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Murphy on Evidence
Eleventh Edition 

His Honour Judge Peter Murphy, Circuit Judge on the 
South Eastern Circuit

Murphy on Evidence is firmly established as a leading text 
for use on undergraduate law courses and in preparation 
for professional examinations. Frequently consulted 
by judges and practitioners, it has come to be regarded 
as a work of authority throughout the common law 
world. It bridges the gap between academic and practical 
treatments of the law of evidence, containing detailed 
academic analysis of the law alongside a wealth of 
practical information about how the law is applied in the 
courtroom.

The eleventh edition continues to feature detailed 
coverage of the seminal decisions of the Court of 
Appeal, interpreting the hearsay and character evidence 
provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 2003. It provides 
a clear analysis of how the law has developed in these 
crucial areas, and practical observations on how the new 
rules are being applied by trial courts. 

New to this edition

•	The book has been thoroughly updated and deals with 
many important decisions of the House of Lords and 
the Court of Appeal since publication of the last edition

•	Each chapter closes with a concise summary of key 
points, and a helpful selection of further reading

•	As in previous editions, the author’s teaching method 
is centred around a realistic, though fictitious, criminal 
case and civil case, the supporting documents for 
which have been enhanced and can now be found on 
the Online Resource Centre

745 pp August 2009 978-0-19-956112-4 Paperback £31.99 

Contents:
1. Introduction to the law of evidence; 2. The language of 
the law of evidence; 3. The judicial function in the law of 
evidence; 4. The burden and standard of proof; 
5. Character evidence I: character evidence generally; 
in civil cases; evidence of good character; 6. Character 
evidence II: evidence of bad character; 7. The rule 
against hearsay (i): scope and working of the rule; 
8. The rule against hearsay (ii): common law and 
statutory exceptions; 9. The rule against hearsay (iii): 
admissions and evidence; 10. The rule against hearsay 
(iv): the accused’s silence and denials; 11. Opinion 
evidence; 12. Previous judgments as evidence; 
13. Public interest immunity and privilege (i): public 
interest immunity; 14. Public interest immunity (ii): 
privilege; 15. Witnesses: competence and compellability; 
oaths and affirmations; 16. Examination in chief; 
17. Cross-examination and beyond; 18. Corroboration 
and suspect witness warnings; 19. Documentary and real 
evidence; 20. Proof without evidence

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

Accompanied by an Online Resource 
Centre, authored by Richard Glover of the 
University of Wolverhampton, featuring 
twice-annual updates to the text, the 
supporting documents for the fictitious cases, and a 
list of useful web links.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/murphy11e/

Evidence
Text and Materials
Gregory Durston, Reader in Law, Kingston University

Evidence: Text and Materials offers an exceptionally 
clear and lucid presentation of the relevant law, which 
effectively guides students through this challenging and 
stimulating subject. Interwoven with the author’s incisive 
explanatory commentary are extracts from key cases, 
essential articles, and academic books. Exposure to these 
primary materials will help the student to develop a truly 
in-depth understanding of the fundamental principles of 
the law of evidence, and a keen awareness of how these 
principles are applied in modern practice. 

Particular attention is paid to the major developments 
and judgments that have transformed this subject in 
recent years, especially the Criminal Justice Act 2003, and 
the ongoing impact of the Human Rights Act 1998.

Key features

•	Features definitions of key terms, cross-reference 
points, end of chapter summaries, pause for reflection 
boxes, and problem questions that reinforce students 
learning and encourage them to engage with the text at 
an analytical level, thereby helping to prepare them for 
exams

•	The 14-chapter structure maps closely to single 
semester modules on the law of evidence, making this 
the ideal text for use on such courses

750 pp June 2008 978-0-19-921548-5 Paperback £29.99 

Contents:
1. Introduction; 2. Discretion; 3. The burden and standard 
of proof; 4. Presumptions; 5. Character evidence; 
6. Hearsay evidence; 7. Confession evidence and related 
matters; 8. Competence and compellability; 9. The 
course of the evidence: evidence in chief; 10. The course 
of the evidence: cross examination and re-examination; 
11. Opinion evidence; 12. Identification evidence and 
corroboration; 13. Public interest immunity; 14. Legal 
professional privilege and the privilege against self 
incrimination

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

An Online Resource Centre accompanies 
the book, including regular updates to the 
law, web links, and guideline answers to 
the problem questions. 

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/durston/

A one-stop, readily 
accessible source for students 
studying the law of evidence, 

whether for academic or 
professional exams

Its success in 
providing a readable and 
practical guide has been 
widely acknowledged, 

by law teachers, students, 
and the profession



EVIDEN      C E

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/law 57
Fill in comment cards online at
www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/comments

Evidence
Second Edition

Andrew Choo, Professor of Law, University of Warwick 
and Barrister, Matrix Chambers

Choo’s Evidence provides students with a lucid account 
of the core principles of the law of civil and criminal 
evidence in England and Wales, whilst also exploring the 
fundamental rationales that underlie the law as a whole.

This clear and engaging text explores current debates 
and draws on different jurisdictions to achieve a 
fascinating mix of critical and thought-provoking 
analysis for students and practitioners of the law of 
evidence. Thorough consideration is given to all areas 
of contemporary concern, particularly the ongoing 
implications of the Human Rights Act 1998 and the 
Criminal Justice Act 2003.

New to this edition

•	Chapters on the burden and standard of proof, and the 
course of the evidence, have been moved to the front 
of the book, to reflect the structure of many law of 
evidence modules

•	Short concluding summaries have been added to the 
end of each chapter, to provide the reader with the 
opportunity to reflect on what they’ve learned and 
pinpoint areas for further study

470 pp April 2009 978-0-19-923974-0 Paperback £26.99 

Contents:
1. Introduction; 2. Burden and standard of proof; 
3. The course of evidence; 4. Confessions; 5. The right 
to silence and the privilege against self-incrimination; 
6. Identification evidence; 7. Investigatory impropriety: 
violations of the European Convention on Human Rights 
and undercover police operations; 8. Public interest 
immunity and related matters; 9. Legal professional 
privilege; 10. Character evidence; 11. Hearsay evidence; 
12. Expert evidence; 13. Witnesses; 14. Proof without 
evidence

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

Evidence is accompanied by an Online 
Resource Centre, providing essential 
updates to the text and web links.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/choo2e/
Substantially updated to 

provide full coverage of post 
Criminal Justice Act 2003 
case law relating to bad 
character and hearsay

Evidence
Fifth Edition

Roderick Munday, Reader in Law, University of 
Cambridge

Munday’s Evidence provides students with a succinct, 
yet thought-provoking, introduction to all of the key 
areas covered on undergraduate law of evidence courses. 
Vibrant and engagingly written, this book sets out to 
demystify a traditionally intimidating area of law. Probing 
analysis of the issues, both historical and topical, ensures 
that this text contains a thorough exploration of the 
‘core’ of the subject.

Each chapter begins with a useful summary of its 
contents, enabling easy navigation of the text, and ends 
with self-test questions to check understanding and 
stimulate analysis.

New to this edition

•	Fully updated to cover all relevant developments in the 
law, especially in relation to bad character, hearsay, and 
the use of anonymous witness testimony

650 pp April 2009 978-0-19-955433-1 Paperback £24.99 

Contents:
1. Relevance and admissibility of evidence; 2. Presumptions 
and the burden of proof; 3. Witnesses: competence, 
compellability and various privileges; 4. The course of the 
trial; 5. Witnesses’ previous consistent statements and the 
remnants of the rule against narrative; 6. Character and 
credibility; 7. Evidence of the defendant’s bad character; 
8. The opinion rule and the presentation of expert evidence; 
9. The rule against hearsay; 10. Confessions; 11. Drawing 
adverse inferences from a defendant’s omissions, lies or 
false alibis; 12. Identification evidence; 13. Documents

Core Text Series

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

This book is accompanied by an Online Resource Centre, containing twice-yearly updates to the text, and a useful 
list of web links.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/munday5e/ 

Evidence Concentrate
Revision guide

Maureen Spencer and John Spencer

Concentrate, see series page

180 pp September 2009 978-0-19-955156-9 
Paperback £10.99
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Cross and Tapper on Evidence
Eleventh Edition

Colin Tapper, Emeritus Professor of Law, University 
of Oxford

Cross and Tapper on Evidence carefully considers the full 
implications of the Criminal Justice Act 2003, with a 
particular focus on the interpretation, by the courts, of 
the radical changes to the law relating to the admissibility 
of evidence of the bad character of the accused, and of 
hearsay. The ways in which the jurisprudence of the 
European Court of Human Rights continues to penetrate 
English law are also fully evaluated. 

On the civil side, the book reflects on recent decisions 
in the area of private privilege, especially in relation to 
legal professional privilege. In addition, it considers and 
evaluates the principal changes proposed by various law 
reform bodies and lobbying groups.

952 pp 2007 978-0-19-929200-4 Paperback £35.99 

This edition guides us through the complexities 
of the subject providing historical context, lucid 
explanation as well as commentary… It provides 
layer upon layer of meaning and interpretation of 
procedure, common law and statute, with ample 
illustrations, concatenating the different strands 

New Law Journal

“ “

Q&A: Evidence 2009 and 2010
Maureen Spencer and John Spencer

Q&A, see series page

320 pp January 2009 978-0-19-955957-2 Paperback £12.99 

Statutes on Evidence
Tenth Edition

Phil Huxley

Blackstone’s Statutes, see series page

484 pp August 2008 978-0-19-923820-0 Paperback £12.99 

The Modern Law of Evidence
Seventh Edition

Adrian Keane, Barrister, Professor of Law and Director 
of Professional Programmes at the City Law School, City 
University, London

The Modern Law of Evidence is well established and 
widely relied upon as a lucid, engaging, and authoritative 
exposition of the contemporary law of evidence. 
Straightforward and practical in its approach, the 
textbook also provides concise analysis of the theory 
behind the law, emphasizing recent discussion and 
current topics within the subject.

This book has been cited with approval by the highest 
appellate courts and is an ideal text for undergraduates and 
students studying on the BVC and LPC. It also continues to 
be a useful reference for practitioners and judges.

Key features

•	Up to date coverage of the burgeoning case law that 
has arisen since enactment of the Criminal Justice Act 
2003 especially in the areas of hearsay and the bad 
character of the accused

•	Further evaluation and analysis of the law, to help 
students engage with topical areas of interest

•	Coverage of the procedural rules regarding the 
admissibility of witness and hearsay statements

800 pp January 2008 978-0-19-923166-9 Paperback £27.99 

Criminal Evidence
Paul Roberts, Professor of Criminal Jurisprudence 
in the University of Nottingham School of Law, and 
Adrian Zuckerman, Fellow, University College, Oxford

This book offers a critical commentary on the main rules 
and principles regulating the admission of evidence in 
English criminal proceedings. Existing legal rules are 
placed in their theoretical, institutional, procedural, and 
broader criminal justice context, and reform options are 
systematically canvassed and examined.

748 pp 2004 978-0-19-876497-7 Paperback £33.99 
Also available
978-0-19-876498-4 Hardback £70.00 

An excellent basis for 
the critical analysis and 
appraisal of English law

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

This book is accompanied by an Online Resource Centre, containing annotated web links and twice yearly updates 
- thus ensuring that the text remains current and reliable between editions.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/tapper11e/




