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Extraordinary 
Measures
Disability in Music

Joseph N. Straus, CUNY Graduate

Center

Extraordinary Measures studies the
impact of disability and concepts
of disability on composers,
performers, and listeners with
disabilities, as well as on discourse
about music and works of music
themselves. It shows that music
(its composers, performers,
listeners, critical traditions, and exemplary works) 
both embodies and constructs disability.

December 2011 | 224 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-976646-8, PAPERBACK £15.99
978-0-19-976645-1, HARDBACK £60.00
Straus: Extraordinary Measures

The Oxford
Encyclopedia of 
the Music of India
Three-Volume Set

Sangit Mahabharati

This three-volume encyclopedia
consists of 5,000 entries,
spanning musical genres from
classical to film, and covering all
forms of dance, across all regions
of India. It also includes treatises,
technical terms and instruments,
as well as biographies on key
individuals from vocalists to 
gurus, and poets to composers. 
With over 100 contributors working for 12 years, 
the range and breadth of this work is immense.

Also available online from the Oxford Digital Reference
Shelf www.oxford-digitalreference.com

January 2011 | 1,472 pages | 220 black-and-white photographs
and Illustrations | OUP India

978-0-19-565098-3, HARDBACK £175.00
Sangit Mahabharati: The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Music of India 

B i o g r a p h y

Julian Johnson
Julian Johnson is currently
Professor of Music at Royal
Holloway, University of
London. He trained
originally as a horn player and was an active
composer for many years before concentrating 
on academic research and teaching in musicology.
The author of four books, he has published widely
on music from Beethoven to contemporary
composers, and has been closely involved with 
the educational work of a number of orchestras,
opera companies and music festivals.

NEW iN papErBaC K

Who Needs
Classical Music?
Cultural Choice and
Musical Value

Julian Johnson, Royal

Holloway, University of

London

During the last few decades, most cultural critics
have come to agree that the division between
‘high’ and ‘low’ art is an artificial one, that
Beethoven’s Ninth and ‘Blue Suede Shoes’ are
equally valuable as cultural texts. In Who Needs
Classical Music?, Julian Johnson challenges these
assumptions about the relativism of cultural
judgments. The author maintains that music is
more than just ‘a matter of taste’: while some
music provides entertainment, or serves as
background noise, other music claims to function
as art. This book considers the value of classical
music in contemporary society, arguing that it
remains distinctive because it works in quite
different ways to most of the other music that
surrounds us. This intellectually sophisticated 
yet accessible book offers a new and balanced
defence of the specific values of classical music 
in contemporary culture. The paperback edition
includes a new preface from the author, 
re-contextualizing the debate ten years out. 

June 2011 | 168 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-975542-4, PAPERBACK £11.99
978-0-19-514681-3, HARDBACK £19.99
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The Oxford Handbook of Computer Music
Edited by roger T. dean, University of Western Sydney

The Oxford Handbook of Computer Music provides a state-of-the-art cross-section of the most
field-defining topics and debates in the field of computer music today. From music
cognition to pedagogy to sociocultural analyses, this handbook situates computer music
in the broad context of its creation and performance across the full range of issues that
crop up in contemporary discourse in the field.

oxford handbooks in Music

July 2011 | 624 pages | 9 black-and-white halftone | 43 line illustrations | OUP USA

978-0-19-979203-0, PAPERBACK £32.50

o x F o r d  h a N d B o o K S  i N  Mu S i C

The Oxford Handbook of the 
New Cultural History of Music
Edited by Jane Fulcher, University of Michigan

This volume demonstrates a new approach to cultural
history, as it is now being practiced by both historians
and musicologists, in their quest to grasp the realms
of human experience, understanding, communication
and meaning through the study of music and of
musical practices. Characteristic of their approach is
to employ a resonant new methodological synthesis
which combines the theoretical perspectives drawn
from the ‘new cultural history’ and ‘new musicology’
of the 1980s with recent social, sociological, and
anthropological theories, or those which attempt to
ground language and symbols within both social
reality and a social field of power.

oxford handbooks in Music

June 2011 | 640 pages | 37 line-drawings | 41 halftones 
OUP USA

978-0-19-534186-7, HARDBACK £95.00

Chamber Music
A Listener’s Guide

James Keller, New York Philharmonic and San Francisco Symphony Orchestras

Chamber Music: A Listener’s Guide brings together acclaimed program annotator James
Keller’s essays on the essential chamber music repertoire. Written to be meaningful 
to non-professional music-lovers while also providing enrichment for chamber music
professionals, these notes offer generous historical background for 220 works by 
60 composers from the 18th century to the present.

January 2011 | 448 pages | OUP USA

978-0-19-538253-2, HARDBACK £27.50

The Oxford Handbook of 
Sound Studies
Edited by Trevor pinch, Cornell University and 

Karin Bijsterveld, Maastricht University

Written by the world’s leading scholars and
researchers in sound studies, The Oxford Handbook of
Sound Studies offers new and engaging perspectives 
on the significance of sound in its material and
cultural forms. The book considers sounds and 
music as experienced on the shop floor, in the
laboratory, the clinic, the design studio, the 
home, and clubs, across a broad range of historical
periods and national and cultural contexts.

oxford handbooks in Music

December 2011 | 640 pages | 39 illustrations 
OUP USA

978-0-19-538894-7, HARDBACK £95.00




