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Legal Skills
Second Edition

Emily Finch and Stefan Fafinski, Lecturers in Law at 
Brunel University

Legal Skills encompasses all the academic and practical 
legal skills vital to a law degree in one manageable 
volume. Written in an informal, lively and entertaining 
style with concepts illustrated using examples that 
speak to real life experience and diagrams to support 
the written text, it is an ideal text for the first-year law 
student and is also a valuable resource for those studying 
law at any level.    

The book covers both academic and practical skills 
in one manageable volume, meaning students need 
only buy one text and are encouraged to develop an 
overarching and integrated understanding of academic 
and practical legal skills.

Self-test questions and practical activities are provided 
and can be integrated into lectures and seminars to 
encourage active engagement with the subject and 
fostering grounded, practical experience of utilising legal 
skills.

New to this edition

•	A new chapter on writing dissertations provides 
support and advice for students embarking on a legal 
dissertation

•	A new chapter on referencing and plagiarism provides 
a clear and accessible introduction to these important 
topics and is accompanied by questions on the 
online resource centre to enable students to test their 
understanding

•	A new introductory section outlines the approach of 
the book and the importance of legal skills in both 
academic study and future employability

432 pp May 2009 978-0-19-955440-9 Paperback £25.99

Contents:
1. Introduction; Part I - Sources of law; Section A: 
Legislation; 1. Legislation; 2. Finding legislation; 
3. Using legislation; Section B - Cases; 4. Case law; 
5. Finding cases; 6. Using cases; Section C - Books, 
journals, and official publications; 7. Books, journals 
and official publications; 8. Finding books, journals and 
official publications; Part II - Academic legal skills; 
9. Study skills; 10. Writing skills; 11. Referencing and 
avoiding plagiarism; 12. Essay writing; 13. Dissertations; 
14. Answering problem questions; 15. Revision and 
examination skills; Part III - Practical legal skills; 
16. Presentation skills; 17. Mooting skills; 
18. Negotiation skills

Each legal skill is set 
in its wider context with clear 

links to other legal skills 
and to academic and legal 

practice

Learning Legal Rules
Sixth Edition

James Holland, Professor of Law and Head of the 
School of Law, University of the West of England, 
Bristol, and Julian Webb, Professor of Legal Education, 
University of Warwick

Learning Legal Rules brings together the theory, structure, 
and practice of legal reasoning in a readily accessible 
style. The book explains how to uncover and exploit the 
mysteries of legal materials. This is then used to draw 
the student into the techniques of legal analysis and 
argument and the operation of precedent and statutory 
interpretation. 

Key features

•	Includes a dedicated chapter on ratio decidendi and 
obiter dictum, which are difficult and yet vital concepts 
which first-year students may struggle to understand 
and put into practice

•	Includes material on human rights and the influence of 
the EU, which sets the English legal system in its wider 
context and introduces these key topics from the outset

408 pp 2006 978-0-19-928250-0 Paperback £19.99 

Contents:
1. Understanding the law; 2. Finding the law; 3. Reading 
the law; 4. Law, fact, and language; 5. The doctrine of 
judicial precedent; 6. How precedent operates: ratio 
decidendi and obiter dictum; 7. Making sense of statutes; 
8. Interpreting statutes; 9. ‘Bringing rights home’: legal 
method and convention rights; 10. European legal 
method; 11. Exploiting legal reasoning

...books like these are such a godsend. This 
is an excellent text

Lex Magazine“

“

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

An Online Resource Centre provides updates, guidance on answering legal problems and essay writing, guidance 
notes on statutory interpretation and case law analysis, self-test questions, and web links, offering students 
valuable support at the start of their course and allowing them to develop their written skills. Lecturers have 
access to seminar problems, and a test bank of 200 multiple choice questions with answers.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/holland_webb6e/

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

Accompanied by 
a comprehensive 
and innovative 
Online Resource 
Centre featuring videos of ‘real 
life’ mooting practice which 
immediately bring the subject 
to life.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/finch2e/    
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How to Write Law Essays and Exams
Second Edition

S.I. Strong, Associate Professor, University of Missouri, 
Columbia

This book provides law students of all levels with a 
practical and proven method of analyzing and answering 
essays and exam questions.

Key features

•	Gives students a practical and proven method of 
analyzing and approaching questions in law, while also 
imparting valuable writing skills, making this text an 
important reference tool in all areas of legal study

•	Applicable to most substantive law courses, so the text 
can be used by students throughout their legal studies

•	Includes many worked examples and helpful ‘tip’ 
boxes that help to reinforce a student’s learning and 
understanding of the process of writing law essays and 
exams

254 pp 2006 978-0-19-928755-0 Paperback £16.99 

There really is no other book that addresses 
so completely the issues tackled in this one… This 
book provides a tactical approach which can be 
adapted to fit virtually any type of legal problem 
or essay. An essential book for the library and, 
arguably, for all first year students’ reading lists

The Law Quarterly Review

“ “

The Law Student’s Dictionary
Thirteenth Edition

J.E. Penner, Professor of Law, King’s College, London

The Law Student’s Dictionary provides an invaluable 
reference work for all law students. The terms have been 
chosen with the specific needs of the undergraduate 
student in mind, and the text includes substantial entries 
on core topics, which help to explain and contextualize 
these key areas.

Key features

•	An essential point of reference for students of the law, 
providing a full insight into legal terminology

•	Features cross-referencing of terms and definitions, 
giving students the opportunity to expand and 
contextualize their knowledge

•	A revised format featuring a new two-colour page 
design makes the text easy to navigate

•	Includes some older terms that are not used to frame 
the current law, but which students will come across in 
the course of their studies and which are of historical 
significance, such as ‘plaintiff’

317 pp March 2008 978-0-19-921899-8 Paperback £14.99 

The Law Student’s Handbook
Steve Wilson, Principal Lecturer, School of Law, 
University of Northumbria, and Phillip Kenny, Former 
Professor of Law and Dean of Law School, University of 
Northumbria

The Law Student’s Handbook offers a practical guide to 
studying law. It introduces the ways in which law is 
taught and gives an overview of the English legal system. 

Topics such as the law library, preparing written work, 
completing coursework, and answering examination 
questions provide essential information to support 
students throughout their law courses. The sections on 
future legal careers help to complete the picture.

361 pp 2007 978-0-19-921271-2 Paperback £19.99 

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

The Online Resource Centre provides a 
wealth of additional information, such 
as law courses available and sources 
of postgraduate finance, student 
testimonials, further reading, advice on taking the 
LNAT, as well as multiple choice questions, to create 
a complete learning and reference resource for law 
students.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/wilson_kenny/

A valuable learning and 
reference resource for 

prospective law students, 
undergraduates and 

beyond

ONLINE RESOURCE CENTRE

The Online Resource Centre provides 
answers to frequently asked questions, 
information on citations, and a breakdown 
of a case into its constituent parts.

www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/orc/strong2e/

Legal Skills Set
The legal skills set provides law students with the practical skills and information required on any law course. The 
set comprises three volumes that students will constantly learn from and refer to. It offers great value for money.

•	Penner: The Law Student’s Dictionary 

•	Kenny & Wilson: The Law Student’s Handbook 

•	Strong: How To Write Law Essays And Exams
3 books  April 2009  978-0-19-957476-6  Pack  £32.00
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How to Moot
A Student Guide to Mooting
John Snape, Solicitor, Associate Professor in 
Law, University of Warwick, and 
Gary Watt, Reader and Associate Professor 
in Law, University of Warwick

How to Moot: A Student Guide to Mooting is 
set out in an accessible and user friendly 
style. Short, accessible chapters deal with 101 
questions that students new to the area of 
mooting will ask, and cover the major problems 
likely to be encountered. There are example 
moot problems and an entire transcript of a 
moot exercise, illustrating what is to be expected 
in court.

344 pp 2004 978-0-40-697951-3 Paperback £17.99 

About Law
An Introduction

Tony Honorè

128 pp 1996 978-0-19-876388-8 Paperback £17.99 

The Legal Secretary’s Guide
Fifth Edition

Ann Cheyne

This practical and comprehensive guide for 
legal secretaries is an ideal book for someone 
thinking of becoming a legal secretary, or for 
those experienced in the role who want to 
know more. Of particular assistance will be 
the numerous completed specimen forms and 
documents.

388 pp 2005 978-0-19-926840-5 Paperback £27.99 

A’ level Law
Fourth Edition

Tony Dugdale et al

676 pp 2002 978-0-40-692405-6 Paperback £18.99 

Advocacy Skills
Fourth Edition

Michael Hyam

224 pp 1999 978-1-85431-872-5 Paperback £18.99 

Advocacy in Court
A Beginner’s Guide
Second Edition

Keith Evans

224 pp 1995 978-1-85431-458-1 Paperback £18.99 

Legal Writing and Drafting
Paul Rylance

280 pp 1994 978-1-85431-169-6 Paperback £18.99 

The Golden Rules of Advocacy
Keith Evans

136 pp 1993 978-1-85431-259-4 Paperback £18.99 

Surviving Law School
Second Edition

Michael Brogan and David Spencer

320 pp January 2008 978-0-19-555146-4 
Paperback £17.99

Find out more about the OUP law prize
www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/law/prizes

Exam Skills for Law Students
Second Edition

Harry McVea, Senior Lecturer in Law, University of 
Bristol, and Peter Cumper, Senior Lecturer in Law, 
University of Leicester

Focusing on the processes involved in taking law exams, 
this book demonstrates how students can do justice to 
themselves by adopting the techniques employed by 
successful examinees. 

Key features

•	Includes numerous examples of answers, both good 
and bad, and accompanied by author commentary 
so that students learn how they can best demonstrate 
their knowledge of the law

•	Coverage on the best techniques students can adopt 
when writing their essays and dissertations

136 pp 2006 978-0-19-928309-5 Paperback £16.99 

Oxford Dictionary of Law
Seventh Edition

Edited by Elizabeth A. Martin and Jonathan Law

The best-selling dictionary of English law and legal 
terminology, for students and lecturers. More than 4,200 
clear and concise entries clearly define the major terms, 
concepts, processes, and the organization of the English 
legal system.

Oxford Paperback Reference

624 pp June 2009 978-0-19-955124-8 Paperback £11.99 


