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International Law and the Environment
Third Edition

Patricia Birnie, formerly Visiting Fellow at the London 
School of Economics and Director of the International 
Maritime Law Institute, Alan Boyle, Professor of Public 
International Law at the University of Edinburgh, and 
Catherine Redgwell, Professor of International Law at 
University College London

At a time when global environmental problems have 
rapidly intensified and tackling climate change represents 
probably the greatest challenge the UN system has ever 
faced, International Law and the Environment guides 
readers through this increasingly complex but still 
developing field of international law.

Written by three of the leading academics in the field, 
this new edition of International Law and the Environment 
continues to provide the definitive account of the core 
principles of the subject. Clearly written chapters with 
introductions and conclusions ensure students are 
guided through the subject and focus on the key issues. 
Detailed footnotes and a thorough bibliography offer a 
wealth of sources for advanced study and research.

New to this edition

•	Expanded coverage of the principal law-making 
processes and multilateral treaty regimes

•	Fully updated to take account of the growing body of 
case law emanating from international tribunals

•	Rewritten chapters on human rights and the environment, 
and on climate change and the Kyoto Protocol, reflecting 
important developments in these fields

851 pp January 2009 978-0-19-876422-9 Paperback £36.99

Contents:
1. International law and the environment; 2. International 
governance and the formulation of environmental law and 
policy; 3. Rights and obligations of states concerning 
protection of the environment; 4. Interstate enforcement: 
state responsibility, treaty, compliance, and dispute 
settlement; 5. Non-State actors: environmental rights, 
liability, and crimes; 6. Climate change and atmospheric 
pollution; 7. The law of the sea and the protection of the 
marine environment; 8. International regulation of toxic 
substances; 9. Nuclear energy and the environment; 
10. International watercourses: environmental protection 
and sustainable use; 11. Conservation of nature, 
ecosystems, and biodiversity: principles and problems; 
12. Conservation of migratory and land-based species 
and biodiversity; 13. Conservation of marine living 
resources and biodiversity; 14. International trade 
and environmental protection

A wealth of resources for detailed study and research

A valuable resource for students for years to 
come, not just in class, also in their professional life.

Jonathan Verschuuren, 
Professor of International and European 
Environmental Law and vice dean at the 

Tilburg University Law School

“ “

This is a book all environmental lawyers 
should have on their shelves. 

Simon Sneddon, 
Senior Lecturer in Law, 

University of Northampton 

“ “



E n v i r o n m e n ta l  L a w

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/law 45
Fill in comment cards online at
www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/comments

Environmental Law
Seventh Edition

Stuart Bell, Head of the Law School, University of York, 
and Donald McGillivray, Senior Lecturer, Kent Law 
School, University of Kent

Environmental Law addresses a wide range of topics, 
introducing students to all the key areas of environmental 
law, drawing on legislation, policy, and practice. It 
includes updated coverage of all aspects of environmental 
law, reflecting changes to legislation and case law that 
have occurred since the previous edition.

Subjects are fully cross-referenced, allowing readers to 
follow key ideas through the book and to understand 
the interaction of law and the environment. The book 
is structured by theme and by sector, and locates 
environmental law within its wider policy context. Each 
chapter is structured around a range of learning features 
including key objectives, case studies, summaries, 
questions, and further reading lists which are presented 
in an innovative colour design, guiding the student 
clearly through the topic.

Key features

•	Detailed analysis of the Environmental Permitting 
Regulations 2007 regime and its impact on IPPC and 
waste management law

•	Expanded coverage of climate change law

•	Coverage of legislative developments including the 
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 
and the Natural Environment and Rural Committees 
Act 2006

860 pp July 2008 978-0-19-921102-9 Paperback £28.99 

Contents:
Part I - Introductory themes; 1. What is environmental 
law? A brief introduction; 2. History and challenges; 
3. Values, principles and environmental law; 4. Sources of 
environmental law; 5. The administration of environmental 
law and policy; Part II - Integrated themes; 
6. International law and environmental protection; 
7. The European Community and the environment; 8. The 
regulation of environmental protection; 9. Environmental 
crime; 10. Public participation; 11. Private law and 
environmental protection; Part III - Sectoral coverage; 
12. Town and country planning; 13. Environmental 
assessment; 14. Environmental permitting and IPPC; 
15. Climate change and air quality; 16. Contaminated 
land; 17. Water pollution and water quality; 18. Waste 
management; 19. The conservation of nature; 
20. Landscape management

It tackles subjects with a frankness that 
communicates the authors’ command of, and 
enthusiasm for, environmental law; its combination of 
a sophisticated evaluative narrative and accessible 
engaging layout is impressive.

The Law Teacher

“ “

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

An Online Resource Centre featuring 
updates to the law, latest developments, 
expanded material from the previous 
edition, and web links, accompanies the 
book.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/bell7e/

The most established 
textbook available on 

environmental law

The Oxford Handbook of 
International Environmental Law
Edited by Daniel Bodansky, Jutta Brunnèe, 
and Ellen Hey

The Oxford Handbook of International 
Environmental Law takes stock of the major 
developments in international environmental 
law, while exploring the field’s core assumptions 
and concepts, basic analytical tools, and 
key challenges. It is intended to serve as an 
authoritative and indispensable overview of the 
field.

Oxford Handbooks in Law

1,112 pp August 2008 978-0-19-955215-3 
Paperback £39.95

Environmental Legislation
Sixth Edition

Donald McGillivray

Blackstone’s Statutes, see series page 

720 pp 2006 978-0-19-928825-0 
Paperback £18.99 


