
Early Music: A Very Short Introduction
Thomas Forrest Kelly, Harvard University

In this VSI, Thomas Forrest Kelly frames chapters on 
the forms, techniques, and repertories of the medieval,
Renaissance, and baroque periods with discussion of
why old music has been and should be revived, along
with a short history of early music revivals.
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Aegina: Contexts for
Choral Lyric Poetry
Myth, History, and Identity 
in the Fifth Century BC

Edited by david Fearn, University of Warwick

A collection of essays dealing with different aspects 
of the fifth-century BC history and culture of the 
Greek island of Aegina, famous for its magnificent
architecture and sculpture, and for its inhabitants’
patronage of some of the greatest Classical poets.
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Songs, Scribes, and
Society
The History and Reception of
the Loire Valley Chansonniers

Jane alden, Wesleyan University

Songs, Scribes, and Society explores
the cultural and musical
importance of five 15th-century
Chansonniers—personalized,
portable, and lavishly decorated
songbooks—from the Loire Valley 
of France. Jane Alden treats the
Chansonniers as physical artefacts to
reveal their cultural context and its relationship 
to their commission, creation, and use.
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‘Lords of Wine and Oile’
Community and Conviviality in the Poetry of 
Robert Herrick

Edited by ruth Connolly, and Tom Cain, both 

Newcastle University

A long overdue book-length appraisal of the major
seventeenth-century poet Robert Herrick. The
collection reads his poetry in the context of his literary,
musical, political, and religious affiliations and looks 
at how he both presents and constructs ideals of
community through his work.
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B i o g r a p h y

anne Smith
For almost forty years 
now, 16th-century music—
particularly on renaissance
flutes—has been one of
Anne Smith's central
interests. She uses the insights gained from her
research to inform her performances of music of
this period, thereby bridging the gap between
theory and practice. The Schola Cantorum
Basiliensis where she teaches renaissance flute,
solmisation, and 16th-century performance
practice, provides an ideal environment for live
research on historical performance practice.
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Through The Performance of
16th-Century Music, today’s
musicians will gain fundamental
insight into how 16th-century
polyphony functions, and the
tools necessary to perform this
repertoire to its fullest and glorious potential.
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