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Mason and McCall Smith’s Law and 
Medical Ethics
Eighth Edition

Kenyon Mason, Professor (Emeritus) of Forensic 
Medicine, and Honorary Fellow of the School of Law, 
at the University of Edinburgh, and Graeme Laurie, 
Professor of Medical Jurisprudence and Co-Director of 
the Arts and Humanities Research Centre for Studies 
in Intellectual Property and Technology Law at the 
University of Edinburgh

Providing coverage of all the topics found on medical 
law courses, Mason and McCall Smith’s Law and Medical 
Ethics gives an overview of the inter-relationship between 
ethical medical practice and the law. The authors, both 
hugely experienced and influential in the field, offer their 
own opinions on current debates and controversies, and 
thereby encourage readers to formulate their own views 
and arguments.

As an ever-developing discipline, medical law is 
significantly shaped by the courts, and as such this book 
provides extensive coverage of recent judicial decisions as 
well as statutory developments. The last edition included 
a new chapter on the European dimension to health 
care, and this edition continues to take a comparative 
approach, with particular importance attached to the 
shift in influence from transatlantic jurisdictions to those 
of the EU.

This book has continually evolved to reflect changes in 
the law and shifting ethical opinions - the eighth edition 
continues to fulfil this remit and is essential reading for 
any serious medical law student or practitioner, as well as 
being of interest to all those involved in the delivery and 
control of modern healthcare.

New to this edition

•	Updated to include coverage of all of the latest case and 
statute law, including the Human Tissue and Mental 
Health Acts, to ensure that readers are as up-to-date 
and informed as possible

•	Thorough discussion of the revisions to the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act

•	Restructured to better reflect current teaching practices

824 pp September 2009 978-0-19-922775-4 
Paperback £26.99 

Contents:
Part I - Frameworks; 1. Medical ethics and medical 
practice; 2. Public health and the state/patient 
relationship; 3. Health rights and obligations in the 
European Union; Part II - Fundamentals; 4. Consent 
to treatment; 5. Liability for medical injury; 6. Medical 
confidentiality; Part III - Reproductive medicine; 
7. Genetic information and the law; 8. The management 
of infertility and childlessness; 9. The control of fertility; 
10. Civil and criminal liability in reproductive medicine; 
Part IV - Medicine in the community; 11. Health 
resources and dilemmas in treatment; 12. Treatment of 
the aged; 13. Mental health and human rights; 14. The 
body as property; Part V - The end of life; 15. Medical 
futility; 16. The diagnosis of death; 17. The donation 
of organs and transplantation; 18. Termination of life; 
Part VI - Biomedical research; 19. Research and 
experimentation; 20. Research on children, fetuses and 
embryos

This classic textbook 
has provided students of 

medical law and ethics with a 
framework for exploring this 
fascinating subject for over 

25 years

Medical Law
Text, Cases, and Materials
Second Edition

Emily Jackson, Professor of Law, London School of 
Economics

Medical Law: Text, Cases, and Materials offers exactly what 
the title says - all of the explanation, commentary, and 
extracts from key cases and key materials that students 
need to gain a thorough understanding of this complex 
topic. 

Key case extracts provide the legal context, facts, and 
background; extracts from materials, including from the 
most ground-breaking writers of today, provide diverse 
ethical perspectives and outline current debates; and 
the author’s insightful commentary ensures that readers 
understand the facts of the cases and can navigate the 
ethical landscape to form their own understanding of 
medical law.

Chapters cover all of the topics commonly found on 
medical law courses, including a separate chapter on 
mental health law.

New to this edition

•	New chapter on genetics, including sections on 
confidentiality, pharmocogenetics and PGD, direct-to-
consumer genetic testing, and gene therapy

•	More on the ownership of body parts and 
commodification, and on trial data and issues of 
medicalization (e.g. use of Ritalin for children with 
ADHD) and enhancement (e.g. Alzheimer’s drugs to 
improve memory)

•	Chapter 16 on ‘End of life’ has been expanded to 
include current controversies

•	Reference to key pieces of Scottish and Irish legislation, 
and where to find further information on these, is 
included

1,056 pp July 2009 978-0-19-955192-7 Paperback £34.99

Contents:
1. Bioethics; 2. Resources; 3. Malpractice; 4. Capacity; 
5. Informed consent; 6. Confidentiality; 7. Mental health 
law; 8. Research; 9. Medicines; 10. Abortion; 
11. Prenatal liability; 12. Organ transplantation; 
13. Embryo/stem cell research; 14. Assisted conception; 
15. Genetics; 16. End of life

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

Online updates to the law are regularly 
provided to ensure that the book stays 
current after publication. New to this 
edition is an online, searchable glossary of 
medical and legal terms.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/jackson2e_medical/
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Medical Law and Ethics
Second Edition

Jonathan Herring, Fellow in Law, Exeter College, 
University of Oxford

Medical Law and Ethics not only provides coverage of all 
the important cases, statutes and legal principles but also 
looks at different ethical viewpoints, including feminist, 
religious, critical and sociological. Readers are therefore 
given a firm grounding in the legal principles of medical 
law, whilst also being encouraged to understand and 
think about the tensions and debates within its wider 
social context. The text is broken up with frequent 
headings, boxes, questions, summaries, and further 
reading lists, to make navigation easy and suit a variety of 
learning styles.

Detailed and analytical enough for both undergraduate 
and postgraduate law students, and clear enough to be 
used by students approaching the subject from a non-
legal background, this book gives a user-friendly and 
thorough introduction to medical law and ethics.

Key features

•	Boxes covering EU perspectives are interspersed 
throughout the text

•	Coverage of the NHS is revised and restructured to take 
into account the regulation of healthcare professionals

•	Coverage of the NHS Redress Act 2006, Human 
Tissues Act, medical genetics and prenatal intelligence

•	More information on PGD (Pre-Implantation Genetic 
Diagnosis) and tissue typing

655 pp May 2008 978-0-19-923066-2 Paperback £27.99 

Contents:
1. Ethics and medical law; 2. The structure of the NHS 
and the rationing of healthcare resources; 3. Medical 
negligence; 4. Consent to treatment; 5. Confidentiality; 
6. Contraception, abortion and pregnancy; 
7. Reproduction; 8. Organ donation and the ownership of 
body parts; 9. Dying and death; 10. Mental health law; 
11. Research

It cannot be overemphasised how the book is 
remarkable in the clarity of its delivery… Herring’s 
obvious skill at reducing complex legal and 
administrative principles to user-friendly and easily 
comprehensible information comes to the fore

Legal Studies

“ “

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

The text is accompanied by an Online 
Resource Centre providing regular updates 
to the law, a video introduction from the 
author, and web links.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/herringmedical2e/

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

Mental Health Law is supported by an 
Online Resource Centre which provides 
updates and web links, keeping students in 
touch with developments.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/bartlett3e/

Mental Health Law
Policy and Practice
Third Edition

Peter Bartlett, Nottinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust 
Chair in Mental Health Law, University of Nottingham, 
and Ralph Sandland, Associate Professor in Law, 
University of Nottingham

Written by two of the country’s leading specialists in 
mental health law, this book provides a detailed overview 
of the law and the socio-legal, historical, sociological, and 
cultural issues that surround it. Mental health law, at its 
heart, involves the forcible confinement and medication 
of some of society’s most vulnerable people, and the 
authors look closely the legal and social issues raised 
by this, and the human rights of those who suffer from 
mental illness.

Key features 

•	Well-structured account of mental health law 
incorporating related case studies, thereby helping to 
put the theory into practice

•	Extensive bibliography enables students to access 
additional writings on mental health, benefiting their 
research and preparation for essays and exams

•	Includes analysis of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 and 
the Draft Mental Health Bill

734 pp 2007 978-0-19-927827-5 Paperback £36.99 

Contents:
1. Conceptualizing mental health law; 2. Problems of 
definition; 3. An overview of the contemporary mental 
health system; 4. Admission to hospital; 5. The process 
of civil confinement; 6. Mental disorder and criminal 
justice; 7. Treatment in hospital; 8. Leaving hospital; 
9. Control, care, and community; 10. Mental capacity: 
broad issues and basic concepts; 11. The Mental 
Capacity Act 2005; 12. Legal responses and advocacy 
for clients

Essential reading for every mental health 
worker… I highly recommend it

Nursing Standard“

“



MEDI    C A L  L AW

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/law 89
Fill in comment cards online at
www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/comments

Health Care Law
Second Edition

Jonathan Montgomery, Professor of Health Care Law 
at the University of Southampton

This well established textbook provides a readable, 
comprehensive and accessible account of the law 
governing health care in England and Wales. It not only 
thoroughly examines medical law, but the full range of 
health care, including the law on public health, the NHS 
and health professions, clinical negligence litigation, 
patients’ rights, and research and health care ethics. 

The narrative is clear and succinct with full references 
to legal sources to meet the needs of law students and 
practitioners. Excessive use of legal jargon is avoided 
ensuring that the law is also accessible to health care 
professionals. 

568 pp 2002 978-0-19-876574-5 Paperback £28.99 

Thorough, informed and wide-ranging 
presentation and commentary on most aspects 
of English law regarding health care and 
medicine

The Lancet

“ “

Blackstone’s Guide to the 
Mental Capacity Act 2005
Second Edition

Peter Bartlett

Blackstone’s Guide

560 pp February 2008 978-0-19-923904-7 
Paperback £39.95

Blackstone’s Guide to the Mental 
Health Act 2007
Paul Bowen

Blackstone’s Guide

640 pp 2008 978-0-19-921711-3 Paperback £39.99

Statutes on Medical Law
Sixth Edition

Anne E. Morris and Michael A. Jones

Blackstone’s Statutes, see series page

495 pp August 2009 978-0-19-956033-2 
Paperback £18.99 


