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Understanding Jurisprudence

An Introduction to Legal Theory
Second Edition

Raymond Wacks, Emeritus Professor of Law and Legal
Theory, University of Hong Kong

What is law? Does it have a purpose? What is its
relationship with justice? Do we have a moral duty to
obey the law? These sorts of questions lie at the heart
of jurisprudence. Moreover, every substantive or ‘black
letter’ branch of the law raises questions about its own
meaning and function. The law of contract cannot be
properly understood without an appreciation of the
concepts of rights and duties. The law of tort is directly
related to several economic theories of compensation.
The criminal law is inextricably linked to philosophies of
punishment.

Understanding Jurisprudence explores these problems and
provides an engaging introduction to the central issues
of legal theory. The book navigates the reader through
legal philosophy’s fundamental concepts, concerns, and
controversies.

Students of law, politics, philosophy, and other social
sciences will find this an ideal guide to the essential
themes of contemporary jurisprudence.

New to this edition

Understanding
» Wider coverage of non-western legal traditions ITISprugence

* Three new chapters on: historical and anthropological
theories of law; the duty to obey the law; and the
philosophy of punishment

408 pp February 2009 978-0-19-953212-4 Paperback £22.99

CONTENTS:

1. Introduction; 2. Law and morals; 3. Classical legal
positivism; 4. Modern legal positivism; 5. Law as
integrity; 6. Legal realism; 7. Law and social theory;
8. Historical and anthropological jurisprudence;

9. Justice; 10. Rights; 11. The duty to obey the law;
12. Punishment; 13. Critical legal theory; 14. Feminist
and critical race theory

An approach that is easy to
follow and understand without
avoiding the complexities and

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

subtleties of the subject
/

An accompanying Online Resource Centre provides a wealth of supporting material for the reader, including:
questions and answers; an additional chapter providing guidance and advice on the study of jurisprudence; .

further contextual analysis of current controversies of a jurisprudential nature, such as current legal and moral
controversies and political debates; links to useful websites and related articles; and an interactive glossary of key

terms relating to legal theory.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/wacks2e/

McCoubrey and White’s Textbook on
Jurisprudence
Fourth Edition

James Penner, Professor of Property Law, University
College London

This textbook provides an introduction to and analysis
of the major theories and controversies of jurisprudence.
Starting with an overview of the nature of jurisprudence,
and then moving on to examine the theories and

main protagonists in more detail, it is an ideal text for
undergraduate students studying the subject for the first
time.

Key features

* Includes coverage of a wide range of legal theorists
and philosophies, each presented in dedicated
chapters to allow for easy navigation and to suit most
undergraduate courses

* Suggestions for further reading point the way for
students who wish to follow up on particular aspects of
the subject

* More in-depth coverage of the philosophical debates
and concerns surrounding the key topics ensures the
text continues to map well to most undergraduate
jurisprudence modules

Textbookon
* Arevised structure allows the student to progress ‘

logically through the text, and emphasizes the central ) BB

role played by Hart’s The Concept of Law in analyzing i \

the major issues that preceded it, as well as extensively

shaping what followed

il

urisprudence

288 pp August 2008 978-0-19-929986-7 Paperback £28.99

CONTENTS:

1. What is jurisprudence?; 2. Classical natural law;

3. Classical legal positivism: Bentham, Austin, Kelsen;

4. Legal realism; 5. Hart: The critical project; 6. Hart's
theory of law; 7. The natural law revival: Fuller and Finnis;
8. Post-Hart analytic philosophy of law: Dworkin and Raz;
9. Marxist theories of law; 10. Critical legal studies;

11. Postmodern legal theory; 12. Feminist legal theory;
13. The economic analysis of law; 14. Justice theory;
15. The concept of injustice

I.E. Pannar

Penner, Schiff and Nobles: Introduction
to Jurisprudence and Legal Theory

Commentary and Materials

Edited by James Penner, Professor of Property Law,
University College London, David Schiff Professor
of Law, Queen Mary, University of London and
Richard Nobles, Professor of Law, Queen Mary,
University of London

This book provides an accessible introduction to
jurisprudence and legal theory. It sets out a course of
study that offers a highly effective series of introductions
into a wide variety of theories and theoretical
perspectives, from traditional approaches such as natural
law to modern ones such as feminist theory, economic
analysis of law and Foucault and law.

1,216 pp 2002 978-0-40-694678-2 Paperback £34.99

Fillin comment cards online at ‘
www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/comments ﬁ'\

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/law
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The Politics of Jurisprudence
A Critical Introduction to Legal Philosophy
Second Edition

Roger Cotterrell, Professor of Legal Theory, University
of London, Queen Mary and Westfield College

4 N

Cotterrell is one of the rare scholars who can
discuss difficult ideas and arguments in a way fully
accessible even to those new to theory... There
are few books that offer a better combination of
breadth and depth

International Journal of Law
in Context

The Politics of Jurisprudence explores what jurisprudence
is about, what it seeks to do, how it does it and - most
importantly - how its conclusions can be brought to bear
on everyday problems of legal practice and major social,
moral or political issues. It selects material to illustrate
general approaches to legal theory and to explore
professional and political uses to which that theory has
been put.

338 pp 2003 978-0-40-693055-2 Paperback £28.99

CONTENTS:

1. Legal philosophy in context; 2. The theory of common
law; 3. Sovereign and subject: Bentham and Austin;

4. Analytical jurisprudence and liberal democracy: Hart
and Kelson; 5. The appeal of natural law; 6. The problem
of the creative judge: Pound and Dworkin;

7. Scepticism and realism; 8. A jurisprudence of
difference: class, gender and race; 9. The deconstruction

/ and reconstruction of law

Jurisprudence

Second Edition
J. G. Riddall

Jursiprudence incorporates the following topics:
utilitarianism, Scandinavian realism, feminism,
liberalism, the new critics, and the Hart v
Dworkin debate.

366 pp 1999 978-0-40-690010-4 Paperback £20.99

Legal Philosophies
Second Edition

J. W. Harris, Former Professor of Law at the
University of Oxford, Fellow of Keble College,
Oxford

Legal Philosophies has been written to provide a
clear guide to the main topics in a jurisprudence
or legal theory course with the novice in mind. It
provides summaries of the pertinent arguments
within these topics, and of the views of leading
theorists.

332 pp 1997 978-0-40-650716-7 Paperback £20.99

The Sociology of Law

An Introduction

Second Edition

Roger Cotterrell, Professor of Legal Theory,
University of London, Queen Mary and
Westfield College

The Sociology of Law offers a distinctive view

of contemporary law in Western societies and
provides a clear analytical framework for the
study of the diverse literature relating to its field.

428 pp 1992 978-0-40-651770-8 Paperback £29.99

Philosophy of Law: A Very Short
Introduction
Raymond Wacks, Emeritus Professor of Law

and Legal Theory at the University of Hong
Kong

Alively and accessible introduction to the social,
moral, and cultural foundations of law.
Very Short Introductions

144 pp 2006 978-0-19-280691-8 Paperback £6.99

Institutions of Law
An Essay in Legal Theory

Neil MacCormick, Leverhulme Personal
Research Professor and Regius Professor
of Public Law and the Law of Nature and
Nations, the University of Edinburgh

Institutions of Law presents the definitive
statement of Sir Neil MacCormick’s celebrated
‘institutional’ theory of law, defining law as
‘institutional normative order’ and explaining
each of these three terms in depth. It provides a
fresh and engaging introduction to legal theory,
ideal for students new to the subject.

Law, State, and Practical Reason

336 pp February 2008 978-0-19-953543-9
Paperback £19.99

Punishment and Responsibility
Essays in the Philosophy of Law
Second Edition

The late H.L.A. Hart, Formerly Professor of
Jurisprudence, Oxford University

336 pp March 2008 978-0-19-953478-4
Paperback £19.99

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/law

Law as a Moral Idea
Nigel Simmonds, Reader in Jurisprudence,
University of Cambridge

224 pp August 2008 978-0-19-955219-1
Paperback £17.99

The Concept of Law
Second Edition
The late H.L.A. Hart

Clarendon Law Series
328 pp 1997 978-0-19-876123-5 Paperback £27.99

Philosophy of Private Law
William Lucy

Clarendon Law Series
456 pp 2006 978-0-19-870068-5 Paperback £22.99

Law in Modern Society
Denis Galligan

Clarendon Law Series
248 pp 2006 978-0-19-926978-5 Paperback £19.99

Natural Law and Natural Rights
John Finnis

Clarendon Law Series
448 pp 1979 978-0-19-876110-5 Paperback £29.99






