
AMERICAN NATIONAL
BIOGRAPHY ONLINE
“The life of a nation is told by the lives of its people...”
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AMERICAN NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY ONLINE
“One of the best reference sources of the millennium.” LIBRARY JOURNAL

The acclaimed 24-volume American National Biography is now online! 

ANB Online is the premier source of information about people from all

eras who have influenced and shaped American culture. With sophisticated

search capabilities, lively and detailed articles, internal cross-references,

up-to-date bibliographies, and links to external web resources, ANB Online
represents the benchmark for online reference tools in the 21st century.

Discover the lives of thousands of well-known, infamous and important

but little-known individuals – all of whom have shaped America’s history

in some way...

From missionaries to musicians, social workers to statisticians, biographers

to baseball players and cowboys to chemists, the entries in ANB Online
combine to present a social, cultural, economic, political, military and

popular portrait of the history and character of the American nation.

A huge, online reference resource

■ With over 18,000 detailed profiles of Americans born both in and

outside the United States, the coverage offered by ANB Online is

unparalleled.

■ Profiling a wide range of people from all walks of life, ANB Online
reflects the rich diversity of American life, and is the first biographical

work of its kind to be available online.

■ From Vikings to astronauts, ANB Online covers individuals from 

pre-colonial times onwards.

■ Includes contributions from over 6,000 expert authors, and thousands

of illustrations and photographs.

■ Detailed bibliographies follow each entry.

Authoritative 

■ Published by Oxford University Press under the auspices of the

American Council of Learned Societies, ANB Online has been written

by today’s most eminent and respected contributors, from a wide range

of disciplines. 

■ The acclaimed print edition won the American Library Association’s

Dartmouth Medal for best reference of the year in 1999 and, with 

so many definitive biographies, plus excellent search capabilities, 

ANB Online has quickly become the new authority in American biography.

Regularly updated

■ Up to 100 new or revised biographies by leading historians are added

every quarter, extending the coverage of the print edition to those who

died after 1995. 

■ Quarterly updates also incorporate new factual information and new

bibliographical resources.

Wide range of search options and links 

■ ANB Online offers simple ‘quick searches’ and more advanced ‘custom

searches’ to suit a range of users – search for Lithuanian musicians

who made their name in America, female lawyers born between 1900

and 1930, and religious leaders and clergy who died between 1875

and 1880.

■ 80,000 regularly updated links make it easy for users to find key

archival, library and other external resources.
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Search in full text and by name Choose an occupation 

or area of renown

Extensive help pages

Search for an individual by place 

of birth and/or birth and death date

Quick Search

by Name

available

from every

web page

Search Results listBiography page

Click for

instant

cross-

referencing

to related

entries

More full

searches

possible

from within

Results List

page

Articles can be printed off

and e-mailed

Hot linked cross-references within the

text of an article

Choose from additional

collections

Sign up to receive the

ANB Biography of the

Day by e-mail

Search by contributor name

“This is a powerful database... designed with real human searchers in mind...”
REFERENCE BOOKS BULLETIN
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■ Use Quick Search by Name for instant

biographies at your fingertips

■ Use Custom Search

to search

– in full text

– by name

– by gender

– for articles with illustrations and online 

resources

– by occupation or area of renown

– by birth and death dates

– for bibliographic citations

– by contributor name

■ Search options to suit everyone, from casual

browsers to scholarly researchers

■ Boolean and wildcard searching

■ Instant cross-referencing to related entries in 

list form

■ Hot-linked cross-references within the text

■ A rich web of hypertext links between entries

and to external resources

■ Articles can be printed and e-mailed

■ Browse the whole database

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO THIS INVALUABLE REFERENCE TOOL FOR:

■ Desktop access to over 18,000 profiles of men and

women from all walks of American life

■ An expanding and continually updated online resource

with around 100 new biographies each quarter

■ Thousands of illustrations and photographs

■ Biographies written by 6,000 contributors – the most

ever included in such a project

AND 

■ Visit www.anb.org for full information and sign up to

receive the ANB Biography of the Day by e-mail

ANB Online is available to individuals and institutions by

annual subscription.

For further information and to sign up for a FREE 30-DAY TRIAL,

please visit our web-site at www.anb.org, or contact us:

Customers outside the USA and Canada:

Email: onlineproducts@oup.co.uk
Fax: +44 (0)1865 353308 

Customers within the USA and Canada:

Email: online@oup-usa.org
Fax: 212-726-6442

AMERICAN NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY ONLINE
w w w . a n b . o r g

“Not since putting a man on the moon has an American organisation undertaken such

an ambitious logistical project... indeed something to celebrate.” THE TIMES

Photographs courtesy of Library of Congress except Louis Armstrong, Count Basie, Denzil Best, Barney Bigard, Big Sid Catlett, Tommy Dorsey, Billy Eckstine, Ella Fitzgerald, 

Erroll Garner, Billie Holiday, Machito, Frank Sinatra, Willie "The Lion" Smith, Dicky Wells © William P. Gottlieb and used with permission. 
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