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The Sound
Patterns of
Syntax

nomi erteschik-shir

and Lisa rochman,

both at Ben-Gurion

University

In this book leading
scholars address the
issues surrounding the
syntax-phonology
interface. These
principally concern whether
the phonological component
can influence syntax and if so
how far and in what ways.

Oxford studies in theoretical Linguistics

February 2010 | 400 pages | Figures | Tables

978-0-19-955687-8, PAPERBACK £27.99
978-0-19-955686-1, HARDBACK £75.00

neW in PAPerBAc K

Syllable
Structure

The Limits of
Variation

san Duanmu,

University of Michigan

This book looks at 
the range of possible
syllables in human
languages. The
syllable is a central notion in phonology but
phonologists are divided on even the most
elementary issues. San Duanmu explores and
clarifies these and many other related issues
through an in-depth analysis of entire lexicons 
of several languages.

February 2010 | 292 pages | Tables

978-0-19-958110-8, PAPERBACK £24.99
978-0-19-926759-0, HARDBACK £58.00

Historical Linguistics

B i O G r A P h y

George redmonds

Dr George Redmonds is a historian with a special interest in name studies and is
the leading authority on English surnames: in 1973 he wrote Yorkshire: West Riding,
the first volume in the English Surnames Series; in 2001 he presented the BBC
Radio 4 series ‘Surnames, Genes and Genealogy’. His recent books include:
Surnames and Genealogy (1997), Christian Names in Local & Family History (2002) and
Names and History: People, Places & Things (2003). He is well-known as a lecturer at
international conferences.

turi King

Turi King read Archaeology and Anthropology at the University of Cambridge
before undertaking her MSc and PhD in genetics at the University of Leicester. 
For the past ten years her research has focused on the link between surnames and
genetics and its applications in the fields of forensics, epidemiology, genealogy 
and population history.

David hey

David Hey is Emeritus Professor of Local and Family History at the University of
Sheffield. He is President of the British Association for Local History and the
Chairman of the British Record Society. His numerous books include The Oxford
Companion to Family and Local History ( third edition, 2008).

Surnames, DNA, and Family History

George redmonds, turi King, and David hey

This book combines linguistic and historical approaches with the latest 
techniques of DNA analysis and show the insights these offer for every kind 
of genealogical research. The book will be welcomed by all those engaged in
genealogical research, including everyone seeking to discover the histories 
of their names and families.

March 2011 | 320 pages | Figures | illustrations | maps

978-0-19-958264-8, HARDBACK £20.00

General editors Adam Ledgeway, and ian roberts, both at University of Cambridge

This series provides a forum for 
• work on change in grammar, sound, and meaning within and across languages; 
• synchronic studies of languages in the past; 
• descriptive histories of one or more languages. 

It is open to work by scholars of all theoretical persuasions. It reflects the links between historical and
diachronic linguistics and between them and fields such as first-language acquisition, learnability theory,
sociolinguistics, and social and cultural history. Authors are urged to write in a manner accessible to the wide
range of scholars and students interested in languages and their history. 

F O r t h c O Mi n G  s e r i e s :

O x F O r D  s t U D i e s  i n  D i A c h r O n i c  A n D  h i s t O r i c A L  L i n G U i s t i c s

Language Change and Linguistic Theory

Volume I: 
Approaches, Methodology, and Sound Change, 

Volume II: 
Morphological, Syntactic, and Typological Change

D. Gary Miller, University of Florida

This two volume work examines every aspect of
language change and two centuries of linguistic
approaches towards understanding it. In its
comprehensive approach and great linguistic and
historical range, this is a contribution of enduring use
and value to historical linguistics and linguistic theory. 

August 2010 | Vol I: 448 pp | Vol II: 464 pages

978-0-19-959021-6, HARDBACK SET £130.00
Miller: Language Change and Linguistic Theory

OK

The Improbable Story of America’s Greatest Word

Allan Metcalf, MacMurray College

Metcalf traces the history of ‘OK’ from its unusual birth
as a jokey mis-transcribing of ‘all correct’ in the 19th
century, its rapid growth in various facets of American
life, and its success overseas as the English word that 
all non-Americans know.

January 2011 | 224 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-537793-4, HARDBACK £12.99
Metcalf: OK 
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Historical Linguistics

Greek Prepositions

From Antiquity to the Present

Pietro Bortone, University of Illinois

at Chicago

This is the most
comprehensive history 
of the Greek prepositional
system ever published. 
It is set within a broad
typological context and
examines interrelated
syntactic, morphological,
and semantic change over 
three millennia.

April 2010 | 360 pages | Line Drawings | Tables | Figures

978-0-19-955685-4, HARDBACK £65.00
Bortone: Greek Prepositions

On Language, Theology, and Utopia

Edited with an Introduction and Commentary by
Felicity Henderson and William Poole

Francis Lodwick

Edited by Felicity henderson

and William Poole, University

of Oxford

This is the first complete
edition of the writings of 
the merchant, scholar, 
and F.R.S. Francis Lodwick
(1619–94). He wrote
extensively on language,
religion, and experimental
philosophy, much of it too

controversial to be published during his lifetime. 
This edition includes an introduction, a commentary,
and primary and secondary bibliographies.

February 2011 | 512 pages

978-0-19-922591-0, HARDBACK £120.00
Lodwick: On Language, Theology, and Utopia

Experience, Evidence, and Sense

The Hidden Cultural Legacy of English

Anna Wierzbicka, Australian

National University

Anna Wierzbicka
demonstrates that three
uniquely English words—
evidence, experience, and
sense—are linchpins for 
whole networks of
meanings, and that
penetrating the meanings 
of such key words can 
open our eyes to an entire
cultural universe.

July 2010 | 470 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-536801-7, PAPERBACK £22.50
978-0-19-536800-0, HARDBACK £65.00
Wierzbicka: Experience, Evidence, and Sense 

The Lexicography of English

henri Béjoint, University of Lyon, (Emeritus)

‘A splendid volume. Henri Béjoint displays a quite astonishing range of reference,
and I think he manages the French connection with great tact.’

Noel Osselton

This book looks at English dictionaries in Great Britain and the USA from 1600 to
today. It is both a definitive history of the lexicography of English and a complete
introduction to the making of dictionaries. Wide-ranging, wittily written, and
authoritative it will appeal to everyone interested in dictionaries, English, and
language.

March 2010 | 520 pages | 16 pp plates

978-0-19-829967-7, HARDBACK £30.00

B i O G r A P h y

John L. Locke

John Locke took his Ph.D. from Ohio University and postdoctoral training in
cognitive science and linguistics at Yale University and Oxford. He has held
research appointments at the University of Illinois, Harvard Medical School, and
the University of Cambridge, and is currently Professor of Linguistics at Lehman
College, City University of New York. He has authored over a hundred articles,
chapters, and books on the emergence of language in the child and the species. 

Eavesdropping

An Intimate History

John L. Locke, Lehman College, City University of New York

Eavesdropping is a form of human communication in which the information
gained is stolen. It encompasses cheating to get unfair advantage, espionage to
uncover secrets, and supervision to maintain power. John Locke considers the
biological drive behind this behaviour as well as its social implications and
consequences across history and cultures.

June 2010 | 288 pages | numerous black and white photographs throughout

978-0-19-923613-8, HARDBACK £16.99

neW eDit iO n

An Introduction to Historical Linguistics

FO U R T H  E D I T I O N

The late terry crowley, Formerly at University of Waikato, New Zealand, and 

claire Bowern, Yale University

The new edition of this popular introductory text on historical linguistics covers 
all areas of language change, with a focus on Australia and the Pacific. Topics
include sound change, the comparative method, cultural reconstruction, and
morphological and syntactic change.

March 2010 | 408 pages | 28 black and white line illustrations | OUP USA

978-0-19-536554-2, PAPERBACK £15.99

suitable as 
a student text
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The Oxford History of Literary
Translation in English

Volume 2: 1550–1660

Edited by Gordon Braden, University of Virginia, 

robert cummings, University of Glasgow, and 

stuart Gillespie, University of Glasgow

In the period covered by this volume comes a drive,
unprecedented in its energy and scope, to bring foreign
writing of all kinds into English. Translation became, as
never before, a part of the English writer’s career, and
sometimes a whole career in itself. Translation was 
also fundamental in the evolution of the still unfixed
English language and its still unfixed literary styles.
Some translations of this period have themselves
become landmarks in English literature and have
exercised a profound and enduring influence on
perceptions of their originals in the anglophone 
world; others less well-known are treated more
comprehensively here than in any previous history. 
The entire phenomenon is documented in an extensive
bibliography of literary translations of the period, the
most comprehensive ever compiled. The work of our
early modern translators, with all its energy, is not
always scholarly or even always convincing. But after
this era is over English translation never again feels
quite so urgent or contentious.

Oxford history of Literary translation in english

October 2010 | 590 pages

978-0-19-924621-2, HARDBACK £110.00
Braden, Cummings, and Gillespie: The Oxford History of Literary Translation in English

Nations of Nothing
But Poetry

Modernism,
Transnationalism, and
Synthetic Vernacular Writing

Matthew hart, Columbia

University

What happens when 
poets combine vernacular
language with the spirit of
modernity? Can a poem 
be cosmopolitanism and
vernacular at the same time?
Nations of Nothing But Poetry
answers these questions
through case studies of
Scottish, English, and ‘Black

Atlantic’ poetries from the landmark modernist year 
of 1922 through the mid 1970s. Hart combines
discussions of canonical poets, such as T.S. Eliot and W.
H. Auden, with chapters on key but lesser known poets
noted for their unique and creative introduction of
their native vernaculars, like Hugh MacDiarmid, Basil
Bunting, and Melvin B. Tolson. Throughout, Hart puts
forward a new interpretation of Anglophone modernist
verse that disrupts the literary-critical conflict between
‘national’ and ‘transnational’ poetries. Describing how
these poets make ‘synthetic vernacular’ poems out of a
disordered medley of formal and linguistic parts, this
study explains how poetic modernism is shaped by the
incompletely globalized nature of twentieth-century
history.

Modernist Literature and culture

June 2010 | 254 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-539033-9, HARDBACK £30.00
Hart: Nations of Nothing But Poetry

Musa Pedestris

Metre and Meaning in Roman Verse

Llewelyn Morgan, University of Oxford

An accessible account of some of the most common
metres in Roman poetry, explaining how the poets 
can exploit them to support, supplement, or drive the
meaning of the poems they carry. The study brings new
insight to a range of poems, from the works of Catullus
and Horace to those of Martial, Statius, and Lucilius. 

July 2010 | 400 pages

978-0-19-955418-8, HARDBACK £70.00
Morgan: Musa Pedestris

The Bishop’s Grammar

Robert Lowth and the Rise of Prescriptivism

ingrid tieken-Boon van

Ostade, University of Leiden

A spirited account of the 
life and times of one of the
seminal figures in history 
of English grammar which
dispels the myth of Lowth 
as the icon of prescriptivism,
and establishes him as a 
key figure in the history of
English grammar. It will
appeal to everyone

interested in the history of English the long-running
debate on linguistic correctness.

December 2010 | 360 pages | Figures

978-0-19-957927-3, HARDBACK £65.00
Tieken-Boon van Ostade: The Bishop’s Grammar
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German

Biography of a
Language

ruth h. sanders,

Miami University of

Ohio

With a combination 
of linguistic and
historical research,
Sanders presents a
biography of the
German language as it
adapts through the millennia.

July 2010 | 240 pages | 15 black and white halftones 
OUP USA

978-0-19-538845-9, HARDBACK £17.99

A History of
Cant and Slang
Dictionaries

Volume IV:
1937–1984

Julie coleman,

University of Leicester

In the fourth volume
of her pioneering
history, Julie Coleman
considers the trends of
lexicographers in a period dominated by the
Second World War, the Cold War, various civil
rights movements, and numerous youth trends. 
It will fascinate all those interested in slang and
its reflections of social and cultural change.

A history Of cant and slang Dictionaries

October 2010 | 536 pages | Figures | Tables

978-0-19-956725-6, HARDBACK £75.00

Begat

The King James Bible
and the English
Language

David crystal,

University of Wales,

Bangor

The King James Bible
has contributed more
to English than any
other source. In this
enlightening book
David Crystal asks why. He looks at how its words
have been given new life by poets, playwrights,
novelists, politicians, journalists, advertisers,
film-makers, hip-hop artists, and many others.

September 2010 | 320 pages

978-0-19-958585-4, HARDBACK £14.99

How to Read a Word

elizabeth Knowles

Have you ever wondered how you can find out more about a word? Where did it
come from? How has its meaning altered? What is its relationship to other words?
Noted lexicographer Elizabeth Knowles answers these questions in How to Read a
Word. Chapters on pronunciation, spelling, date of first use, etymology, regional
distribution, meaning, and the resources that one can use to research these
elements are contained in a book that gives special help to readers attempting 
to navigate the mass of information that the Internet provides. It is a thought-
provoking and practical guide that takes the reader on some fascinating journeys
in the world of words.

October 2010 | 224 pages

978-0-19-957489-6, HARDBACK £12.99


