
Explore the lives of over 57,000 people worldwide who have shaped the British past
over the last 2,400 years – from the 4th-century BC Greek explorer Pytheas to
Princess Diana, and from the founding fathers of America to the Nawabs of Bengal.

"Every visit to
shelf or screen has
left me in a state
of head-shaking

amazement at the
quantity of exact

information
packed into 
its pages." 

STEFAN COLLINI, London

Review of Books

“The greatest reference work on earth.” 
DAILY TELEGRAPH
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■ Over 57,000 biographies from the new 

60-volume Oxford Dictionary of National Biography,

plus access to the original 33-volume DNB 

■ More than 65 million words explore the lives of

people from all walks of life, including alchemists

and nuclear physicists, fencing masters and

footballers, and lawyers and traitors

■ 10,500 portrait illustrations – the largest

selection of national portraiture ever published

■ More than 10,500 specialist contributors from

35 countries

■ An expanding range of themed articles,

reference lists, and special articles on families

and groups offer direct links to relevant

biographies

■ Over 10,000 reciprocal links between Who Was

Who and the Oxford DNB connect people who

feature in both titles, allowing users to compare

what people said about themselves in Who Was

Who with their biographies in the Oxford DNB

A vast and authoritative online resource…

DID YOU KNOW?

The first woman to 

climb the Mattherhorn

was Lucy Walker

(1836–1916) who 

did so on a diet of

sponge cake and

champagne!

■ Learning resources are available to help

education professionals incorporate the Oxford

DNB into their teaching, with sample lesson plans,

teachers’ notes, and links to external web sites

■ Regular updates are added every 4 months to

include new biographies, themes for reference,

illustrations, improved website features, and

additions to articles already published
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“The huge website is superbly designed and easy to navigate. Who could ask for
anything more?” SUNDAY TIMES

Extensive range of search options and links…

■ Quick search by name or word is available from

every web page 

■ Advanced search options open up wide research

avenues – search for people by date, field of interest

or occupation, place of birth, education, residence,

death or burial (from country down to street, and

even building), religious affiliation, and more 

■ Powerful full text search enables searching

within all text for places, people, institutions,

organizations, and works of art, music, and

literature – as well as within the bibliographies,

and listings of archives and likenesses 

■ Browse alphabetically or by birth date 

■ Extensive cross-references increase research

possibilities, and provide an alternative way to

browse the full text

■ American National Biography Online

subscribers can view cross-referenced entries

linking biographies in both sites – for example,

discover how Benjamin Franklin is portrayed in the

context of both British and American history 

How to subscribe

The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography is available by

subscription to institutions and individuals worldwide. 

■ Institutions: Subscription prices are based on the size and

type of institution. Please contact us for a price quotation 

(see right for details)

■ Individuals: To subscribe online and gain instant access, go to

www.oxfordonline.com/subscribe

Free trials available!

Free trials of all our online products are available to institutions.

Librarians and central resource coordinators can register for a 

trial at www.oxfordonline.com/freetrials

How to contact us

For further information about all Oxford Online products, and to

request institutional free trials and price quotations, please contact us:
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Customers outside 

North and South America

E: onlineproducts@oup.com

T: +44 (0)1865 353705

F: +44 (0)1865 353308

Customers in 

North and South America

E: oxfordonline@oup.com 

T: 1 800 624 0153

F: 1 919 677 8877

■ Electronic Enlightenment subscribers can view

over 1,100 reciprocal links between both sites

■ Email articles and lists of search results, either

as text files or special links 

■ External one-to-one links to the National

Register of Archives, National Portrait Gallery,

Royal Historical Society Bibliography, and more 

■ Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) make it easy to

link to the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

direct from course packs and reading lists

■ Citation information is available for all

biographies, reference lists, and featured essays

Subscriber services include...

■ Extensive online help and excellent customer

and technical support

■ Detailed usage statistics allow you to track how

often your users are accessing the Oxford

Dictionary of National Biography

■ OpenURL compliance enables users to query the

library catalogue with bibliographic information

Douglas Adams © Brian Griffin; collection National Portrait Gallery, London
All other images © National Portrait Gallery, London

DID YOU KNOW?

London's first coffee

shop was opened in

1652 at Cornhill, by the

Sicilian-born servant,

Pasqua Rosee.

Oxford University Press offers

a wide range of acclaimed

online resources across many

subject areas. To view a full

list of products, visit

www.oxfordonline.com

Information is accurate at time of
going to press, but is liable to
alteration without notice. 
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