
2

Ag
ri

pp
in

e
lif
e 

w
it

h
conversation crisis

NATURAL ENGLISH UPPER INTERMEDIATE PUZZLE BOOK
© Oxford University Press  www.oup.com/elt

Guess who Madonna Ancona’s
just moved in with. Yeah. Go on! Say

a name!

What do you mean
‘moved in’?

Her mum’s bought her a studio

flat near the university. 

Guess who with.

How many
rooms?

Oh, it’s minute.
Yeah.

How much did it
set her back?

70,000
euros. 

Wow! It’s incredible how much
prices have come down.

My uncle bought a two-bed flat last year.
Guess how much.

Did you know she’d
split up with
Micky Tikki?

120,000 euros – and it
needs loads of work

doing
on it.

Mary Scarey told me. Yeah.
You’d get it for half that now ’cos prices

have slumped.

I saw her kissing Omar
Kardomah the other day. Wow!

I’m going to have to tell you
’cos you’re such a dope
you’ll never get it. Yeah.

BARRY 

ANACONDA!
And what make of

dishwasher did they get?



1 publicize a product or service

2 choose someone by voting for them

3 promise to do something bad to someone
if they don’t do what you want 

4 discuss something so that you can reach
an agreement, especially in business

5 give someone a job

6 you do this when you’re feeling sleepy 
or bored

7 see or hear something

8 get bigger in size or number

9 find out

10 feel sorry that something did or didn’t
happen

11 catch your foot on something and 
fall over, or nearly fall over

12 like something more than 
something else

13 make sb remember something

14 interrupt someone when they 
are busy

15 ask anxiously for something that 
you want very much (often money)

16 get bigger or develop

17 move around in no particular direction

3

move in with sb start
living with sb

go on! a phrase used to
encourage sb to speak,
or to say more

minute /mAI"nju:t/
very small

set back [ cost

wow! [ exclamation
used when you are
surprised or impressed

split up with sb [
end a relationship,
marriage, etc.

loads of [ lots of

’cos [ because

slump go down in
price suddenly

dope [ idiot, fool

] This means that the
word or phrase is
informal.

LL

verb snake
Write the answers to the clues in the snake. 

The last letter of each word is the first letter of the next word.
Grey squares are the beginning or end of a word.

glossary

ate one night, a man walking home through a 
cemetery became frightened when he heard 

a tapping noise TAP-TAP-TAP-TAP-TAP. As he walked, 
the tapping got louder TAP-TAP-TAP-TAP-TAP!! and he became terrified. Suddenly, 
he came across a man, kneeling down, tapping at a tombstone with a chisel . 

‘Oh, thank goodness!’ said the man. ‘You frightened me. I didn’t know 
what the noise was. What are you doing?’

The other man turned to face him in the moonlight and 
said, ‘They spelled my name wrong.’

laugh!laughwhat a !
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crime scene
Study the picture for two minutes. Then answer the questions on page 7. You must not turn back to the picture.

Now answer these clues, again using only the letters in INVESTIGATE.

1 buy shares in a company 
2 animal doctor
3 December 31st is New Year’s 
4 go brown in the sun
5 an agent buys or sells properties for people

You have two minutes. Think of five more words using the letters in
INVESTIGATE.

A kidnapping trial in Colorado, USA, 
was nearly finished when a member of

the jury confessed that he didn’t
have the slightest idea what
was going on – he was
totally deaf. The judge
asked him whether he
had understood anything
at all, and sent him home
when he didn’t reply.

A few minutes later, another juror
admitted that she hadn’t understood
anything either. Although fluent in Spanish,
Portuguese, Russian and Swahili, she didn’t
know a single word of English, and was
shocked to hear that she had been listening
to a kidnapping trial.

Finally, a third juror revealed that he suffered
from both afflictions: he was unable to speak
English and had been completely deaf since
childhood.

Not surprisingly, the trial was abandoned.

*

WORDS IN A WORD
Using only the letters in the word INVESTIGATE, label the pictures.

investigate

n e s t

would you

believe it?

CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME

1 2 3

4

567
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honeycomb

Translate these nouns into your language.

English Your language

suspect

offender

accomplice

victim

witness

security guard

private investigator / 
private eye

lawyer

barrister

informer

defendant

judge

jury

juror

probation officer

1 someone is believed to have
done something wrong, but
the police have no proof 

be under suspicion
2    a witness does this in a trial

3 do something illegal

4 admit in court that you did
something illegal

5 the judge does this when
he/she says what the
punishment will be

6 not do anything illegal

7 when the police find
someone in the act of doing
something criminal

8 take an innocent person
prisoner and demand
money, etc. for their
release

9 kill intentionally

10 try to avoid being captured
by the police

11 the judge does this when
he/she decides to lock
someone away

12 decide not to do anything
illegal again

13 offer yourself to be
captured (e.g. by the
police)

commit

plead

guilty

law

the

obey

murder

be

under

pass

evidence

give

someone

take

suspicion

sentence

go

straight

hostage

break

the

law

go

on

catch

prison

to

someone

send

the

someone

red-

handed

up

yourself

give

run

honeycomb
Find expressions in the honeycomb for the clues below.
The phrases can run in any direction.

The WORD POLICE Investigate

… CRIME

CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME • CRIME

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

hidden word
Answer the clues about crimes and criminals. The letters in grey 
spell out another word meaning ‘people who commit crimes’.

1 person who steals things from people’s bags in public places
2 stealing from a person or place (a general word)
3 stealing from shops
4 person who kills someone deliberately
5 person who takes and keeps someone prisoner illegally, especially for money
6 person who buys and sells cocaine, etc.
7 making illegal copies of money, paintings, etc. to make a profit
8 the crime of setting fire to places deliberately
9 the crime of attacking someone physically
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