiful








my








Dear Diary





	Where do you run when there’s no place to run? They had me trapped. I could see no way out. Then I scratched one on the face, bit the other on his fat, dirty hands. And when I was running, running to hide deep in the crowd up there, I saw someone I knew. It was Kinjari! Kinjari is �not dead!





	Akeelma





      The Skin I’m In (p75)











Dear Mr Pajolli





	I have pleasure in submitting my application for the post of English teacher.


	Currently, I work for a large advertising agency. I have a senior position and have experienced considerable success within this post. Over the past six years I have gained the highest sales records in the company.


	However, I have had a long-held ambition to be a teacher, as I wish to give something back to the community. I feel that I am suited to be a teacher because











brilliant





is





Things got worse after that. Kids picked on me more than ever. They sang John-John’s stupid song whenever I walked the halls. They got on my case about every little thing. My hair. My clothes. My color. My good grades. The fact that teachers liked me.





The Skin I’m In (p11)











brown





Dear Diary





	The sea is wild and mean. Water is crashing against the boat like a hundred angry lions. My body is wet with sweat and throw-up from the others pressing close around me like sticks of firewood.


	They chain us together like thieves and beat us till we bleed. I have made up my mind, though. I will show no weakness. I will be strong. Strong like the sea and the wind.





	Akeelma





      The Skin I’m In (p66)








People hate the way I look.











I am so unhappy.























US slang





bugging





fess up





flunk





homies





jack up





pissed





punk





She is down-to-earth and unsophisticated, as shown by her informal speech.





She can sense trouble before it happens, and almost expects it.





She uses an attractive image about herself, showing self-worth.





Her language is sophisticated and quite formal.





English meanings





fail





mess up





confess





annoyed





crowd of friends





imagining it





useless person
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