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Using the Oxford DNB online

The online edition of the Oxford DNB is designed to be easy and fast to use. As with the print
edition, you can look up people by name—and name searching is the most popular way to
find people. But online you can also search across the text to discover groups of people
(for example dictionary subjects who shared the same profession or who lived in your town in
a particular period).

This makes the online dictionary an excellent resource both for learning more about the
people who shaped history and for undertaking project and course work or discovering
historical figures in your region.

There are many ways to search for the 55,800 men and women online. Of these the most
important are:

e searching for people by name
e searching for groups of people
e text searching across the dictionary’s 63 million words.

All are fast, efficient, and very easy to use.
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1 Searching for people by name
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‘Quick name search’

To find a person in the dictionary type their name in the Search for the biography of a
person field in the middle of the subscriber home page and hit Go.

e Enter the name in natural order: John Smith.

e Use surname, initials and surname, or forename and surname: Webb, B Webb, or Beatrice
Webb.

e Searches aren't case-sensitive, and you don't need to type accents: john of gaunt, Du Pre.
¢ You will find people with aristocratic titles too: earl of essex, lord north.

¢ You don't need to know what someone is called in the dictionary: william the conqueror
finds William I; and George Eliot finds Marian Evans.

e Ifin doubt, just type the name by which you know them: Henry VIII, Dick Turpin, Pitt the
elder, Captain Cook, Sid Vicious.

How else do I find people?

e By browsing

Simply go to the Browse tab and scroll through the dictionary, alphabetically or
chronologically.
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¢ By looking for ‘themes’

The Themes tab leads to the ‘themes’ area of the site—in effect an online companion guide to
British history. And because every theme links through to the relevant Oxford DNB biographies,
it’s also a guided introduction to the dictionary.

e Reference lists: office-holders in all walks of life, from kings and queens to captains
of the England cricket team or recipients of the Victoria Cross

e Reference groups: the movements, clubs, and factions that shaped our past: who
enforced Magna Carta? who campaigned for women’s rights at Langham Place? who
opposed appeasement in the 1930s?

o Features: expert essays on major topics and anniversaries in British history: for
example the Gunpowder Plot, shapers of the industrial revolution, or the legacy of the
1906 Liberal government

2 Searching for groups of people

The online Oxford DNB will also find sets of people whose names you may not already know.
Advanced searching by ‘People’ identifies subjects in the dictionary who share common
biographical information. For example, find people who:

e share a date of birth, baptism, death, or burial

e lived in the same county, town, or even street

e went to a particular school or college

e shared a profession or held the same religious beliefs at the same or different times

Combined ‘People’ searches allow you to discover individuals with a range of common
attributes—a great source for projects and local history work. For example:

e Which engineers lived in Manchester between 1800 and 1850?
e Who were the Roman Catholics who lived in my town in the reign of Elizabeth I?

e What was the family and educational background of the women who campaigned for
universal suffrage?

e Who are the most influential surgeons in British history? How did their role change
between 1500 and 18007

e Who went to France between 1914 and 1918 as an army officer or airman, a reporter, a
physician or nurse?

e Who were the Britons active in India in the period before independence?

3 Searching the text of the Oxford DNB

A full text search allows you to locate key terms in the dictionary’s 63 million words. But with
a twist: you can choose what kind of word you are looking for, by restricting your search to,
for example, place names, personal names, organization names, quotations, or book titles.

Text searching also opens up many possibilities for exploring landmark historical events—
from the foundation of Roman Britain to the Suez crisis—through the lives of those who took
part. For example:

e Find the soldiers who fought in the battle of the Somme in 1916. What were their
backgrounds? How old were they? How many survived the war?

e Who were the advocates of eighteenth-century enclosure? What were the aims of these
agricultural reformers?

e Who were victims of leprosy in medieval Britain? Who treated the disease and how?

e Who was involved in the general strike of 1926? Learn more about the event from the
perspective of politicians, trade unionists, journalists, and others.
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4 Reading the Oxford DNB

e The results page

When you have run your search, if there is only one person in the dictionary with the name
you searched for you will go straight to the article. Otherwise you will go to a results page.

Creford Dictionary of

Mariomnal Blmrﬂp]i}' Search | Browdss || TR I Oueh Sadoeh porin ¥ a0 I
it | Fuill 1ot | Refaisscon | Contilbatsn | bnges
— —
4 A Fravious page 2ol Golopage ¥ g Han B b p— c

Your saech refumed 21 esis. 17 - 20 shewn o slphabeboal arder, ssoerdng
Searching for subjects: caled Banng - E

saing tertigul, Hanlel Baay, Lidy Sihbuden [1806- 1857, Berary et n

sinig, [Bemay Bingham [TO0S:T0E9], pobcian

[
L
Fasing, . beond Biran Riplitabe (1BE3A029), rarchaat backir J1
I wliy a . Loulsa Caanline, Lady Ashbubon (18271905, ad
T paride S L a
! [ 25, peest end author I8
F L B | Fommis v b -
I Stanlay, thrd g af Cromae (1915-1991), bankar snd — A
T e Yow
" o P

|

. w
190M), pobtician and veemy of nda
] Bhusiraied oaly o

L iy Al 2 # . " " i " 7 I?
bt . WA SpEREs 10, Marke Paaline (10880955 voleisi

Results por page: (10 (= gy o e iy P e P l?hl‘m” D

A your results list
what you searched for, and the order in which your results are displayed

C the navigation bar: move through your results list page by page, or go to the first or last
page

D this icon shows that there is an illustration of this person in the dictionary; click on it
to see the picture

E ordering options for your results set: sort alphabetically or chronologically

F refine your results list by searching within the results: for example you could choose
to see only the women from your results list ... or only the politicians ... or only those
alive in the sixteenth century ... or those who lived in Cornwall

context-sensitive help is always available here at the top right of the screen

quick search is always available here for another person or text search; use the drop-
down to choose

Click on the name of the person you are interested in to go to their article.
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o The article page

H —

Homa | Sboud Cafordlil | Mews | Cuslonsr Servics | Contact LYl | Help [legsi

Orxford Dictionar

Mational Biography Seaech || Browse | Themes I Guith Search person w o I F
p—

People | Fall pean | Refedences | Contiibitsis | Imagis m
I _F':FII-I.' L= N A (Fecrge Baarg [1751-1084) Henny Bngham .!'\.l.-.:||'I§ J-l;_:_l'l.' L— E

Baring [née Montagu], Harrlet Mary, Ledy Ashburtan |
(10651870 liberary hostess, eldest clold of Gecrge John
Maontagu, sisth sarl of Rardwizh (1773 -18000, and hiz
wile, Lady Lowiza Lowry-Corry (1 781 -1842), daughter of
Armar Lawry-Corry, first ear] of Belmere, was B on 14
l May 1825, The early death of Lord Sandwich in 1828 Jeft
His widew with thres small children, including the srven-
vear-cld seventh sarl, whoes intereste she managed
Juring his mincrity. On 12 April 1823 Lady Harriet
Wamitagu married William Bingham Baring, whe succesded
apseoard Baron Ashburtan in 18ySsthey had cne sons
whia died st fifteen monthe. Profoundly sristecratizin her | = A
views, she had Litte time for ber Baring connecticns,
Alfhzugh shee recognized the porer that came from Eheir
B (-1 RS T By bankirg frtune, commenting that "The Barings are

Ol DN , A — wvarywhars, Thay gt evarything. The enly check upen
them ir, that they are all memb-ers of the Church of

v otherwise, thereis no siying what they weuld 30" (1 teo am bere, 215), AsLady
Paring, she sstablished cne of the feremrst Literary salonsin the counktry, gathening
ver pach men of betters s Fichard Mencktan Milnes, A.H Cleugh, Charles Buller,
Fmith, William Makepesce Thackeray, ard, pre-eminently, Thomas Carlyle. To

she war 4 ‘glorious Cueen’, the Tamp of my dark path'; unsurprisingly, Lady Harriet
o fuvcurable impressicn on Mre lay whoy afber Lady Hurmiet's death obeerved
T pematimes think that [rhe] waz an #vwil spirit. Ko malignant elf cculd have caused more
mirery” (Surteer, 551

Badling |rewe Mostagul, Haisiel
My, Lady Ashibaunon (1805
TBET], Hovasy fddids

by Ko . Faynislds

Roaded bii G

D e akis

Alasasmdel Baging (1773

E.D. Raynolds

Mr(rl o Pz vy Beemey enle o i froen e Feitend off Aame Wlelnh Corlde, e, A, MoCrossn Simpeon Jll'r.
M. Mogusen Simpesn (1o77) - F. Kaplan, Tevman Garbaler = becpraefey Cupla) - M. Clarke, Andstsun

fﬂ_}'“.wﬂm_:l St fge, doise [35-50] « R, Mondhron Ml HMW\“I.LB"QJI".SIH’IH'J. e

Euschonrind, wddtrr.hn‘,;’i:ﬂ"_wm,tndydlf_‘mrm:hfwﬂqi SEC, Pearags - Foater, Abem .

ANHHWl HIL Seek., correap. and papens - pri L, correnp. with Lady Halland, A44. M5 - B

EiEg = B, Pabl MR « M 2oon,, Dundass M2 o B Ellice M52 = HRA Bootlard., priv

cell., carrmg. with sar] of Wermiynsm - UCL, SDIUN M55

Likeweesses Fo Hall, litkograph, Thomas Carlyles T, Sheyres Walk, London = H, W Fckergill,

cils, unkrearwn collectian; copypeint, Wikt Library, Courtandd trat. [ ree i ]

Wealth at desth under {35000 -William Fngham Barargs probans, L Juns 1504, J0RLA Foag

& Wadrr
—
Dl el Unbeei 5y PRens 29884 CRCEORLD
A rgfis rederved See g foice Aerrenin Fbe

Ho D Feyfaclds, g | Harrel Bary, Lady Astiburkon [TEE-1EST), Dafnd
Durtngny oo Sipdaonal Booeapdsy, Croford Liniver pby Frepg, 2004
[rEp Mewwes poforcidni: comdveesiwtacind 30, scospped 3 Jan J005]

i sy i g 1 E00F 1T chOn L DR eF i 204
(el | ESrghears Barr), Sed0rs] Bandn Ashburkon 1701024
o 1 [ H e L il

LSRR R L )

the article text (this is a very short one)

B the references section: the sources used in the writing of the article, the subject’s
known archives, known portraits or photographs of the subject, and any record of how
rich they may have been when they died

C portrait of the subject; click on it to see a larger version of the picture

D the left-hand pane contains links, including cross-references to other articles in the
dictionary, and a link to the original (‘old’) DNB article (if there was one)

E the navigation bar: go to the previous or next articles in your results list

F return to your results list

G help is always available here

H quick search is always available here for another person or text search

I print out a printer-friendly version of the article to read at leisure
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