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McNae’s Essential Law for Journalists
Twentieth Edition

David Banks, Senior Lecturer in Media Law,
University of Sunderland, and Member of the NCTJ
Law Board, and Mark Hanna, Senior Lecturer,
University of Sheffield and Chair of the NCT] Media
Law Examinations Board

McNae’s Essential Law for Journalists maintains its reputation
as the definitive guide for journalists and students,
providing an unrivalled level of accuracy and detail. It is

the indispensable, complete and portable resource for the
practising journalist or editor; used in newsrooms, court
rooms and at public meetings across the country.

Now in its 20th edition and featuring a new author team,
this acclaimed book has been made even more user-friendly
and accessible. The authors’ straightforward language,
engaging writing style and use of topical examples clearly
explain the law and bring it to life. Featuring key point
summaries, clear cross-references, and practical advice, the
book continues to meet the needs of every busy journalist
and student needing quick answers to the questions they
face in their day-to-day work.

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

Accompanied by an Online Resource Centre providing updates, multiple choice

questions, further reading, web links, and lecture podcasts to reinforce learning, all .'
of which provide a platform for further study and enable students to keep abreast of
developments in the law.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/mcnaes20e/

Key features

* Endorsed by the National Council for the Training
of Journalists as the essential text for students on
journalism courses

¢ Includes significant developments in privacy,
contempt, libel, and freedom of information

500 pp July 2009 978-0-19-955645-8 Paperback £19.99

CONTENTS:

1. Introduction; Part | - Crime, courts and tribunals;
2. Crime: coverage prior to any court case; 3. Crime:
categories and definitions; 4. Magistrates courts: the most
serious cases; 5. Magistrates courts: summary proceedings;
6. Criminal cases in crown courts and higher courts;

7. Juveniles in criminal and ASBO proceedings; 8. Sexual
offences; 9. Other court reporting restrictions; 10. Civil courts;
11. Family courts; 12. Open justice and access to court
information; 13. Challenging the courts; 14. Coroners’ courts;
15. Tribunals and inquires; 16. Contempt of Court; Part Il -
Defamation and related law; 17. Defamation; 18. What the
claimant must prove; 19. Defences; 20. Reynolds defence;
21. Slander, malicious falsehoods and criminal libel;

22. Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974; Part lll -
Confidentiality, privacy and copyright; 23. Breach of
confidence; 24. Privacy; 25. Data Protection Act; 26. Children
and privacy; 27. Copyright; Part IV - Information and
expression: rights, sources and boundaries; 28. Freedom
of Information Act; 29. Other information rights, and access to
meetings; 30. Reporting elections; 31. Official secrets;
32. The journalist’s sources; 33. Terrorism and counter-
terrorism; 34. Inciting hate; Part V - The photographer
and the law; 35. The photographer and the law;

Part VI - Northern Ireland; 36. Northern Ireland

Media Freedom under the Human
Rights Act

Helen Fenwick, Professor of Law, University of
Durham, and Gavin Phillipson, Professor of Law,
University of Durham

The authors - both leading academics in the field - have
drawn on significant comparative decisions to formulate
a coherent and provocative critique of the relationship
between media law and freedom of expression,

and suggested principles which make a significant
contribution to the legal discourse surrounding media
freedom in the Human Rights Act era.

The book offers comprehensive coverage of major media
law topics, including privacy, contempt, copyright, official
secrecy and freedom of information, content regulation
of broadcasters, and political defamation. The authors
provide a scholarly and theoretically informed analysis of
this very topical subject, of interest to those studying at
all levels and practising in this area of law.

1,133 pp 2006 978-0-40-694289-0 Paperback £33.99

SELECTED CONTENTS:

Part | - Article 10 European Convention on Human
Rights and the Human Rights Act; Part Il - The
administration of justice and media freedom,
fairness of proceedings, the open justice principle;
Part Ill - Media freedom, offence, morality and hate
speech; Part IV - Media freedom and the protection
of privacy; Part V - Copyright and media freedom;
Part VI - Media freedom and political speech
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Necessary reading for all students of
media law... provides fodder for thoughtful and
provocative discussion

Times
Higher Education Supplement
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This is a splendid book in which the authors
bravely tackle a huge subject; the effects of the
Human Rights Act have been felt in all areas of
media law

Media Lawyer
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Statutes on Media Law

Second Edition

Richard Caddell and Howard Johnson
Blackstone’s Statutes, see series page

416 pp August 2008 978-0-19-923827-9 Paperback £15.99

Blackstone’s Guide to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000

Third Edition
John Wadham, Jonathan Griffiths, and Kelly Harris
Blackstone’s Guide

336 pp 2007 978-0-19-923578-0 Paperback £44.95
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