
The Advent of Pluralism

Diversity and Conflict in the Age of Sophocles

Lauren J. apfel

In this study of the relationship between a modern
philosophical idea and an ancient historical moment,
Lauren Apfel explores how the notion of pluralism,
made famous by Isaiah Berlin, features in the Classical
Greek world and, more specifically, in the thought of
three of its most prominent figures: Protagoras,
Herodotus, and Sophocles.

oxford Classical Monographs

April 2011 | 400 pages

978-0-19-960062-5, HARDBACK £70.00
Apfel: The Advent of Pluralism
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The Development of Ethics: Volume 1

From Socrates to the Reformation

Terence irwin, University 
of Oxford

‘A remarkable work of
scholarship. Very few
philosophers could produce 
a work of such scale and 
such erudition.’

Anthony Kenny, Times
Literary Supplement

Terence Irwin presents 
a historical and critical 

study of the development of moral philosophy over 
two thousand years, from ancient Greece to the
Reformation. Starting with the seminal ideas of
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, he guides the reader
through the centuries that follow, introducing each 
of the thinkers he discusses with generous quotations
from their works. He offers not only careful
interpretation but critical evaluation of what they 
have to offer philosophically. This is the first of three
volumes which will examine the history of ethics 
in the Socratic tradition, up to the late 20th century.

August 2011 | 840 pages

978-0-19-969385-6, PAPERBACK £25.00
978-0-19-824267-3, HARDBACK £85.00
Irwin: The Development of Ethics: Volume 1

Moral Psychology and Human 
Action in Aristotle

Edited by Michael Pakaluk,
Ave Maria University and
Institute for the Psychological
Sciences, and giles Pearson,
University of Bristol

Both Aristotle and moral
psychology have been
flourishing areas of
philosophical inquiry in
recent years. This volume
aims to bring the two
streams of research 

together, offering fresh Aristotelian insights into 
moral psychology and philosophy of action, and
applying philosophical sensibility to the reading 
of Aristotelian texts.   

February 2011 | 352 pages

978-0-19-954654-1, HARDBACK £45.00
Pakaluk and Pearson: Moral Psychology and Human Action in Aristotle

Priority in Aristotle’s Metaphysics

Michail Peramatzis, Queen’s University, Belfast

The idea that some parts of reality are fundamental and
others derivative was an important one in Aristotle’s
philosophical system, and is now again of great current
interest in philosophy. Michail Peramatzis presents a
new account of priority relations in Aristotle’s
Metaphysics, and draws out their continuing
philosophical significance.

August 2011 | 360 pages

978-0-19-958835-0, HARDBACK £50.00
Peramatzis: Priority in Aristotle’s Metaphysics

Virtue and Reason in Plato and Aristotle

a.W. Price, Birkbeck College, University of London

A.W. Price explores the views of Plato and Aristotle on
how virtue of character and practical reasoning enable
agents to achieve eudaimonia—the state of living or
acting well. He provides a full philosophical analysis
and argues that the perennial question of action within
human life is central to the reflections of these ancient
philosophers.

August 2011 | 360 pages

978-0-19-960961-1, HARDBACK £45.00
Price: Virtue and Reason in Plato and Aristotle 

Selected Letters

seneca

Translated by Elaine fantham, Princeton
University

This is the largest selection 
of Stoic philosopher and
tragedian Seneca’s letters
currently available. In them
Seneca advises his friend
Lucilius on how to do
without what is superfluous,
whether on the subject of
happiness, riches,
reputation, or the emotions.
We learn too about Seneca’s
personal and political life 
in the time of Nero.

oxford World’s Classics

2010 | 368 pages

978-0-19-953321-3, PAPERBACK £9.99
Seneca and Fantham: Selected Letters
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Seneca: Selected Philosophical Letters

Translated with Introduction and Commentary

Brad inwood, University of
Toronto

Seneca’s Letters to Lucilius
are a rich source of
information about ancient
Stoicism, an influential 
work for early modern
philosophers, and a
fascinating philosophical
document in their own right.
This selection aims to include
those which are of greatest

philosophical interest. Inwood also discusses their
literary and historical background.

Clarendon Later ancient Philosophers

2010 | 436 pages

978-0-19-957562-6, PAPERBACK £22.99
978-0-19-823894-2, HARDBACK £55.00
Inwood: Seneca: Selected Philosophical Letters
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The Philosophy of
Epictetus

Edited by Theodore scaltsas,
University of Edinburgh, and
andrew  s. Mason, King’s
College London

The Stoic philosopher
Epictetus has been one of the
most influential of ancient
thinkers, both in antiquity
itself and in modern times.
Theodore Scaltsas and
Andrew S. Mason present 
ten specially written papers

which discuss Epictetus’ thought on a wide range of
subjects, including ethics, logic, theology, and
psychology; explore his relations to his predecessors
(including his two philosophical heroes, Socrates 
and Diogenes the Cynic, as well as the earlier Stoic
tradition); and examine his influence on later thinkers.

2010 | 190 pages

978-0-19-958551-9, PAPERBACK £16.99
978-0-19-923307-6, HARDBACK £39.00
Scaltsas and Mason: The Philosophy of Epictetus

Damascius’ Problems and Solutions
Regarding First Principles

Translated by sara ahbel-

rappe, University of Michigan

Damascius was head of the
Neoplatonist academy in
Athens when the Emperor
Justinian shut its doors
forever in 529. His work,
Problems and Solutions
Regarding First Principles, 
is the last surviving
independent philosophical
treatise from the Late

Academy. It has never before been translated into
English.

american academy of religion - religions in Translation

2010 | 560 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-515029-2, HARDBACK £65.00
Ahbel-Rappe: Damascius’ Problems and Solutions Regarding First Principles
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suitable as 
a student text

Plutarch’s 
Practical Ethics

The Social Dynamics
of Philosophy

Lieve Van hoof,
Research Foundation,
Flanders

A study of Plutarch’s
practical ethics, a
group of texts within
his Moralia designed to
help powerful Greeks
and Romans manage their
ambitions and society’s
expectations successfully.
Lieve Van Hoof depicts philosophy 
under the Roman Empire as a kind of symbolic
capital engendering power and prestige for
author and reader alike.  

2010 | 328 pages

978-0-19-958326-3, HARDBACK £60.00



Nietzsche and the
Ancient Skeptical
Tradition

Jessica n. Berry, Georgia State University

This work presents a portrait of Nietzsche as the skeptic
par excellence in the modern period, by demonstrating
how a careful and informed understanding of ancient
Pyrrhonism illuminates his reflections on truth,
knowledge and morality, as well as the very nature 
and value of philosophic inquiry.

February 2011 | 272 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-536842-0, HARDBACK £40.00
Berry: Nietzsche and the Ancient Skeptical Tradition

The Demands of Reason

An Essay on Pyrrhonian
Scepticism

Casey Perin, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst

Casey Perin presents a new
interpretation of key ideas
and arguments in Sextus
Empiricus’ Outlines of
Pyrrhonism, a founding text 
of the Sceptical tradition in
philosophy. Perin examines
Sextus’ commitment to the
search for truth and to
certain principles of

rationality, the scope of his scepticism, and its
consequences for action and agency.

2010 | 144 pages

978-0-19-955790-5, HARDBACK £27.50
Perin: The Demands of Reason

The Drama of Ideas

Platonic Provocations in Theater and Philosophy

Martin Puchner, Columbia
University

Philosophy and theater have
often defined themselves in
contrast to each other,
sharing a mutual antipathy
that manifests in a critical
evasion. And yet the histories
of philosophy and theater
have in fact been crucially
intertwined. Appointing
Plato as a hinge figure,

Puchner traces the long-standing philosophical register
in drama and philosophy’s more recent theatrical shift.
The Drama of Ideas provides a broad, persuasive account
of this alternative theatrical tradition, working his way
from Plato to the Renaissance to Martha Nussbaum
today, while dwelling most forcefully on the modern
drama of Wilde, Shaw, Pirandello, and others.

2010 | 272 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-973032-2, HARDBACK £19.99
Puchner: The Drama of Ideas
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Oxford Studies in Ancient
Philosophy

‘the leading venue for publication in ancient
philosophy. It is where one looks to find the state-
of-the-art.’

Michael Pakaluk, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

Oxford Studies in Ancient Philosophy is a volume 
of original articles on all aspects of ancient
philosophy. The articles may be of substantial
length, and include critical notices of major
books. OSAP is now published twice yearly, in 
both hardback and paperback.

This is a special volume dedicated to the memory
of Michael Frede (1940–2007).

Volume 40
Essays in Memory of Michael Frede

Edited by James allen, University of Pittsburgh,
Eyjólfur Kjalar Emilsson, University of Oslo,
Benjamin Morison, Princeton University, and
Wolfgang-rainer Mann, Columbia University, 
New York

May 2011 | 400 pages

978-0-19-960966-6, PAPERBACK £25.00
978-0-19-960965-9, HARDBACK £60.00

Volume 39

Edited by Brad inwood,
University of Toronto

2010 | 336 pages

978-0-19-959712-3, PAPERBACK £22.50
978-0-19-959711-6, HARDBACK £55.00

Volume 38

Edited by Brad inwood, University of Toronto

2010 | 320 pages

978-0-19-958681-3, PAPERBACK £22.50
978-0-19-958680-6, HARDBACK £55.00
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Epistles of the
Brethren of Purity: 
The Case of the
Animals versus
Man Before the
King of the Jinn

An Arabic critical edition
and English translation 
of Epistle 22

Edited and translated by
Lenn E. goodman, and
richard Mcgregor, both at 
Vanderbilt University

‘The value of this beautifully produced book is
enhanced considerably by the very full and erudite
annotation that accompanies [it].’

Geert Jan Van Gelder, Times Literary Supplement

This is the first critical edition of the best-known
epistle of the Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa), a
tenth-century esoteric fraternity based in Basra and
Baghdad. It features an ecological fable on man’s
exploitation of animals, preceded by a short
exposition on zoology.

Published in association with the Institute of 
Ismaili Studies

Epistles of the Brethren of Purity

2010 | 696 pages

978-0-19-958016-3, HARDBACK £75.00

On Logic

An Arabic critical edition
and English translation 
of Epistles 10–14

Edited by Carmela

Baffioni, University of
Naples ‘L’Orientale’

Epistles 10–14 of the 
Brethren of Purity focus on 
the foundations of logic,
offering a tenth-century
interpretation of the classic Aristotelian texts by
scholars in Islamic civilization. This is the first
critical edition, presenting the original Arabic text
with a fully annotated English translation.

Published in association with the Institute of 
Ismaili Studies

Epistles of the Brethren of Purity

2010 | 160 pages

978-0-19-958652-3, HARDBACK £50.00

On Music

An Arabic critical edition and English translation 
of Epistle 5

Edited by owen Wright, School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London

This is the first critical edition of a fascinating 
medieval work on music, written in Iraq in the tenth
century. It is accompanied by an English translation
and full annotation. The Epistle examines not just
the technical, scientific, and mathematical aspects
of music, but also its cosmic, psychological, and
spiritual dimensions.

Published in association with the Institute of 
Ismaili Studies

Epistles of the Brethren of Purity

January 2011 | 224 pages

978-0-19-959398-9, HARDBACK £45.00
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Desire, Practical Reason,
and the Good

Classical and Contemporary
Perspectives

Edited by sergio Tenenbaum,
University of Toronto

The ‘Guise of the Good’
thesis—the view that desire,
intention, or action always
aims at the good—has
received renewed attention
in the last twenty years. This
book brings together work
on various issues related to
this thesis both from
contemporary and 
historical perspectives.

2010 | 264 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-538244-0, HARDBACK £40.00
Tenenbaum: Desire, Practical Reason, and the Good
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Epicureanism at the 
Origins of Modernity

Catherine Wilson, City
University of New York and
University of Aberdeen

This engaging and richly
documented book examines
the Scientific Revolution and
the formation of the canon 
of early modern philosophy
in light of the rediscovery
and reworking of the
materialistic philosophy 
of the ancient atomists,

Epicurus and Lucretius. It is written equally for
philosophers and historians.

2010 | 320 pages

978-0-19-959555-6, PAPERBACK £19.99
978-0-19-923881-1, HARDBACK £42.00
Wilson: Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity

Definition in Greek
Philosophy

Edited by david Charles, University
of Oxford

Socrates’ greatest
philosophical contribution
was to have initiated the
search for definitions. In
Definition in Greek Philosophy
his views on definition are
examined, together with
those of his successors,
including Plato, Aristotle, the
Stoics, Galen, the Sceptics
and Plotinus. Although
definition was a major pre-
occupation for many Greek

philosophers, it has rarely been treated as a separate
topic in its own right in recent years. This volume,
which contains fourteen essays by leading scholars,
aims to reawaken interest in a number of central and
relatively unexplored issues concerning definition.
These issues are briefly set out in the Introduction,
which also seeks to point out scholarly and
philosophical questions which merit further study.

2010 | 576 pages

978-0-19-956445-3, HARDBACK £60.00
Charles: Definition in Greek Philosophy

Method and Metaphysics

Essays in Ancient Philosophy I

Jonathan Barnes, Université de Paris-Sorbonne

Edited by Maddalena Bonelli , University of Bergamo 

This volume presents twenty-six uncollected
philosophical essays by Jonathan Barnes, one of the
most admired and influential philosophers of his
generation. Newly revised, augmented, and improved,
the essays span four decades of his career and include
many rare and relatively unknown works on ancient
philosophical topics. Several essays are now translated
from the original French and made available in English
for the first time. Barnes explores a range of topics
including the interpretation of ancient philosophy, the
methods of the ancient philosophers, the Stoic notion
of eternal recurrence, and Platonic ontology. This
invigorating body of scholarship will be valued by 
all students and scholars of ancient philosophy.

September 2011 | 590 pages

978-0-19-957751-4, HARDBACK £60.00
Barnes: Method and Metaphysics
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Intelligent Virtue

Julia annas, University of Arizona

Intelligent Virtue presents a distinctive new account of virtue and happiness as
central ethical ideas. Annas argues that exercising a virtue involves practical
reasoning of a kind which can illuminatingly be compared to the kind of reasoning
we find in someone exercising a practical skill. Rather than asking at the start how
virtues relate to rules, principles, maximizing, or a final end, we should look at the
way in which the acquisition and exercise of virtue can be seen to be in many ways
like the acquisition and exercise of more mundane activities, such as farming,
building or playing the piano. This helps us to see virtue as part of an agent’s
happiness or flourishing, and as constituting (wholly, or in part) that happiness.
We are offered a better understanding of the relation between virtue as an ideal
and virtue in everyday life, and the relation between being virtuous and doing the right thing.

April 2011 | 200 pages

978-0-19-922877-5, PAPERBACK £18.99
978-0-19-922878-2, HARDBACK £45.00

B i o g r a P h y

Christopher gill

Christopher Gill is Professor of Ancient Thought at the University of Exeter. 
He has worked extensively on ancient psychology and ethics; this book marks 
an extension of his interests to ancient medical thought. Earlier books include
Personality in Greek Epic, Tragedy, and Philosophy: The Self in Dialogue (1996) and The
Structured Self in Hellenistic and Roman Thought (2006), both with Oxford University
Press. He plans to work next on Stoic ethics and its implications for modern
debates.

Naturalistic Psychology in Galen and Stoicism

Christopher gill, University of Exeter

A study of the psychological ideas of Galen (AD 129–c.210, the most important
medical writer in antiquity) and Stoicism (a major philosophical theory in the
Hellenistic and Roman periods), which Galen discussed extensively. Christopher
Gill argues that the two theories are complementary, and still of value to the
modern reader.

2010 | 416 pages

978-0-19-955679-3, HARDBACK £70.00
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