
Public Land in the
Roman Republic

A Social and Economic 
History of Ager Publicus in 
Italy, 396–89 BC

saskia T. roselaar, University
of Manchester and The Royal
Society

In the first volume in this
new series on Roman society
and law, Saskia T. Roselaar
traces the social and
economic history of the 
ager publicus, or public 
land, identifying the
developments in Roman
economy and demography

which led to a gradual process of privatization. 

oxford studies in roman society & Law

2010 | 380 pages | 15 in-text illustrations

978-0-19-957723-1, HARDBACK £75.00
Roselaar: Public Land in the Roman Republic

Polybius’ Histories

Brian C. Mcging, Trinity
College, Dublin

The Histories of the second-
century B.C. author Polybius
chronicles one of the most
exciting, and important,
developments in the ancient
world—the transformation
of Rome from an Italian
peninsular state into 
the first, and only, pan-
Mediterranean super-power

there has ever been. This volume provides an accessible
introduction to this great work, of which forty books
survive (of which only the first five are preserved in
full) covering the period 264–146 B.C.

oxford approaches to Classical Literature

2010 | 286 pages | 2 black and white illustrations | OUP USA

978-0-19-531033-7, PAPERBACK £11.99
978-0-19-531032-0, HARDBACK £45.00
McGing: Polybius’ Histories

The Histories

Polybius

Translated by robin Waterfield

Introduction and notes by Brian Mcging, Trinity College,
Dublin

Polybius’ account of Rome’s
rise to world power and her
method of rule is a major
source for the history of the
years 220–146 BC. This new
translation includes Books
1–5 in their entirety and all
of the fragmentary Books 6
and 12 on the Roman
constitution and 
historiography. It is
accompanied by an
illuminating introduction
and notes.

oxford World’s Classics

2010 | 560 pages | 3 maps

978-0-19-953470-8, PAPERBACK £11.99
Polybius: The Histories

Tacitus’ Annals

ronald Mellor, University of
California, Los Angeles

Tacitus’ Annals is the central
historical source for first-
century C.E. Rome, but it 
has also become a central
text in the western literary,
political, and even
philosophical traditions—
from the Renaissance to 
the French and American
revolutions, and beyond. 

This volume attempts to enhance the general reader’s
understanding of why Tacitus’ book is so remarkable
that it has had such a profound effect across the
centuries.

oxford approaches to Classical Literature

January 2011 | 272 pages | 1 line illustration | OUP USA

978-0-19-515193-0, PAPERBACK £12.99
978-0-19-515192-3, HARDBACK £45.00
Mellor: Tacitus’ Annals

Cicero’s Role Models

The Political Strategy of 
a Newcomer

henriette van der Blom,
Wolfson College, Oxford

A study of the rhetorical 
and political strategy
adopted by the Roman 
orator and statesman Cicero
as a newcomer in Roman
republican politics. Henriette
van der Blom argues that
Cicero advertised himself as
a follower of chosen models
of behaviour from the past—

his role models—and in turn presented himself as a
role model to others.

oxford Classical Monographs

2010 | 400 pages

978-0-19-958293-8, HARDBACK £80.00
van der Blom: Cicero’s Role Models

Cicero in Letters

Epistolary Relations of the 
Late Republic

Peter White, University of
Chicago

Cicero in Letters analyses
letter-writing habits and
political preoccupations that
define the correspondence
between Cicero and his
contemporaries during a
period of crisis at the end 
of the Roman Republic.

2010 | 256 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-538851-0, HARDBACK £40.00
White: Cicero in Letters

Creative Eloquence

The Construction of Reality 
in Cicero’s Speeches

ingo gildenhard, Durham
University

A study of the orations of 
the Roman statesman Cicero
(106–43 BC). Ingo Gildenhard
does not treat them simply 
as models of eloquence, as
previous critics have done,
but as repositories for
Cicero’s most profound
thinking on such perennial
questions as the ethics of

happiness, the notion of conscience, and the problem
of divine justice.  

2010 | 464 pages

978-0-19-929155-7, HARDBACK £85.00
Gildenhard: Creative Eloquence
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B i o g r a P h y

W. V. harris

After three great revelatory experiences in youth (Oxford, Italy and New York),
William Harris settled down to teach Greek and Roman history at Columbia
University, where he is Shepherd Professor of History and Director of the Center
for the Ancient Mediterranean. Among his honours and prizes, the one he
treasures most is the Lionel Trilling Award bestowed on him by Columbia’s
undergraduates for his book Restraining Rage: the Ideology of Anger Control in 
Classical Antiquity (2002). He is married to the historian Silvana Patriarca.

Rome’s Imperial Economy

Twelve Essays

W. V. harris, Columbia University

An assessment of the economic success of Imperial Rome, consisting of eleven
previously published papers by the historian W. V. Harris, with additional
comments to bring them up to date. Harris also includes a new study of poverty
and destitution, and a substantial introduction which ties the collection together.

February 2011 | 384 pages | 3 maps

978-0-19-959516-7, HARDBACK £80.00

suitable as 
a student text



Galla Placidia

The Last Roman Empress

hagith sivan, University of Kansas

Even by the standards of royalty in antiquity the life 
of Galla Placidia (c. 390–450 CE) seems an aberration.
Daughter, granddaughter, and sister of Roman
emperors, wife of a Gothic chieftain and of a Roman
general, and mother of a Roman emperor and of 
Attila’s would be bride, Galla’s adventures reflect 
the vicissitudes of the late Roman Empire itself. This
new biography incorporates and advances current
approaches to the study of late antiquity in general 
and of women in particular.

September 2011 | 256 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-537913-6, PAPERBACK £17.99
978-0-19-537912-9, HARDBACK £60.00
Sivan: Galla Placidia

nEW in PaPErBaC K

Remembering the
Roman People

Essays on Late-Republican Politics and Literature

T. P. Wiseman, University of
Exeter

‘The importance of his 
work lies not only in what 
he argues but in how - and in
the vision of the Roman past
he invites us, with such
enthusiasm and elegance, 
to share’

Mary Beard, Times 
Literary Supplement

A challenging reinterpretation of the political culture
of the last century of the Roman Republic. Wiseman
argues that the People had their own egalitarian ethos,
usually in conflict with the self-styled ‘best’ (optimates),
who, with their belief in justified murder, were
responsible for the republic’s breakdown in civil war.

June 2011 | 288 pages | 3 line drawings | 3 halftones

978-0-19-960996-3, PAPERBACK £22.50
978-0-19-923976-4, HARDBACK £64.00
Wiseman: Remembering the Roman People

nEW EdiT io n

Roman Homosexuality

S ECO N D  E D I T I O N

Craig a. Williams, Brooklyn
College, City University of
New York

Ten years after its original
publication, Roman
Homosexuality remains the
definitive statement of 
this interesting but often
misunderstood aspect of
Roman culture. Learned yet
accessible, the book has
reached both students and

general readers with an interest in ancient sexuality.
This second edition features a new foreword by Martha
Nussbaum, a completely rewritten introduction that
takes account of new developments in the field, a
rewritten and expanded appendix on ancient images 
of sexuality, and an updated bibliography.

2010 | 512 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-538874-9, PAPERBACK £19.99
Williams: Roman Homosexuality

Truly Beyond Wonders

Aelius Aristides and the Cult of Asklepios

alexia Petsalis-diomidis,
Corpus Christi College,
Oxford

A fully-illustrated study of
healing pilgrimage in the
Roman empire during the
second century AD. The 
focus is upon one particular
pilgrim, the famous orator
Aelius Aristides, whose Sacred
Tales is examined in the
context of the sanctuary of

Asklepios at Pergamon, where the author spent two
years in search of healing.

oxford studies in ancient Culture & representation

2010 | 344 pages | 83 in-text illustrations | 4 colour plates

978-0-19-956190-2, HARDBACK £80.00
Petsalis-Diomidis: Truly Beyond Wonders

Catiline’s Conspiracy, The
Jugurthine War, Histories

sallust

Translated by William W.

Batstone, Ohio State
University 

These three works exemplify
the Roman historian Sallust’s
condemnation of the
excesses of the late Republic.
In the conspiracy of Catiline
and the war against Jugurtha
he sees moral and political
corruption and the tragedy 
of civil strife.  This new

translation captures Sallust’s distinctive style and
considers his work as history and literature.

oxford World’s Classics

2010 | 304 pages | 3 maps

978-0-19-282345-8, PAPERBACK £9.99
Sallust: Catiline’s Conspiracy, The Jugurthine War, Histories

Livy on the 
Hannibalic War

d. s. Levene, New York University

Livy’s account of the
Hannibalic War in his Third
Decade is a narrative history
of unparalleled richness,
drama, and depth. In the first
full-scale study of this key
work, D. S. Levene explores
the things that make it
distinctive not only within
Livy’s writing but also within
all ancient historiography. 

2010 | 472 pages

978-0-19-815295-8, HARDBACK £85.00
Levene: Livy on the Hannibalic War

nEW in PaPErBaC K

The Roman Nude

Heroic Portrait Statuary 200 BC–AD 300

Christopher h. hallett,
University of California at
Berkeley

Nude statues of Roman
emperors, generals,
businessmen, and their wives
survive from the ancient
world in large numbers. This
book explores the reasons
why so many Romans chose
to have themselves
represented naked, and 

what this choice may tell us about Roman attitudes
towards the self, the body, and personal identity.

oxford studies in ancient Culture & representation

January 2011 | 416 pages | 160 halftones

978-0-19-959970-7, PAPERBACK £40.00
978-0-19-924049-4, HARDBACK £112.00
Hallett: The Roman Nude
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The Oxford Handbook of 
Social Relations in the Roman World

Edited by Michael Peachin, New York University

The study of Roman society and social relations has blossomed in the past thirty
years. The purpose of this Handbook is twofold. On the one hand, it synthesizes
what has heretofore been accomplished in this field. On the other hand, it
attempts to configure the examination of Roman social relations in some new
ways, and thereby indicates directions in which the discipline might now proceed.

oxford handbooks in Classics and ancient history

February 2011 | 768 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-518800-4, HARDBACK £85.00

suitable as 
a student text



nEW in PaPErBaC K

Statues in Roman Society

Representation and Response

Peter stewart, Courtauld Institute of Art, London

Statues were everywhere in the Roman world. They
served as objects of cult, honours to emperors and
noblemen, and memorials to the dead. Taking an
unprecedentedly broad overview of this remarkable
phenomenon, Statues in Roman Society explains the
impact which all kinds of statuary had on the ancient
population.

oxford studies in ancient Culture & representation

January 2011 | 352 pages | 48 halftones

978-0-19-959971-4, PAPERBACK £40.00
978-0-19-924094-4, HARDBACK £111.00
Stewart: Statues in Roman Society

Rome, Ostia, Pompeii

Movement and Space

Edited by ray Laurence, University of Kent, and 
david J. newsome, University of Birmingham

Studies of the Roman city are currently shifting away
from architecture towards a dynamic understanding of
activities within the urban space. This volume focuses
on the movement or flow of a Roman city’s inhabitants
and visitors, demonstrating how it contributes to our
understanding of the way different elements of society
interacted in space.

October 2011 | 380 pages | 77 illustrations and 11 tables

978-0-19-958312-6, HARDBACK £75.00
Laurence and Newsome: Rome, Ostia, Pompeii: Movement and Space.

Imperial Mines 
and Quarries in the
Roman World

Organizational Aspects 27 BC–AD 235

alfred Michael hirt, University of Zurich and University
of Cambridge

The control over marble and metal resources was of
major importance to the Roman Empire. Alfred Hirt’s
comprehensive study defines the organizational
outlines and the internal structures of the mining 
and quarrying ventures under imperial control.

oxford Classical Monographs

2010 | 568 pages | 23 in-text illustrations

978-0-19-957287-8, HARDBACK £80.00
Hirt: Imperial Mines and Quarries in the Roman World

Readers and Reading
Culture in the High
Roman Empire

A Study of Elite Communities

William Johnson, Duke University

In Readers and Reading Culture in the High Roman Empire,
William Johnson examines the system and culture of
reading among the elite in second-century Rome, with
a focus on specific communities witnessed in surviving
literary sources and in the papyri. The result is a rich
cultural history of individual reading communities that
differentiate themselves in interesting ways even while
in aggregate showing a coherent reading culture with
fascinating similarities and contrasts to the reading
culture of today.

Classical Culture and society series

2010 | 240 pages | 5 halftones | OUP USA

978-0-19-517640-7, HARDBACK £40.00
Johnson: Readers and Reading Culture in the High Roman Empire

Rabbinic Texts and the History of 
Late-Roman Palestine

Edited by Martin goodman, University of Oxford, and
Philip alexander, University of Manchester

This volume explains to ancient historians the value 
of the surviving rabbinic material from late-antiquity 
as evidence for the history of late-Roman Palestine, the
nature of that material, and the problems inherent in
its use for historical purposes. The book will be
invaluable for all scholars concerned with the history 
of the later Roman Empire.

Proceedings of the British academy Vol. 165

January 2011 | 380 pages | OUP/British Academy

978-0-19-726474-4, HARDBACK £70.00
Goodman and Alexander: Rabbinic Texts and the History of Late-Roman Palestine

Children, Memory, 
and Family Identity in
Roman Culture

Edited by Véronique dasen,
University of Fribourg, and
Thomas späth, University of
Bern

A collection of essays 
which draws together the
perspectives of various
disciplines to provide a
multifaceted picture of the
Roman family, and of the role
of children as transmitters of
familial memory, from the

1st century BCE to Late Antiquity and the Christian
period.

2010 | 392 pages | 24 in-text illustrations

978-0-19-958257-0, HARDBACK £70.00
Dasen and Sp‰th: Children, Memory, and Family Identity in Roman Culture
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Spirits of the Dead

Roman Funerary Commemoration in Western
Europe

Maureen Carroll, University 
of Sheffield

An examination of the
importance attached to
preserving the memory 
of the dead in the Roman
world, and an exploration of
the ways in which funerary
inscriptions can be used to
reconstruct Roman lives. The
valuable source material is
extensively reproduced, and

the discussion is accessible to non-specialists.

oxford studies in ancient documents

January 2011 | 352 pages | 80 in-text illustrations | 3 maps

978-0-19-960399-2, PAPERBACK £27.50
978-0-19-929107-6, HARDBACK £100.00
Carroll: Spirits of the Dead

The Ruin of the Eternal City

Antiquity and Preservation in Renaissance Rome

david Karmon, College of the Holy Cross

The Ruin of the Eternal City provides the first systematic
analysis of the preservation practices of the popes, 
civic magistrates, and ordinary citizens of Renaissance
Rome. This study offers a new understanding of historic
preservation as it occurred during the extraordinary
rebuilding of a great European capital city.

July 2011 | 320 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-976689-5, HARDBACK £40.00
Karmon: The Ruin of the Eternal City
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A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities

Strange Tales and Surprising Facts from the World’s Greatest Empire

J. C. McKeown, University of Wisconsin, Madison

‘Even for confirmed classicists, it’s a highly entertaining read.’

James McConnachie, Sunday Times

A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities is a serendipitous collection of odd facts and opinions,
carefully gleaned from the wide body of evidence left to us by the Romans
themselves. Each highlights a unique and curious feature of life in ancient Rome.
Readers will find a plethora of trivial but fascinating facts about Rome, from the
fantastical (a description of werewolves) to the quotidian (styles of chamber pots),
and from the refined (dining etiquette of Pompeiians) to the crude (punishments
for mutineers). The author has organised the entries around major themes; for example, the army, women,
education, and spectacles, making the book easily accessible for quick browsing or for more deliberate
consumption. Throughout, the purpose of the enterprise is to amuse and to stimulate an interest 
in the ancient world’s most remarkable and abundantly documented empire.

2010 | 272 pages | numerous halftones | OUP USA

978-0-19-539375-0, HARDBACK £10.99
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