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Evolution

The Prehistory of Language

Edited by Rudolf Botha, University of

Stellenbosch, and Chris Knight, University

of East London

Prominent linguists,
cognitive scientists,
archaeologists,
primatologists,
anthropologists, and natural
scientists examine issues and
advances in understanding
language evolution, ranging
from the co-evolution of
language and music to the
evolutionary biology of
language. This book is an
important and stylish

contribution to a fascinating 
area of research.
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2009 | 368 pages | Figures | Tables

978-0-19-954588-9, PAPERBACK £24.99
978-0-19-954587-2, HARDBACK £75.00
Botha and Knight: The Prehistory of Language

Winner of a Hamilton Book Award 2009

NEW IN PAPERBAC K

The Origin of Speech

Peter MacNeilage, University

of Texas at Austin

This important and original
account of the origin and
evolution of speech
integrates the latest research
in speech, acquisition, and
neurobiology, and includes
the key observation that
infants learning language
reveal similar constraints to
those acting on our distant

ancestors. It is written in a clear style with minimal
recourse to jargon.

Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language

February 2010 | 416 pages | 19 illustrations

978-0-19-958158-0, PAPERBACK £21.99
MacNeilage: The Origin of Speech 

The Cradle of Language

Edited by Rudolf Botha, University of

Stellenbosch, and Chris Knight, University

of East London

This book is the first to focus
on the African origins of
human language. It explores
the origins of language and
culture 250,000–150,000
years ago when modern
humans evolved in Africa.
Internationally renowned
scholars address the fossil,
genetic, and archaeological
evidence and critically
examine the ways it has been
interpreted. 
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2009 | 408 pages | Figures | Tables | Maps

978-0-19-954586-5, PAPERBACK £24.99
978-0-19-954585-8, HARDBACK £82.50
Botha and Knight: The Cradle of Language

The Evolution of Morphology

Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy, University of Canterbury, New Zealand

This book considers the evolution of the grammatical structure of words in the
contexts of human evolution and the origins of language. The author challenges
the conventional views of the relationship between syntax and morphology, the
adaptationist view of language evolution, and the notion that language in some
way reflects ‘laws of form’.

Studies in the Evolution of Language

January 2010 | 272 pages

978-0-19-920268-3, PAPERBACK £22.99
978-0-19-929978-2, HARDBACK £65.00

suitable as 
a student text

suitable as 
a student text

Oxford
Handbooks

in Linguistics

Oxford
Handbooks 
provide up-to-date, 
authoritative surveys of a discipline  
by the top academics working
in the field

Oxford Handbooks 
in Linguistics include:

The Oxford Handbook of 
Linguistic Analysis (p.6)

The Oxford Handbook of Case 

The Oxford Handbook of 
Compounding

The Oxford Handbook of Comparative
Syntax (New in Paperback)

The Oxford Handbook of 
Cognitive Linguistics  

The Oxford Handbook  of 
Applied Linguistics  

The Oxford Handbook of 
Computational Linguistics  

(New in Paperback)

The Oxford Handbook of 
Japanese Linguistics

The Oxford Handbook of 
Linguistic Interfaces   

The Oxford Handbook of 
Linguistic Minimalism (p.10)

The Oxford Handbook of
Compositionality (p.15)

The Oxford Handbook of 
Linguistic Typology (p. 22)

www.oup.com/uk/linguistics/handbooks
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Subscribe to Oxford E.News today, and receive 

a monthly email bulletin from OUP. 

Oxford E.News keeps you informed of new books

in your area of interest, current catalogues,

articles, news, and special offers. 

BE T HE FIRST  TO  KNOW 

We’ll send you a summary of brand new Oxford

Linguistics books tailored to your research and

teaching needs. 

It’s easy to subscribe. Subscribe online at:

www.oup.com/uk/emailnews/ 


