
Cleopatra

A Biography

duane W. roller, The Ohio
State University

‘Roller offers a superb
panorama of the society and
culture of late Ptolemaic
Egypt, with vivid sketches
of... Cleopatra’s Alexandria.’

Times Literary Supplement

In Cleopatra, Duane Roller
provides the definitive
biography of Cleopatra VII

(69–30 BC), not as a figure in popular culture or even 
in the arts and literature of the last five hundred years,
but as the last Greek queen of Egypt.

Women in antiquity

2010 | 272 pages | 11 halftones | 3 maps | OUP USA

978-0-19-536553-5, HARDBACK £14.99
Roller: Cleopatra

Petitions, Litigation, and Social Control
in Roman Egypt

Benjamin Kelly, York University, Toronto

Through the analysis of legal documents surviving 
on papyrus, such as petitions, reports of court
proceedings, and letters, this book examines the
contribution that petitioning and litigation made to 
the maintenance of the social order in Roman Egypt
between 30 BC and AD 284, and focuses on how the
legal system achieved its formal goals.

oxford studies in ancient documents

September 2011 | 420 pages | 2 maps

978-0-19-959961-5, HARDBACK £75.00
Kelly: Petitions, Litigation, and Social Control in Roman Egypt.

What Makes Civilization?

The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West

david Wengrow, University
College London

‘A book that readers will
certainly find stimulating.’

History Today

A vivid new account of 
the ‘birth of civilization’ 
in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia where many 
of the foundations of 
modern life were laid.

2010 | 240 pages | 20 black and white halftones | 6 maps

978-0-19-280580-5, HARDBACK £14.99
Wengrow: What Makes Civilization?

Dividing the Spoils

The War for Alexander the Great’s Empire

robin Waterfield, formerly
Universities of Newcastle and
St Andrews

The story of the wars that 
led to the break-up of
Alexander the Great’s vast
empire after his death in 
323 BC and the brilliant
cultural developments which
accompanied this birth of a
new world. Everyone has
heard of Alexander the Great,

the famous conqueror. But what happened after his
death to the lands he had conquered? It took forty years
of world-changing warfare for his successors to carve
up the empire. This thrilling period of unremitting
warfare, treachery, assassination, passion, shifting
alliances, and mass slaughter, has been neglected.
Dividing the Spoils resurrects the fascinating story of 
this period—both the warfare and the world-changing
cultural developments that were taking place at the
same time.

April 2011 | 320 pages | 8 black and white plates | 9 maps

978-0-19-957392-9, HARDBACK £18.99
Waterfield: Dividing the Spoils

Ancient India

New Research

Edited by Upinder singh, and nayanjot Lahiri, both at the
University of Delhi

This volume brings together new research on a variety
of themes related to ancient and early medieval India
like gender, archaeology, religion, landscapes, and
literature.

2010 | 320 pages | 40 line drawings and black and white
photos | OUP India

978-0-19-806830-3, PAPERBACK £11.99
Singh and Lahiri: Ancient India

The Geopolitical Orbits of Ancient India

The Geographical Frames of the Ancient Indian
Dynasties

dilip K. Chakrabarti

This volume shows how power politics in ancient India
revolved around certain defined geo-political orbits. 
In doing so it proposes a new model for understanding
the political history of ancient India.

January 2011 | 240 pages | 6 maps | OUP India

978-0-19-806989-8, HARDBACK £32.50
Chakrabarti: The Geopolitical Orbits of Ancient India

The Temple of Athena at Assos

Bonna daix Wescoat, Emory University

A fully-illustrated study of the Doric Temple of Athena
at Assos, in modern Turkey. Bonna Daix Wescoat
presents a complete inventory of the architecture and
ornament, proposes a new reconstruction of the
building, and situates the Temple within the formative
development of monumental architecture in Archaic
Greece. 

oxford Monographs on Classical archaeology

December 2011 | 320 pages | 111 photographs | 101 figures 
15 fold-out plans

978-0-19-814382-6, HARDBACK £100.00
Wescoat: The Temple of Athena at Assos 

The Aztec Empire

A New History

susan Toby Evans, Pennsylvania State University

This volume surveys the Aztec empire in a lively and
engaging narrative, introducing the reader to an
important civilization whose masterworks rival those
of the other great civilizations of the pre-modern world.

July 2011 | 272 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-533696-2, PAPERBACK £16.99
978-0-19-533695-5, HARDBACK £60.00
Evans: The Aztec Empire

B E s T s E L L E r

Egypt, Greece and Rome

Civilizations of the Ancient
Mediterranean

S ECO N D  E D I T I O N

Charles freeman

‘This is the second edition of
what was an excellent book
in its first edition, and is now
stronger and even more
useful... If you did not add the
first edition to your school or
college library, I recommend
that you do so. If you did, the
second edition should still
beckon you to include it.’

Journal of 
Classics Teaching

Egypt, Greece and Rome is regarded as one of the best
general histories of the ancient world. It is written 
for the general reader and the student coming to the
subject for the first time and provides a reliable and
highly accessible point of entry to the period. The
second edition incorporates new chapters on the
ancient Mediterranean and the Ancient Near East, 
as well as extended coverage of Egypt.

2004 | 736 pages | numerous halftones | colour plates and
line drawings

978-0-19-926364-6, PAPERBACK £32.00
Freeman: Egypt, Greece and Rome
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Brotherhood of Kings

How International Relations Shaped the Ancient Near East

amanda h. Podany, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

Over four thousand years ago ambassadors and merchants overcame all manner 
of obstacles in order to ally the kings of the ancient Near East together as self-
proclaimed brothers. This book takes readers on a journey across time and space—
from the 24th to the 14th century BCE, and through deserts and river valleys—to
meet the colourful characters who first began to tie cultures together.

2010 | 432 pages | 15 halftones and maps | OUP USA

978-0-19-531398-7, HARDBACK £22.50

suitable as 
a student text



nEW in PaPErBaC K

The Monetary Systems 
of the Greeks and Romans

Edited by W. V. harris,
Columbia University

This collection of new 
essays presents a set of
debates about what money
was in antiquity and how it
functioned. The focus is
mainly on the Greeks, 
who were not the original
inventors of coinage but
were responsible for its
widespread adoption, and 

on the Roman Empire, which developed one of the
most complex of known pre-modern economies.

2010 | 344 pages | 5 black and white illustrations

978-0-19-958671-4, PAPERBACK £25.00
978-0-19-923335-9, HARDBACK £67.00
Harris: The Monetary Systems of the Greeks and Romans

The Oxford Handbook of 
Greek and Roman Coinage

Edited by William Metcalf, Yale University

This book makes accessible to students, scholars, and
the general reader annotated, up-to-date information
regarding the major coinages of the Greco-Roman
world. An international group of experts has been
asked to treat their areas of expertise, and the result 
is a broadly illustrated introduction to the subject.

oxford handbooks in Classics and ancient history

November 2011 | 944 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-530574-6, HARDBACK £95.00
Metcalf: The Oxford Handbook of Greek and Roman Coinage

Citizens of Discord

Rome and Its Civil Wars

Edited by Brian Breed, University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
Cynthia damon, University of Pennsylvania, and
andreola rossi

The volume brings together
an international group of
distinguished contributors
and offers a broad basis of
investigation of the
phenomenon of Roman civil
wars, encompassing literary
texts, documentary texts,
and material culture,
spanning the Greek and
Roman worlds.

2010 | 352 pages | 11 illustrations | OUP USA

978-0-19-538957-9, HARDBACK £55.00
Breed, Damon, and Rossi: Citizens of Discord

nEW in PaPErBaC K

Rome and China

Comparative Perspectives on Ancient World
Empires

Edited by Walter scheidel,
Stanford University

This volume brings together
experts in the history of the
ancient Mediterranean and
early China and presents a
series of comparative case
studies on clearly defined
aspects of state formation 
in early eastern and 
western Eurasia, focusing 
on the process of initial
developmental convergence.

oxford studies in Early Empires

March 2011 | 256 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-975835-7, PAPERBACK £18.99
978-0-19-533690-0, HARDBACK £45.00
Scheidel: Rome and China

Late Antiquity: A Very Short
Introduction

gillian Clark, University of Bristol

The time known as Late
Antiquity (c.300–c.800) was 
a fascinatingly diverse and
important period which saw
the ‘Fall of Rome’ and the
growth of Christianity and
Islam. Gillian Clark explores
its historical controversies,
introducing the main
characters and themes, and
demonstrating the transition
between the medieval and
ancient.

Very short introductions

February 2011 | 152 pages | 15 black and white halftones

978-0-19-954620-6, PAPERBACK £7.99
Clark: Late Antiquity: A Very Short Introduction

The Idea of the Library 
in the Ancient World

yun Lee Too

‘This fascination book
extends the ancient library
well beyond Alexandria’s
hoary shadow.’

Times Higher Education
Supplement

A study of the ancient library
as a complex institution with
many different functions: as
an instrument of power, of
memory; an articulation of a
political ideal, an art gallery,

a place for sociality. Too incidentally raises conceptual
questions about modern libraries, bringing to these the
insights that a study of antiquity can offer.  

2010 | 276 pages

978-0-19-957780-4, HARDBACK £58.00
Too: The Idea of the Library in the Ancient World

nEW in PaPErBaC K

Ancient Literacies

The Culture of Reading in Greece and Rome

Edited by William a. Johnson, Duke University, and 
holt n. Parker, University of Cincinnati

This timely volume attempts to formulate interesting
new ways of talking about the entire concept of literacy
in the ancient world—in the sense of text-oriented
events embedded in a particular socio-cultural context.
The volume is intended as a forum in which selected
leading scholars rethink from the ground up how
students of classical antiquity might best approach 
the question of literacy in the past, and how that
investigation might materially intersect with changes
in the way that literacy is now viewed in other
disciplines.

May 2011 | 432 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-534015-0, PAPERBACK £22.50
978-0-19-534015-0, HARDBACK £45.00
Johnson and Parker: Ancient Literacies
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B i o g r a P h y

John Marincola

John Marincola is the Leon Golden Professor of Classics at Florida State University.
His interests are in Greek and Roman historiography and rhetoric, and in
particular in the various and sometimes contradictory roles that history played 
in the ancient world. His publications include Authority and Tradition in Ancient
Historiography, Greek Historians, Herodotus: Histories Book IX (with Michael Flower), and,
most recently, Ancient Historiography and its Contexts (co-edited with C. S. Kraus and 
C. B. R. Pelling). He is currently at work on a comprehensive study of the writing of
history in the Hellenistic age.

Greek and Roman Historiography

Edited by John Marincola, Florida State University

A collection of important recent articles discussing the ways in which the ancient
Greeks and Romans thought about and wrote their histories. Six articles are newly
translated into English, while a specially written introduction places the essays in
the larger context of earlier and more recent trends in the study of classical
historiography. 

oxford readings in Classical studies

March 2011 | 512 pages

978-0-19-923350-2, PAPERBACK £40.00
978-0-19-923349-6, HARDBACK £97.50

suitable as 
a student text



The Economies of Hellenistic Societies,
Third to First Centuries BC

Edited by Zosia archibald,
University of Liverpool, 
John K. davies, University 
of Liverpool, and Vincent

gabrielsen, University of
Copenhagen

A collection of essays
investigating the economic
transformations that took
place in the states and
kingdoms around the eastern
Mediterranean following the

conquests of Alexander the Great—changes which have
had an enduring effect on global cultural patterns.

April 2011 | 460 pages | 25 in-text illustrations | 2 maps

978-0-19-958792-6, HARDBACK £90.00
Archibald, Davies, and Gabrielsen: The Economies of Hellenistic Societies, Third to First Centuries BC

B E s T s E L L E r

The Oxford History of Byzantium

Edited by Cyril Mango,
formerly University of Oxford

‘This is a book which
succeeds in giving the 
reader an introduction to
many different aspects of
Byzantium and a sense of 
its long history and wide-
spreading civilisation.’

Anglo-Hellenic Review

‘A triumph... there is a
deliberate attempt to get beyond the merely political to
understand the deeper movements which sustained the
empire. It deserves the warmest recommendation.’

Charles Freeman, History Today

The Oxford History of Byzantium is the only history to
provide in concise form detailed historical coverage
from the Roman beginnings to the fall of
Constantinople and assimilation into the Turkish
Empire. Against a backdrop of stories of emperors,
intrigues, battles, and bishops the contributors to this
beautifully illustrated volume explore everyday life in
cities and villages, manufacture and trade, machinery
of government, the church as an instrument of state,
minorities, education, literary activity, beliefs and
superstitions, monasticism, iconoclasm, the rise of
Islam, and the fusion with Western, or Latin, culture.

2002 | 352 pages | 24 colour plates and numerous halftones

978-0-19-814098-6, HARDBACK £20.00
Mango: The Oxford History of Byzantium

nEW in PaPErBaC K

The Dynamics of Ancient Empires

State Power from Assyria to Byzantium

Edited by ian Morris and
Walter scheidel, both at
Stanford University

Greek and Roman empires
have largely been studied in
isolation from those of the
Near East. This volume is
designed to encourage
dialogue across disciplinary
boundaries by examining 
the fundamental features 
of the successive and partly

overlapping imperial states that dominated much of
the Near East and the Mediterranean in the first
millennia BCE and CE.

oxford studies in Early Empires

January 2011 | 400 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-975834-0, PAPERBACK £18.99
978-0-19-537158-1, HARDBACK £55.00
Morris and Scheidel: The Dynamics of Ancient Empires

The Rule of Empires

Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured 
Them, and Why They Always Fall

Timothy Parsons,
Washington University

Why do empires rise and why
do they fall? To answer this
question, Timothy Parsons
casts his gaze across seven
historical moments—from
ancient Rome to Muslim
Spain, from Britain’s ‘new’
imperialism in Kenya, to the
Third Reich. From these very
different examples, he draws

out common features about empires’ evolutions, their
self-justifying myths, and the reasons for their
inevitable decline.

2010 | 496 pages | 25 halftones | OUP USA

978-0-19-530431-2, HARDBACK £16.99
Parsons: The Rule of Empires

Justin: Epitome of the Philippic History
of Pompeius Trogus

Volume II: Books 13-15

J. C. yardley, University of Ottawa, Pat Wheatley,
University of Otago, and Waldemar heckel, University 
of Calgary

Pompeius Trogus, a Romanized Gaul, wrote a forty-
four book universal history (The Philippic History) of the
non-Roman, Mediterranean world, which was later
abbreviated by M. Junianus Justinus. This volume
supplies a historical analysis of this unique source 
with a full translation and running commentary on
Books 13-15.

December 2011 | 300 pages

978-0-19-927760-5, PAPERBACK £27.50
978-0-19-927759-9, HARDBACK £70.00
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A History of the Ancient World

FO U R T H  E D I T I O N

Chester g. starr, University of Michigan

Reflecting five decades of teaching and research, and drawing on the most recent
scholarship, the fourth edition of this widely-read history provides the same broad
coverage, chronological framework, and absorbing literary style that distinguished
previous editions. For the new edition, the chapters on early humankind, the
section on the revolt of Bar Kochba, and the chapter describing the end of the
Roman Empire in the west have been rewritten to incorporate the most recent
scholarship, and bibliographies have been brought up to date throughout.

2010 | 800 pages | 32 plates | 20 maps | 10 tables | OUP USA

978-0-19-506629-6, HARDBACK £45.00
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