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STUDIES IN THE ARCADIAN LIBRARY

An Arabian
Utopia: The
Western
Discovery of
Oman

Alastair Hamilton,
London University and
Fellow of the British
Academy

However well-known

Muscat and the coast of Oman may have been
through the ages, it was not until the nineteenth
century that a very few, mainly English, explorers
started to discover the interior of the country. This
book examines the process from the earliest times
up to 1970 and discusses the ways in which the
growing knowledge of Oman was propagated in the
West by travellers, missionaries, diplomats, artists
and naturalists, and by those scholars who gradually
uncovered the manuscripts and antiquities that
allowed them to piece together the history of the
country.
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The Arcadian Library

Western Appreciation of Arab and Islamic
Civilization

Alastair Hamilton, London University and Fellow
of the British Academy

This book surveys the main holdings of a major
private library devoted to published works and
documents produced in Europe concerning the
Arab and Islamic world. Travel reports, history,
religion, science, languages, and literature are all
covered in what is both an introduction to the
whole field and a scholarly reference work.
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IslamicLaw in Action

Authority, Discretion, and Everyday Experiences
in Mamluk Egypt

Kristen Stilt, Northwestern University

Taking a ‘law in action’ approach to the study of Islamic
law through a focus on the activities of the muhtasib in
medieval Cairo and Fustat, this book paints a clear
picture of the practice of Islamic law at the time.
Connecting theory and practice, it sheds new light

on the lived experience of the legal system.
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Visions of the Jinn

lllustrators of the
Arabian Nights

Robert Irwin, London
University

In this richly-illustrated
book, illustrations of
various Western editions
of The Arabian Nights from
the eighteenth to the
twentieth century are
presented and analysed. Visions of the Jinn is
simultaneously a closely-focused study of a special
case in the history of book illustration, an account
of the evolution of an important strand of visual
fantasy and a presentation of a hitherto neglected
area of Orientalism.
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Aleppo Observed

Ottoman Syria Through
the Eyes of Two Scottish
Doctors, Alexander and
Patrick Russell

Maurits van den Boogert,
Leiden University

The Natural History of
Aleppo, published first as
a single volume in 1756
and as a two-volume
edition in 1794, by Scottish physicians to the British
Levant Company in Aleppo, Alexander and Patrick
Russell was a landmark in European knowledge of
the Arab world. It was the first detailed study by a
European of an Arab city, with a description of the
topography, the inhabitants and the plant, and
animal life in the neighbourhood. Maurits van

den Boogert assesses the Russells’ botanical and
zoological discoveries and analyses the Natural
History in the context of medical practices of the
time both in Europe and the Ottoman Empire.
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This book offers the first sustained jurisprudential
inquiry into Islamic natural law theory. It introduces
readers to the major figures in the Islamic natural law
tradition and their canonical works, analyses the
historical development of Islamic jurisprudence and
explains the main contrasts with Western traditions
of natural law.

Anver M. Emon, University of
Toronto
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Rabbinic Texts and the History of
Late-Roman Palestine

Edited by Martin Goodman,
University of Oxford and
Fellow of the British
Academy, and Philip
Alexander, University of
Manchester and Fellow of
the British Academy

RABBINIC TEXTS

and the hiseory of

LATEROMAN PALESTINE

T

This volume brings together
studies by experts in the
i rabbinic literature of late
antiquity and by specialists
in the history of the Jews in
that period in order to reveal the value of rabbinic
material as historical evidence and the problems and
issues which arise in its exploitation.
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Giancarlo Casale, University of
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The Ottoman Age of Exploration
tells the story of the
Ottoman Empire’s struggle
with the Portuguese for
control of the lucrative
maritime trade routes of
the sixteenth-century
Indian Ocean. Challenging
traditional narratives of
Western dominance, it
argues that the Ottomans
successfully created their
own imperial dominion
throughout maritime Asia.
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John C. Wilkinson, Emeritus, University of Oxford

Ibadism represents the surviving branch of the third
great division in Islam which originated in the civil war
a quarter of a century after the death of the Prophet and
flourished as a state ideology in Oman until well into
the twentieth century. This book includes detailed
discussion of the earliest evolution of Islamic theology
and law.
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Conceiving Citizens
Women and the Politics of Motherhood in Iran
Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet, University of Pennsylvania

Conceiving Citizens places women and their role as
mothers of the nation as central to the history of Iran
during successive regimes in the 19th and 20th
centuries.
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Dispossession and Displacement

Forced Migration in the Middle East and North
Africa

Edited by Dawn Chatty, University of Oxford, and

Bill Finlayson, Council for British Research in the Levant

This volume explores the extent to which forced
migration has become a defining feature of life in
the Middle East and North Africa. The papers present
research on refugees, internally displaced peoples, as
well as ‘those who remain’, from Afghanistan in the
East to Morocco in the West.
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The Claims of Culture at Empire’s End
Syria and Lebanon under French Rule

Jennifer M. Dueck, University
of Oxford

This volume explores the
political impact of cultural
institutions by analysing the
power struggles in Syria and
Lebanon under French
Mandate rule. The author
illuminates how political and
religious leaders fought to
harness the force of culture
through projects as diverse
as schools, cinema, and
tourism.
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Winner of the Pacific Coast Branch Award of the
American Historical Association

Winner of the Herbert Baxter Adams Prize of the
American Historical Association
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Spiesin Arabia

The Great War and the Cultural Foundations of
Britain’s Covert Empire in the Middle East

Priya Satia, Stanford
University

The first cultural history

of Britain’s Middle Eastern
empire, Spies in Arabia tells
the story of an intelligence
community groping through
a fog of cultural notions, the
violence of the Great War,
and an interfering
democracy towards a new
style of ‘covert empire’
centred on a brutal aerial
surveillance regain.
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The Missing Martyrs
Why There Are So Few Muslim Terrorists

Charles Kurzman, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

In this startlingly counterintuitive book, a leading authority on Islamic
movements demonstrates that terrorist groups are thoroughly marginal in the
Muslim world. Charles Kurzman draws on government sources, public opinion
surveys, election results, and in-depth interviews with Muslims in the Middle East
and around the world, finding that while young Muslims are indeed angry at the
West, they are simply not attracted to terrorist methods. Incisive and authoritative,
The Missing Martyrs provides much-needed corrective to deep-seated

misconceptions about the Islamic world.
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Turkey
What Everyone Needs to Know
AndrewFinkel

Andrew Finkel has spent twenty years in Turkey writing about the country for a
number of leading news media such as The Economist and Time magazine. In this
concise book, Finkel unravels Turkey’s complexities, setting them against the
historical background of the Ottoman Empire, the secular nationalist revolution
led by Kemal Atatiirk, and repeated political interventions by the military, which
sees itself as the guardian of Atatiirk’s legacy. From the Kurdish question to
economic policy, from Turkey’s role in Iraq to its quest for EU membership, Finkel
illuminates the past and present of this unique, and uniquely consequential,

country.
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Faith and Power

Religion and Politics in the Middle East

Bernard Lewis, Princeton University

‘The leading historian of the Ottoman Empire, a master
of readable exposition and a redoubtable

controversialist’
Jonathan Benthall, Times Literary Supplement

“This book is an excellent introduction to Islam for

Western readers.’
Brian Wicker, The Tablet

A short collection of previously unpublished in English
works by the doyen of Middle Eastern history.
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A Question of Genocide

Armenians and Turks at the End of the Ottoman
Empire

Edited by Ronald Grigor Suny, University of Michigan,
Fatma Miige Gogek, University of Michigan, and
Norman M. Naimark, Stanford University

A collected volume featuring the work of Armenian,
Turkish, and other scholars, this book presents the
story of the Armenian Genocide coolly and objectively,
exploring how and why the Young Turk government
ordered and carried out the mass deportations and
massacres of its Christian subjects.
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Winner of the Erasmus Research Prize (Praemium
Erasmianum)

The Making of Modern Turkey
Nation and State in Eastern Anatolia, 1913-1950

Ugur Umit Ungor, Utrecht
University

Offers a novel perspective
on the establishment of the
Turkish nation state and
highlights how the Young
Turk regime, from 1913 to
1950, subjected Eastern
Turkey to various forms of
nationalist population
policies aimed at ethnically
homogenizing the region
and including it in the Turkish nation state.
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Fezzesin the River

Identity Politics and European Diplomacy in the
Middle East on the Eve of World War Il

SarahD. Shields, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

A fascinating case study of a province of Alexandretta
caught in mandate system of the League of Nations and
Great Power Politics in the interwar period.
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