
The Oxford English Dictionary is widely acknowledged to be the most
authoritative and comprehensive dictionary of English in the world. It is also the
definitive record of English language development, tracing the evolution of more
than 600,000 words over the last 1,500 years through 2.5 million quotations from
a wide range of sources.

“The ultimate
authority on 
the English
language…” 

THE TIMES

Oxford English Dictionary Online
The last word on language...
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■ Unrivalled access to the full text of the 

20-volume Second Edition and 3 Additions series

volumes – plus over 55,000 new and revised

entries only available online

■ Definitions of over 600,000 words plus more

than 2.5 million quotations showing how words

have been used over the last 1,500 years

■ Expanded coverage of world English, and

terminology from specialist areas such as the arts,

science, medicine, history, and the social sciences

■ Etymological analysis, listings of variant

spellings, and pronunciations using the

International Phonetic Alphabet are provided

■ Date charts make it easy to see at a glance the

spread of recorded evidence of a word, and help

to show its age and development

■ Learning resources are available to help

education professionals incorporate the OED

Online into their teaching, with sample lesson

plans, exercises, quizzes, word stories, and links to

external web sites

A vast and unique resource…

DID YOU KNOW?

The first documented

use of the word

library in the English

language comes from 

a translation by 

Chaucer of a work by

Boethius, dated to

around 1374.

■ Quarterly updates comprise at least 2,500 new

and revised words

■ The Oxford English Dictionary is also available as a

20-volume print set and on CD-ROM
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"OED Online is an absolutely essential tool, heavily and widely used across the
university." PATRICIA KILLIARD, Head of Electronic Services and Systems, Cambridge University

Explore the English language as never before possible…

“An essential acquisition for all libraries. The range of possibilities and enhanced
value over the print is astonishing.” LIBRARY JOURNAL

■ Quick search by word or phrase from every

web page

■ Advanced search options open up wide research

avenues – perform case sensitive and Boolean

searching, or search for a particular part of speech

■ Search for words originating from another

language, and/or during a particular period – for

example, how many words came into English from

Urdu during the 1970s?

■ Search for first cited authors and works – for

example, how many words were first recorded in

the works of Shakespeare?

■ Use wildcards if you are unsure of a spelling or

want to search for words with particular

characteristics

■ Browse the Dictionary using alphabetical entry

lists, and take advantage of extensive internal

cross-referencing links

■ Entries can be bookmarked for later use,

printed, and emailed to colleagues and friends

Subscriber services include...

■ Extensive online help and excellent customer

and technical support

■ Detailed usage statistics allow you to track how

often your users are accessing the Oxford English

Dictionary Online

How to subscribe

The Oxford English Dictionary Online is available by subscription to

institutions and individuals worldwide.  

■ Institutions: Subscription prices are based on the size and

type of institution. Please contact us for a price quotation 

(see right for details)

■ Individuals: To subscribe online and gain instant access, go to

www.oxfordonline.com/subscribe

Free trials

Free trials of all our online products are available to institutions.

Librarians and central resource coordinators can register for a

trial at www.oxfordonline.com/freetrials

Join our email alert list!

Keep up to date with the latest information about the Oxford English

Dictionary Online, including new content and functionality updates, by

joining our mailing list at www.oxfordonline.com/listserv

How to contact us

For further information about all Oxford Online products, and to

request institutional free trials and price quotations, please contact us:
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Customers outside 

North and South America

E: onlineproducts@oup.com

T: +44 (0)1865 353705

F: +44 (0)1865 353308

Customers in 

North and South America

E: oxfordonline@oup.com 

T: 1 800 624 0153

F: 1 919 677 8877

DID YOU KNOW?

The original meaning 

of the word nice

was a foolish or 

silly person...

Oxford University Press offers

a wide range of acclaimed

online resources across many

subject areas. To view a full

list of products, visit

www.oxfordonline.com
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