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The UNSCOM Investigation of Iraq’s
Biological Warfare Programme

Richard O. Spertzel

The controversies over

Iraq and weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) in recent
years have raised questions
about how far these
programmes progressed
and when they ceased to

be active. Iraq’s offensive
biological warfare
programme was one of

the most secretive of the
country’s efforts to develop
WMD in the late 1980s and early 1990s. It was only in
July 1995, in the face of overwhelming evidence
gathered by the UN Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM), that Iraq was forced to acknowledge that
it had produced botulinum toxin and Bacillus anthracis
spores in bulk and, a month later, that it had
weaponized these agents and carried out weapon tests
from 1987 onwards. Even today, the full extent and
purpose of Iraq’s biological warfare programme is
unclear. Richard O. Spertzel was one of the UNSCOM
inspectors responsible for investigating Iraq’s
biological warfare programme. In The UNSCOM
Investigation of Iraq’s Biological Warfare Programme,
Spertzel recounts how the Iraqi biological warfare
programme was uncovered and the Iraqi Government’s
attempts to hide it. The book presents valuable
experience for any future investigations of alleged
biological warfare programmes.
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FORTHCOMING

Inspection Equipment Under the
Chemical Weapons Convention

Ron G. Manley

During the negotiation of
the 1993 Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC) in the
1980s and 1990s, a keenly
debated aspect of the draft
convention was the question
of on-site inspection.

However, the simple
presence of inspectors is not
enough on its own—they
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have to have equipment with
them to help them in their
tasks and to be able to measure and assess what they
can see. While it seemed at the beginning of the
negotiations that concluding definitions of inspection
equipment would be a simple technical task, it moved
from the technical into the political sphere as the
debate continued on the powers and intrusiveness

of inspectors.

In this book Ron G. Manley, a former Director of

the Verification Division of the Organisation for

the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, examines the
political and technical issues associated with inspection
equipment used under the CWC starting with the
negotiations in Geneva and the preparatory phases
before entry into force of the convention.
Implementation in the first five years of operation

of the CWC is examined and lessons for future

arms control regimes are discussed.
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The Evolution of Biological
Disarmament

— NicholasA. Sims, London
School of Economics and
Political Science

The evolution of the
disarmament regime of the
1972 Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention (BTWC)
is described from 1980, when
the first BTWC Review
Conference was held, until
1998. The author analyses
the results of the first four
review conferences; the
meetings of the Ad Hoc Group of Governmental
Experts to Identify and Examine Potential Verification
Measures from a Scientific and Technical Standpoint;
the 1994 Special Conference; the current negotiations
of the Ad Hoc Group to produce an additional protocol
to the BTWC, which may include verification measures;
handling of the 1997 Cuban allegation of US biological
warfare; and the implementation of Article X of the
BTWC on international transfers and cooperation for
peaceful purposes. The strength of the BTWC regime is
assessed in the light of its evolution through the review
process and its changing contexts, including Russia’s
admission that it had inherited an offensive biological
weapon programme. The book applies an original
sector-by-sector approach to its analysis of the BTWC,
studied in a long-term perspective.
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