
‘We have no king 
but Christ’

Christian Political Thought in
Greater Syria on the Eve of the
Arab Conquest (c.400–585)

Philip Wood, Corpus Christi
College, Oxford

An examination of how, 
at the close of the Roman
Empire, Christianity
influenced the political and
social philosophy of the
peoples of the Near East,
laying the groundwork for
the blending of religious and
ethnic identity that we see in
the Middle East today.

oxford studies in Byzantium

2010 | 312 pages | 8 in-text illustrations | 1 map

978-0-19-958849-7, HARDBACK £60.00
Wood: ëWe have no king but Christ’ 

Christian Grace and
Pagan Virtue

The Theological Foundation 
of Ambrose’s Ethics

J. Warren smith, Duke University

Warren Smith examines the neglected biblical,
liturgical and theological foundations of Ambrose’s
thought on ethics. Earlier studies have found little that
was distinctively Christian in Ambrose’s image of the
virtuous person. Smith shows that, although like the
pagans he emphasised moderation, courage, justice,
and prudence, for Ambrose these characteristics were
shaped by the church’s beliefs about God’s salvific
economy.

oxford studies in historical Theology

January 2011 | 344 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-536993-9, HARDBACK £45.00
Smith: Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue

Heaven’s Purge

Purgatory in Late Antiquity

isabel Moreira, University of Utah

This book traces purgatory’s
roots in the texts and debates
of late antiquity. Illuminating
the varied perspectives on
post-mortem purgation in
late antiquity, Moreira
challenges the conclusions 
of recent scholarship
through an examination of
the texts, communities and
cultural ideas that informed
purgatory’s early history.

2010 | 320 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-973604-1, HARDBACK £40.00
Moreira: Heaven’s Purge

Disciplining Christians

Correction and Community in Augustine’s Letters

Jennifer V. Ebbeler, University of Texas, Austin

Disciplining Christians reconsiders several of Augustine’s
most well-known letter exchanges. It reads these
correspondences with close attention to conventional
epistolary norms and practices, in an effort to identify
and analyse Augustine’s adaptation of the traditionally
friendly letter exchange to the correction of perceived
error in the Christian community.

oxford studies in Late antiquity

April 2011 | 304 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-537256-4, HARDBACK £45.00
Ebbeler: Disciplining Christians

Gender Issues in Ancient and
Reformation Translations of 
Genesis 1–4

helen Kraus

This study looks at the representation of gender issues
in Genesis 1–4 in five influential translations from the
Hebrew original: the very first, into ancient Greek, 
the Latin Vulgate, Luther’s first German Bible, the
Authorized Version (King James), and the Dutch State
Bible, and considers the varying degrees of
androcentricity in the texts.

oxford Theological Monographs

May 2011 | 256 pages

978-0-19-960078-6, HARDBACK £65.00
Kraus: Gender Issues in Ancient and Reformation Translations of Genesis 1-4

nEW EdiT io n

The Documents of the
Christian Church

FO U R T H  E D I T I O N

Edited by henry Bettenson and Chris Maunder, York 
St John University

This selection of writings from the most important
moments in the history of Christianity has become
established as a classic reference work. This new
edition brings the anthology up-to-date with a new
section looking at issues facing the twentieth-century
churches.

September 2011 | 528 pages

978-0-19-956898-7, PAPERBACK £16.99
Bettenson and Maunder: The Documents of the Christian Church
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The Oxford Handbook of 
Early Christian Studies

Edited by susan ashbrook harvey, Brown University, and 
david g. hunter, University of Kentucky

‘This is an invaluable work of reference.’
G. R. Evans, Theology

A wide-ranging collection of authoritative accounts covering all major areas of
current research in Early Christian studies by a distinguished team of international
authors. It is thematically arranged to encompass the inter-disciplinary nature of
the field, examining history, literature, thought, practices, and material culture.

oxford handbooks in religion and Theology

2010 | 1,048 pages | 7 maps | 19 in-text black and white illustrations

978-0-19-959652-2, PAPERBACK £27.50
978-0-19-927156-6, HARDBACK £85.00

B i o g r a P h y

runar M. Thorsteinsson

Runar M. Thorsteinsson has a Ph.D. degree in New Testament studies from Lund
University in Sweden (2003, Docent in 2009). He has worked as a Research Fellow
and Assistant Professor at Lund University and Linköping University. His previous
publications include Paul’s Interlocutor in Romans 2: Function and Identity in the Context
of Ancient Epistolography (2003). He is currently a Research Fellow at the University 
of Copenhagen, where he does research on Justin Martyr and second-century
Christianity and philosophy.

Roman Christianity and Roman Stoicism

A Comparative Study of Ancient Morality

runar M. Thorsteinsson, Lund University and 
the University of Copenhagen

Runar M. Thorsteinsson presents a challenge to the view that Christianity
introduced an entirely new, better, and decidedly universal morality into the
ancient world. Presenting evidence from Stoic and Christian texts from first
century Rome, he emphasizes the similarities between the two belief systems.   

2010 | 272 pages

978-0-19-957864-1, HARDBACK £65.00

suitable as 
a student text



Origen

Scholarship in the Service of the Church

ronald E. heine, Northwest
Christian University

A detailed survey of the 
life and thought of Origen
(c.185–254 A.D.), the most
important Greek-speaking
Christian theologian and
Biblical scholar in antiquity.
Heine considers how the two
urban centres of Alexandria
in Egypt and Caesarea in
Palestine, and their

communities of faith, had a discernable impact 
on Origen’s intellectual work.    

Christian Theology in Context

2010 | 288 pages

978-0-19-920908-8, PAPERBACK £16.99
978-0-19-920907-1, HARDBACK £50.00
Heine: Origen

The Oxford Handbook 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls

Edited by Timothy h. Lim,
University of Edinburgh, and 
John J. Collins, Yale University

Thirty international scholars
probe the main disputed
issues in the study of the
Dead Sea Scrolls. Essays
engage with the lively debate
over the archaeology and
history of the site, the nature
and identity of the sect, and
its relation to the broader
world of Second Temple
Judaism and to later Jewish
and Christian tradition.

oxford handbooks in religion and Theology

2010 | 808 pages | 2 maps | 7 black and white figures

978-0-19-920723-7, HARDBACK £85.00
Lim and Collins: The Oxford Handbook of the Dead Sea Scrolls

Hermeneutics of
Holiness

Ancient Jewish and Christian
Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community

naomi Koltun-fromm,
Haverford College

This book tells the story of
how the biblical notions 
of ‘holy person’ or ‘holy
community’ come to be
defined by sexual and
marriage practices by various
interpretive communities in
late antiquity. Tracing this
development from the
biblical texts into the fourth

century, Koltun-Fromm argues that sexual practices
among Jews and Christians, particularly ascetic sexual
practices, are rooted in the history of biblical exegesis
and tradition as much as in any other late ancient
phenomena.

2010 | 328 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-973648-5, HARDBACK £45.00
Koltun-Fromm: Hermeneutics of Holiness

Paganism: A Very Short
Introduction

owen davies, University of Hertfordshire

From its origins to the
present day, Owen Davies
explores ideas about
paganism that have existed
over the last two millennia.
He takes a chronological 
look at changing attitudes
towards its beliefs, its
practices, and its relationship
with the Church.

Very short introductions

May 2011 | 144 pages | 15 black and white halftones

978-0-19-923516-2, PAPERBACK £7.99
Davies: Paganism: A Very Short Introduction

Unreliable Witnesses

Religion, Gender, and 
History in the Greco-Roman
Mediterranean

ross shepard Kraemer,
Brown University

Through case studies, Ross
Shepard Kraemer explores
how rhetorical uses of
gender obscure our vision of
women’s practice of religion
in antiquity and shows how
religious practices in the
ancient Mediterranean,
whether gender-specific or
not, routinely encoded and
affirmed ideas about gender.

January 2011 | 344 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-974318-6, HARDBACK £45.00
Shepard Kraemer: Unreliable Witnesses

The Last Pagans 
of Rome

alan Cameron, Columbia
University

In a detailed analysis of the
visual and textual evidence,
this book disputes the widely
held view that the late fourth
century saw a vigorous and
determined ‘pagan reaction’
to the take-over of the
Roman world by Christianity,
at both the political and
cultural level.

January 2011 | 896 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-974727-6, HARDBACK £80.00
Cameron: The Last Pagans of Rome
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Translation and Survival

The Greek Bible of the Ancient Jewish Diaspora

Tessa rajak, University of Reading and University of Oxford

A new study of the translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek. Without it there
would have been no Western Jewish diaspora and no Christianity. Rajak places the
production of the Septuagint in historical context, investigates its creators, and
examines its role in the culture of Jews, Greeks, and Christians during the
centuries of its making.

July 2011 | 400 pages

978-0-19-969500-3, PAPERBACK £27.50
978-0-19-955867-4, HARDBACK £78.00

The Oxford
Handbook of 
Jewish Daily 
Life in Roman
Palestine

Edited by Catherine

hezser, School of
Oriental and African
Studies, University of
London

An indispensable
reference compendium on the day-to-day lives of
Jews in the land of Israel in Roman times. Written
by a distinguished team of scholars, the Handbook
covers all the major themes, from clothing and
domestic architecture to food and meals, labour
and trade, and leisure time activities, in a
comprehensive yet easily accessible way.

oxford handbooks in Classics and ancient history

2010 | 712 pages | 47 in-text illustrations

978-0-19-921643-7, HARDBACK £85.00

suitable as 
a student text



The Religious History of the 
Roman Empire

Pagans, Jews, and Christians

Edited by J. a. north,
University College London, 
and s. r. f. Price, Lady
Margaret Hall, Oxford

A collection of previously
published papers by leading
scholars, dealing with the
religious history of the
Roman Empire. It covers
Christianity and Judaism as
well as the paganism of the
Empire which so deeply
influenced these world
religions.  

oxford readings in Classical studies

May 2011 | 592 pages | 58 in-text illustrations

978-0-19-956735-5, PAPERBACK £35.00
978-0-19-956734-8, HARDBACK £95.00
North and Price: The Religious History of the Roman Empire

nEW EdiT io n

The Orthodox Church in the 
Byzantine Empire

J. M. hussey, formerly of the
University of London and 
St Hugh’s College, Oxford,
and foreword by andrew

Louth, Durham University

This is the widely acclaimed
comprehensive survey 
of the role of the medieval
Orthodox Church in the
Byzantine Empire
(c.600–c.1453), by the late
Professor J. M. Hussey. The

book discusses landmark events in ecclesiastical affairs,
the influence of the Church on the West, its officials
and organization, and the spirituality of laity, monks,
and clergy.

oxford history of the Christian Church

2010 | 456 pages | 3 maps

978-0-19-958276-1, PAPERBACK £35.00
Hussey: The Orthodox Church in the Byzantine Empire

Greek Popular Religion
in Greek Philosophy

Jon Mikalson, University of Virginia

A study of how Socrates,
Plato, Aristotle, and other
Greek philosophers
described, interpreted,
criticized, and utilized the
components and concepts 
of the religion of the people
of their time. These include
practices such as sacrifice,
prayer, dedications, and
divination, and the
governing concepts of 
piety and impiety.

2010 | 320 pages

978-0-19-957783-5, HARDBACK £60.00
Mikalson: Greek Popular Religion in Greek Philosophy

Religion and Reconciliation in 
Greek Cities

The Sacred Laws of Selinus and Cyrene

noel robertson, Brock
University

The lex sacra of Selinus and 
of Cyrene are the only two
inscribed religious calendars
to survive from ancient
Greece. These documents 
are fundamental to
understanding Greek
religious practice on the civic
and personal level, but they
have never been studied in

conjunction with one another before. Religion and
Reconciliation in Greek Cities provides a new edited text
with translation, commentary, and interpretive essays
on these documents.

an american Philological association Book

2010 | 432 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-539400-9, HARDBACK £60.00
Robertson: Religion and Reconciliation in Greek Cities

Reading Augustine in the Reformation

The Flexibility of Intellectual Authority 
in Europe, 1500–1620

arnoud s. Q. Visser, University of Leiden and University
of Amsterdam

Augustine of Hippo (354–430 AD) was regarded by
sixteenth century Europe as one of the most contested
religious and philosophical authorities. Through deep
examination of the production, circulation and
consumption of Augustine’s works, Arnoud Visser
reveals the wildly contrasting ways in which he was
read and appropriated by publishers, humanist
scholars, and individual readers.

oxford studies in historical Theology

June 2011 | 256 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-976593-5, HARDBACK £45.00
Visser: Reading Augustine in the Reformation

Perpetua’s Passions

Multidisciplinary Approaches to the Passio
Perpetuae et Felicitatis

Edited by Jan n. Bremmer, University of Groningen, 
and Marco formisano, Humboldt-Universität, Berlin

A collection of studies about the Passion of Perpetua, the
diary written by the young Christian martyr Perpetua.
This intriguing text is edited and translated before a
team of distinguished scholars examine it from a wide
range of perspectives: literary, narratological,
historical, religious, psychological, and philosophical.

September 2011 | 400 pages

978-0-19-956188-9, HARDBACK £75.00
Bremmer and Formisano: Perpetua’s Passions

nEW in PaPErBaC K

Cosmology and Self in
the Apostle Paul

The Material Spirit

Troels Engberg-Pedersen,
University of Copenhagen

This book presents an
innovative challenge to the
traditional reading of Paul.
Troels Engberg-Pedersen
argues that the usual, mainly
cognitive and metaphorical
ways of understanding
central Pauline concepts
must be supplemented by 
a literal understanding that

directly reflects Paul’s materialist cosmology.   

2010 | 304 pages

978-0-19-959674-4, PAPERBACK £25.00
978-0-19-955856-8, HARDBACK £65.00
Engberg-Pedersen: Cosmology and Self in the Apostle Paul

Foreign Cults in Rome

Creating a Roman Empire

Eric orlin, University of Puget
Sound

This study of the Roman reaction to foreign cults 
offers an exploration of how religion contributed to 
the reshaping of the Roman community and its sense 
of identity during the transition from a single city to
the dominant power in the Mediterranean basin.

2010 | 264 pages | 2 black and white halftones 
2 line illustrations | OUP USA

978-0-19-973155-8, HARDBACK £45.00
Orlin: Foreign Cults in Rome
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Witnesses to a World Crisis

Historians and Histories of the Middle East in the 
Seventh Century

James howard-Johnston, Corpus Christi College, Oxford

The first history of the formative phase of Islam to be grounded in important non-
Islamic as well as Islamic sources, this book is essential reading for anyone wanting
to understand Islam as a religion and political force, the modern Middle East, and
the jihadist impulse, as evident today as it was in the 7th century.

July 2011 | 576 pages | 9 maps

978-0-19-969499-0, PAPERBACK £37.50
978-0-19-920859-3, HARDBACK £90.00

suitable as 
a student text



The Hindus

An Alternative History

Wendy doniger, University 
of Chicago

‘one of the most profound
and enlightening
anatomisations of Hindu
history I have ever read.’

Jonathan Wright, 
Sunday Herald

An engrossing and definitive
narrative account of history
and myth that offers a new

way of understanding one of the world’s oldest major 
religions from one of the world’s foremost scholars 
on Hinduism.      

2010 | 800 pages | 4 maps | 12 black and white illustrations

978-0-19-959334-7, PAPERBACK £14.99
Doniger: The Hindus

The Asceticism of 
Isaac of Nineveh

Patrik hagman, Åbo Akademi
University

A study of the ascetic
teaching of 7th century
writer Isaac of Nineveh 
(Isaac the Syrian), a popular
figure in Eastern Christian
tradition. Hagman uses
Isaac’s writings to argue 
that asceticism is not about
punishing the body, but is 
a way to use the body to
communicate the Christian
message to society.

oxford Early Christian studies

2010 | 272 pages

978-0-19-959319-4, HARDBACK £60.00
Hagman: The Asceticism of Isaac of Nineveh

The Embodied Icon

Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power 
in Byzantium

Warren T. Woodfin, City University of New York, and
University of Zürich, Switzerland

This book explores the Byzantine art of embroidery 
on liturgical vestments. Spanning the period from the
eleventh through the fifteenth centuries, it studies 
the evolution of forms of liturgical costume in the
Orthodox Church in relation to both currents in
religious thought and the complex relationship
between the church and the imperial court.

oxford studies in Byzantium

October 2011 | 320 pages

978-0-19-959209-8, HARDBACK £65.00
Woodfin: The Embodied Icon: Liturgical Vestments and Sacramental Power in Byzantium. 

Ambrose and John Chrysostom

Clerics between Desert and Empire

J. h. W. g. Liebeschuetz,
University of Nottingham

A comparison of the
personalities and careers 
of two of the greatest of 
the early Christian Fathers,
Ambrose and John
Chrysostom. Both were
profoundly influenced by
monasticism and its ascetic
worldview—perhaps the
most dynamic development

in the Christian culture of the fourth century—and
both were also concerned with the Church’s social role.

March 2011 | 320 pages

978-0-19-959664-5, HARDBACK £60.00
Liebeschuetz: Ambrose and John Chrysostom

The Case Against Diodore and Theodore

Edited with an introduction, translation, and
commentary on the text by John Behr, St Vladimir’s
Orthodox Theological Seminary, New York

The first complete collection of the remaining excerpts
from the writings of Diodore of Tarsus and Theodore of
Mopsuestia together with a ground-breaking study of
the controversy regarding the person of Christ that
raged from the fourth to the sixth century.

oxford Early Christian Texts

April 2011 | 544 pages

978-0-19-956987-8, HARDBACK £120.00
Behr: The Case Against Diodore and Theodore

Between Empires

Arabs, Romans, and Sasanians in Late Antiquity

greg fisher, Carleton University

An examination of the complex inter-relationships
between the Roman and Sasanid Empires, and some 
of their Arab allies and neighbours, during the last
century before the emergence of Islam. Greg Fisher
stresses the importance of a Near East dominated by
Rome and Iran for the formation of early concepts of
Arab identity.

oxford Classical Monographs

April 2011 | 280 pages | 7 maps

978-0-19-959927-1, HARDBACK £60.00
Fisher: Between Empires

Architects of Piety

The Cappadocian Fathers and 
the Cult of the Martyrs

Vasiliki M. Limberis, Temple University

Vasiliki Limberis has discovered a hitherto untold
element in the history of the Cappadocian Fathers
(Basil of Caesarea, his brother Gregory of Nyssa, and
their friend Gregory of Nazianzus). Simply stated, for
the Cappadocians all aspects of Christian life were best
communicated, understood, and indeed lived, through
the prism of martyr piety. Limberis shows that the cult
of the martyrs was absolutely central to the formation
of Christian life for them and the laity.

April 2011 | 272 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-973088-9, HARDBACK £45.00
Limberis: Architects of Piety

The Aramaic Astronomical Book 
from Qumran

Text, Translation, and Commentary

Edited by henryk drawnel, Catholic University of Lublin

A critical edition of the four Aramaic manuscripts from
Qumran (4Q208–4Q211) that comprise the Aramaic
Astronomical Book, part of the Jewish pseudepigraphic
literature of the Second Temple period. It describes 
the movement of the moon in its phases, schematic
meteorology, and the movement of the stars in 
relation to the seasons of the year.

February 2011 | 560 pages | 8 black and white plates

978-0-19-959043-8, HARDBACK £180.00
Drawnel: The Aramaic Astronomical Book from Qumran

1Order online at: www.oup.com  |  Order by telephone on +44(0) 1536 452640 23

Religion in the Ancient World

Discoveries in the Judaean Desert
XXXII

DJD XXXII presents the first full critical edition 
of the Great Isaiah Scroll (1QIsa a) and the Hebrew
University Isaiah Scroll (1QIsa b), which constitute
almost 30% of all the preserved biblical material,
in the styles of the DJD series. That is, whereas 
the photographs and transcriptions have been
available since the 1950s, this volume provides a
fresh transcription of all the known fragments,
notes clarifying problematic readings, and the
first comprehensive catalogue of the textual
variants. It is not, and cannot be, a comprehensive
analysis of all these highly influential
manuscripts, on which innumerable studies have
been published over the past half century. Part 1
contains the photographic plates (1QIsa a in
colour) with the transcriptions on facing pages 
for easy comparison. Part 2 contains the
introductions, notes, and catalogue of variants.
The main introduction narrates the discovery 
and early history of these two manuscripts.

Qumran Cave 1.II: The Isaiah Scrolls: 
Part 1 and 2 (set)

Edited by Eugene Ulrich, University of Notre Dame,
and Peter W. flint, Trinity Western University,
British Columbia

January 2011 | 464 pages | 61 colour plates
22 black and white plates

978-0-19-926302-8, HARDBACK £160.00

Part 1: Plates and Transcriptions

January 2011 | 184 pages | 61 colour plates 
22 black and white plates

978-0-19-956666-2, HARDBACK £100.00

Part 2: Introductions, Commentary, and
Textual Variants

January 2011 | 280 pages

978-0-19-956667-9, HARDBACK £80.00




