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Darwin’s Anniversary Year

Why Evolution 
is True

Jerry A. Coyne, University 
of Chicago, USA

For all the discussion in the
media about creationism
and ‘Intelligent Design’,
virtually nothing has been
said about the evidence in
question—the evidence for
evolution by natural
selection. Yet, as this succinct and important book
shows, that evidence is vast, varied, and magnificent,
and drawn from many disparate fields of science. Why
Evolution is True weaves together the many threads of
modern work in genetics, palaeontology, geology,
molecular biology, anatomy, and development to
demonstrate the ‘indelible stamp’ of the processes
first proposed by Darwin.

February 2009 | 256 pages

978-0-19-923084-6, HARDBACK £14.99/$29.98

Darwin’s Lost
World

The early history of 
life on Earth

Martin Brasier, University
of Oxford, UK

This book concerns one 
of Darwin’s Dilemmas, 
and the efforts of modern
palaeontologists to solve it.

What puzzled Darwin is that the most pre-Cambrian
rocks seemed to be barren, when he would expect
them to be teeming with life. He speculated that this
was probably because the fossils had not been found
yet. In part, this was true: modern palaeontologists
have indeed brought us amazing fossils from far
beyond the Cambrian. But the fossils are enigmatic,
and something does seem to happen around the
Cambrian to speed up evolution drastically and
produce many of the early forms of animals we know
today. Martin Brasier takes us into the dark ages of
the Precambrian to explore Darwin’s Lost World, and
pieces together the puzzle of what happened over
540 million years ago to drive what is known as the
Cambrian Explosion. 

February 2009 | 256 pages

978-0-19-954897-2, HARDBACK £16.99/$34.00

Darwin’s Legacy

What Evolution Means Today

John Dupré, University of Exeter, UK

2005 | 160 pages

978-0-19-928421-4, PAPERBACK £8.99/$17.95

Darwin

A Very Short Introduction

Jonathan Howard, University of Cologne, Germany

Very Short Introductions

2001 | 144 pages

978-0-19-285454-4 £6.99/$11.95
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Natural Selection and Beyond

The Intellectual Legacy of Alfred Russel Wallace

Edited by Charles H. Smith, Professor of Library Public
Services, Western Kentucky University, and George
Beccaloni, Curator, Natural History Museum, London

Alfred Russel Wallace was one of the nineteenth
century’s most potent intellectual forces. In this rich
and varied collection, writers from a range of fields
explore Wallace’s work—and influence today—as
biologist, collector, and a Victorian deeply engaged
with the social, political, and philosophical issues 
of the age. 
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978-0-19-923916-0, HARDBACK £25.00/$50.00

Darwinian
Detectives

Revealing the Natural
History of Genes and
Genomes

Norman A. Johnson,
Adjunct Assistant Research
Professor, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst

Biology is often viewed
today as a bipartisan field,
with molecular level genetics
guiding us into the future and
natural history (including
ecology, evolution, and
conservation biology,) chaining us to a descriptive
scientific past. In Darwinian Detectives, Norman
Johnson bridges this divide, revealing how the tried
and true tools of natural history make sense of the
newest genomic discoveries. Through lively
anecdotes, he explores how researchers detect
natural selection acting on genes and what this
genetic information tells us about human origins.

2007 | 240 pages

978-0-19-530675-0, HARDBACK £16.99/$28.00
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Evolutionary
Writings

Including the
Autobiographies

Charles Darwin

Edited by James A. Secord,
University of Cambridge,
UK and Director of the
Darwin Correspondence
Project 

This volume brings together key chapters from
Darwin’s most important books, including the Journal
of Researches on the Beagle voyage (1845), the Origin of
Species (1859), the Descent of Man (1871), and the full
text of his delightful autobiography. They are
accompanied by responses from 19th-century 
readers from around the world.

October 2008 | 512 pages
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On the Origin of Species

R E V I S E D  E D I T I O N

Charles Darwin

Edited by Gillian Beer, University of Cambridge, UK

Oxford World’s Classics

November 2008 | 432 pages

978-0-19-921922-3, PAPERBACK £7.99/$12.95

Living with Darwin

Evolution, Design, and the Future of Faith

Philip Kitcher, Columbia University, USA

Philip Kitcher distills the case for Darwinian
evolutionary theory and its implications in a clear
and forceful way. Kitcher shows how the alleged
rivals to Darwinism, like Intelligent Design, are
essentially scientifically bankrupt—and that
scientific discoveries, including Darwin’s, pose a
genuine problem for religious faith, one that neither
Darwin’s opponents nor his militant defenders 
have satisfactorily resolved.
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Charles Darwin

Adrian Desmond,
University College
London, UK, James
Moore, Open University,
UK, and Janet Browne,
Harvard University, USA

A short biography based
upon the entry from the
world-famous Oxford
Dictionary of National
Biography. 

Very Interesting People
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