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1  Water, water
In this unit you will practise the simple past tense, the passive voice, and direct 
and indirect speech.

Practising the simple past tense
Most of Morning in the Desert is written in the simple present tense. In the 
extracts below, the original simple present-tense verbs have been left  out.

{ Fill in the gaps with the missing form of the verb in the past tense. Th e fi rst 
one is done for you.

Extension  Write out all the irregular verbs in the past tense that you have 
used. Th ese are ones that don’t end in -ed.
Extension Write out all the irregular verbs in the past tense that you have

The sky _______________________ pearl-grey when I _______________________. My sister Phulan _______________________ me out of bed. 

I _______________________ a piece of soap into the corner of my chador. I _______________________ up two earthen pots and 

a padded ring to balance one pot on my head. My camel, Mithoo, and I _______________________ for the water hole, 

the toba. Mithoo’s small brass bell _______________________ cheerfully as he _______________________ his head, impatient for 

me to fold back the reed door which _______________________ from our courtyard to the outside. I _______________________ 

Mithoo carry the empty goatskin to the toba.

At the toba I _______________________ over our dwindling water supply. Two-toed camel footprints 

_______________________ baked into the shiny clay at the outer edges of the toba. I _______________________ my skirt 

with one hand, and the mud _______________________ between my toes as I _______________________ the water. I 

_______________________ the fi lled pot to the bathing rock at the edge of the toba and _______________________ my 

tunic over my head. I _______________________ my hair forward and _______________________ water over it.

The sun _______________________ over the horizon. I _______________________ the soap into my hair. I _______________________ my 

eyes shut, letting the soapy water drain down my shoulders and neck, rubbing into my skin 

before rinsing off  to preserve every drop.

The sun _______________________ extremely hot as I _______________________ back. Over the next week we _______________________ 

our water dwindle yet further. In the heat of the afternoons, before the daily wind and dust 

_______________________, we _______________________ herbs. As the precious water _______________________ away with the hot desert 

wind, we also _______________________ our preparations for leaving the toba and moving on.

was
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Vocabulary
{ Find the vocabulary below in the extract from Morning in the Desert in your 

Student Book and match each word with the correct defi nition.

to yawn plants used to fl avour food

earthen having a bright surface that catches the light

to balance to open the mouth wide to take in air

brass to fall slowly – usually a liquid, in drops

to dwindle to cause liquid to fl ow out of something

shiny to place something carefully so it does not fall

impurities dirt or other unwanted substances

to pour the skin on the top and back of the head

to trickle metallic substance made from copper and zinc

scalp to gradually become less and less

to rinse to a very great extent

single happening every day

extremely just one

daily to wash soap or dirt away with clean water

herbs made out of earth or clay, often baked hard

English names
List all the fi rst names you can think of in English that come from other words.

Extension  Add new words from the vocabulary list to your word pool.

Rose, Heather, Daisy …
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{ Include the notes you have made in the Venn diagram in the diff erent 
paragraphs of your composition.

COP Y RIGH T OU P P HOTO COP Y ING P ROHIBI T E D

Although Shabanu and I have very different lives, there are things that we both do 
every day …

However, Shabanu’s day is different from mine in several ways …

In contrast, my day involves …
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Practising the passive voice
Look back at the Carisbrooke Castle leafl et on pages 10–11 of your Student 
Book. Many of the sentences use forms of the verb ‘to be’ (are, be, is, was and 
were), followed by a past tense form of the verb to create the passive voice. For 
example: ‘Th e well at Carisbrooke Castle was dug in 1136.’

Th e passive voice can be changed into the active voice by rearranging the order 
of the words. You either need to add information about whoever is doing the 
action, or move it to the beginning of the sentence. Th e example above can be 
changed to: ‘Th e Normans dug the well at Carisbrooke Castle in 1136.’

{ Change the sentences below from the passive to the active voice in the past 
tense.

{ Th e following sentences are related to the water wheels at Hama. Change 
them from the active to the passive voice.

{ Th f ll i t l t d t th t h l t H Ch

The well at Carisbrooke Castle was dug in 1136. The Normans dug the well at Carisbrooke 
Castle in 1136.

The main castle walls were built by Norman rulers.

A wooden bucket was used to collect water.

The treadwheels are still worked today by a team 
of six donkeys.

Donkey power was introduced to the castle.

In 1587 the treadwheel was re-built.

You can fi nd Hama about 40 kilometres from 
Aleppo.

Hama can be found about 40 kilometres 
from Aleppo.

The wheels bring up water from the River Orontes.

Water fi lls and drives the wooden boxes.

River water was used to irrigate the surrounding 
farmland.

The people of Hama built 30 norias in the 13th century.

The wheels require no other form of power.
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Making a leafl et
{ Use the information on the water wheels at Hama to draft  ideas for a leafl et 

about them.

{ Plan your own leafl et below, showing the layout and images you will use as 
well as the text.

Extension  Design a leafl et for a place you know well. Make the most eff ective 
use of words, pictures, colours and other design features.

{ Plan our o n leaflet belo sho ing the la out and images ou ill use as

Make up three possible titles for your 
leafl et.

●  The water wheel wonders of Hama

●  

●  

Use three facts or statistics to give 
your leafl et detail.

●  

●  

●  

Describe three things a visitor could 
do at the water wheels.

●  

●  

●  
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Practising direct and indirect speech
Th e text of Th e River Gypsies contains examples of direct speech that report 
Babu’s exact words. To report what Babu said, indirect speech would be used.

{ Make notes comparing the words and punctuation in the examples below.

Writing direct speech involves putting quotation marks around the words that 
are said. Indirect speech oft en needs the word ‘that’ to be added and pronouns 
to be changed.

Verb tenses are also changed when moving from direct to indirect speech. As a 
rule, direct speech in any present-tense form is changed into a past-tense form 
when reported indirectly.

{ Change the present-tense direct speech examples below into indirect speech.

Extension  Highlight the verbs you have changed in each example.

d h l k d h d h

‘My friend needs the snake catchers,’ Babu said to me.
Babu said that his friend needed the snake catchers.

Punctuation diff erences: Word diff erences:

‘It is fast-fl owing water,’ said the police offi  cer. The police officer said it was fast-flowing 
water.

‘Cobras are usually venomous,’ warned the zoo 
keeper.

‘I am learning Chinese,’ replied the girl.

‘The old man has a snake in his house,’ Babu 
explained.

‘The weather has been terrible,’ he said.

‘If the earth smells of fi sh, then the men know 
there’s a snake inside,’ Babu whispered. 
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Writing an account
{ Write an account of Th e River Gypsies catching the cobras from the old 

man’s point of view.

Discussing the painting
{ Refl ect on your group discussion about the painting. Fill out the table below 

to record examples of the points made in indirect speech.

Extension  Highlight all of the verbs you have used in your account.

When I heard the river gypsies were in the village, I …

Putting forward an original opinion I said I thought the person on the left 
was thinking about whether it was going 
to rain.

Putting forward an original opinion

Bringing in an idea from another painting or text

Collaborating with another person to explore 
an idea further
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Water, water word pool
{ Use the space below to record any new words that you have come across 

while you have been studying this unit.

My own vocabulary
{ Choose ten of the most important, useful or interesting words from your 

word pool and write down their defi nitions.

Extension  Read around the topic of water, and add more words to your 
word pool and vocabulary list.

horizon The point in the distance where the sky and earth appear to meet

My own vocabulary

treadwheel

Wordpool

912723_Eng_intnl_WB1_Ch_01.indd   9912723_Eng_intnl_WB1_Ch_01.indd   9 8/11/09   4:30:37 PM8/11/09   4:30:37 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




