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The new Key Stage 3: From the 
national curriculum to our curriculum
Traditionally, geography schemes  
of work have been organised around 
places and themes. This has often led 
to students being exposed to a lot of 
content, with less emphasis placed 
on exploring its relevance. Linkages 
between this accumulation of knowledge 
have not always been investigated to 
their full extent, producing a curriculum 
that has sometimes lacked challenge or 
coherence for the learners.

The new geography curriculum offers the 
chance to reinvigorate and re-energise 
the subject. There is now less prescribed 
content, but an increased focus on 
some key ideas and skills that underpin 
the subject. This gives students the 
opportunity to ‘dig deeper’ into some 
parts of the curriculum or ‘linger longer’ 
when their understanding perhaps remains 
incomplete. It is vital to understand that 
the revised Programme of Study is not 
‘content-free’, but is intended to offer 
geography teachers greater flexibility and 
allow the development of a more ‘local’ 
curriculum within a national framework.  

One major change is the more explicit 
reference to some key geographical 
concepts:
•	 place
•	 space
•	 scale
•	 interdependence
•	 physical and human processes
•	 environmental interaction and 

sustainable development
•	 cultural understanding and diversity.

These are not designed to be taught 
directly or separately, but they should 
underpin learning and permeate teaching 
at KS3. Fieldwork and enquiry feature 
heavily in the new curriculum, together  
with graphicacy and GIS.

The Programme of Study is a framework for 
planning, not a whole curriculum in itself. 
The importance statement has been re-
written and is a powerful starting point 

for the review of the existing curriculum 
and for planning future changes. Teachers 
should not be afraid to use this statement 
to develop some aims for geography, 
personalised for their own schools.  

It is then important to discuss what places, 
themes, and issues students should study. 
You will need to make decisions about:

•	 What to keep?
•	 What to change?
•	 What to remove?
•	 What to add in?

Much of what is currently taught could be 
retained, but it is likely that all schools will 
need to make changes to their current KS3 
provision. Indeed, evidence of the positive 
impact of curriculum-making on students in 
a school is likely to be well received.

The opportunity is there for you to 
‘localise’ the curriculum, exploring issues 
or themes that are of direct relevance 
to the students in your school. It is an 
opportunity to build upon the students’ 
own experience – their personal 
geographies – to stimulate their interest 
in events at a variety of scales and to 
inspire them. Ultimately a curriculum can 
be developed that is statutory, ‘local’, and 
most importantly enjoyable and engaging 
for the learners.

The new KS3 curriculum, being phased 
in from September this year, has three 
broad aims. These are designed to 
enable all young people to become:

•	 successful learners who enjoy learning, 
make progress, and achieve

•	 confident individuals who are able to 
live safe, healthy, and fulfilling lives

•	 responsible citizens who make a 
positive contribution to society.

Justin Woolliscroft, until recently Head of 
Geography in a Staffordshire High School
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Hello! Welcome to the spring term 
geog. newsletter. We are delighted 
to announce that the third edition 
of the geog.1 is now published in 
order to give you plenty of time 
to prepare for the new curriculum. 
But don’t worry; if you want to 
continue using the second edition, 
it is remaining in print for the 
foreseeable future.

Best wishes 
The geography team
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The geog.123 OxBox is your electronic ‘one-stop shop’ loaded with lesson  
planning tools, classroom resources and assessment material.

For each year, there is a resources and planning OxBox CD-ROM and an  
assessment file OxBox CD-ROM. These can easily be integrated onto your  
network or VLE and allow you to have it all in one place to save you both  
time and money. Much of the content is fully customizable so you can  
personalise teaching and learning and it’s so flexible you can even add  
your own resources!

To view an online demo, log onto www.OxfordSecondary.co.uk/geography. 
Alternatively, request to view the full product on 30 days’ free approval  
using the order form below.
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Choose your method of payment
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  Please invoice my school/college           I quote my requisition number 

....................................................................................................................
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with an invoice. NB. When using this order form, we ask you NOT to submit your official requisition 
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Payment by cheque
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Cheques should be crossed, made payable to Oxford University Press, and enclosed with this order form.

Payment by credit card
We are pleased to accept all major credit cards. 
(Private individuals wishing to pay by credit card should call +44 (0) 1536 741727 with their details.)
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Subtotal
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Grand total
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Tick here to evaluate free for 30 days

Title	 ISBN	 Price	 I/A	 Qty	 Total £  
geog.123
geog.1 third edition evaluation pack  	 978 019 913505 9	 £35.00
geog.2 third edition evaluation pack  	 978 019 913512 7	 £35.00  
autumn 2008
geog.3 third edition evaluation pack  	 978 019 913513 4	 £35.00   
spring 2009	  
geog.1 students’ book	 978 019 913493 9	 £12.00
geog.1 teacher’s handbook	 978 019 913499 1	 £25.00
geog.1 workbook	 978 019 913502 8	 £3.50	
geog.1 pack of 10 workbooks	 978 019 913509 7	 £30.00
geog.1 assessment file & OxBox 	 978 019 913496 0	 £150.00 + VAT 
CD-ROM
geog.1 resources & planning	 978 019 913506 6	 £250.00 + VAT   
 OxBox CD-ROM
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	 I would like a copy of the Secondary Geography Catalogue.

* Postage and Packing: Delivery is FREE to UK schools and  
colleges. Overseas schools customers should add 10% for  
postage and packing on orders up to £1,000 (minimum 
charge £4.25). For orders in excess of £1,000 please contact 
us for details. Private individuals should add postage and 
packing at the following rates: UK: £3.00; Europe: £6.00;  
Rest of World: £9.00. (All these charges include VAT.)

# VAT: UK customers (including the Isle of Man but not the 
Channel Islands) should add VAT at standard rate on non-
book items (eg: cassettes, videos, CD-ROMs, PVC Jackets). 
Customers elsewhere in the European Union should  
provide their VAT number __________________ and no  
VAT will be charged.

Prices are valid until 31st DECEMBER 2008. Prices are 
correct at time of going to press, all prices and dates for 
unpublished titles are approximate. All prices subject to 
change without notice.

This paper is recyclable and made from wood grown in sustainable forests.
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Discounts for school customers
10% discount on orders of £350+
12.5% discount on orders of £750+
15% discount on orders of £1,000+
17.5% discount on orders of £2,000+
20% discount on orders of £2,500+

Free delivery to UK schools
Items in stock will be delivered free to 
UK schools/colleges within one week.

Discounts cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer.

Your vouchers for the spring and summer term
Your budget is bound to be tight this year – especially with the new KS3 and A Level curriculum being 
introduced this September and the new GCSE in 2009. Therefore, we’d like to help you out with some 
vouchers over the next few months. These offers are valid at all different times, so why not pin them up 
and use them when you need to?

33.3% off geog.1 students’ 
books when you buy 30  
copies or more
To claim this offer, tear the  
voucher out and attach it  
to your order.

Offer only valid  
between 10th March  
and 31st March 2008.

K36219

FREE goodie bag at the 
GA conference at the 
University of Surrey from 
27th – 29th March 2008
To claim your goodie bag, simply take  
this voucher to stand no. 77 & 78.

Offer only valid from 27th – 29th  
March 2008

K36220

Buy one, get one FREE on 
the Oxford School Atlas new 
edition paperback, when you 
order 10 copies or more
To claim this offer, tear out this  
voucher and attach it to your order.

Offer only valid from 1st May  
and 31st May 2008.

K36222

FREE £10 M&S voucher  
when you spend £1,000 or 
more on geog.123 third  
edition resources
To claim this offer, tear this voucher out and attach  
it to you order.

Offer only valid between 1st April and 30th April 2008.

K36221

£50 off when you spend 
£500 or more on geog.GCSE 
resources
To claim this offer, tear the voucher  
out and attach it to you order.

Offer only valid between 1st June  
and 30th June 2008.

K36223

FREE geog.2 evaluation 
pack when your order the 
geog.1 OxBox CD-ROM
To claim this offer, tear the voucher out and attach  
it to you order.

Offer only valid between 1st July and 31st July 2008  
and applies to either the resources and planning OxBox 
CD-ROM, or the assessment file OxBox CD-ROM. 

K36224
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What’s new about the third edition?

What would you like to see in geog.3?

Is there a particular case study or topic you would like to see in the third edition of geog.3?  
Then drop us an email – we always welcome new ideas and suggestions. 
Email your suggestions to shelly.phillips@oup.com.

The third edition of geog.1 covers the recent 2007 summer floods and includes 
a case study on the floods in Tewkesbury. Below is an extract from this.

Case study update

What’s new in geog.1? 
1.	 It’s geography now introduces the Earth as our 

planet, showing how it is being changed by natural 
forces and human activities and how we all have a 
place on it. It introduces the kinds of topics students 
will study in geography – and how looking around 
and asking questions will make them good at 
geography.

2. 	 Making and mapping connections has a new 
spread looking at mental maps – which we think will 
help to make maps easier and more accessible for 
students; we then build up to maps drawn to scale 
and with grid lines.

3. 	 Settlement now concentrates on the fascinating 
story of Aylesbury, and finishes by looking at how 
15,000 new homes are planned for the town and the 
prospects for the sustainable development of the 
town.

4. 	 Exploring Britain has a new spread looking at how 
the UK is linked to other countries. 

5. 	 Rivers has a new spread about how we use and 
harm rivers.

6. 	 Floods now focuses on the summer floods of 2007, 
with Tewkesbury as the case study.

7. 	 Sport has kept the best bits of football – with a new 
case study about Liverpool FC’s new ground – and 
now includes the London 2012 Olympics.

8. 	 Our restless planet has two new case studies: the 
Kashmir earthquake of 2005 and the Boxing Day 
tsunami.

Some holiday!
Ellen lives in Tewkesbury. This is how her summer holiday started, in July 2007.

TewkEsbury under water

What’s new in geog.2 and geog.3?
In geog.2, we’re planning a chapter bringing together 
the threats to our planet, plus chapters on Global 
warming and Our capital city: London.

In geog.3, we’re thinking of doing two new country case 
studies – The USA and China.

What else?
Looking at the activities, we have tried to make sure 
that students working at the lower levels are eased in, 
but that there’s also stretch and challenge. We have 
also included activities that promote enquiry, encourage 
critical evaluation, and provide skills practice.

The revised curriculum is as much about assessment  
as content. We now provide a dedicated assessment  
file with an OxBox CD-ROM. We are very pleased  
that the new OxBox software includes electronic 
formative and summative assessments completed  
on-screen with feedback.

The resources and planning  
OxBox CD-ROM contains  
videos, PowerPoint presentations,  
all the photos and diagrams from  
the students’ book, interactive  
activities, and lesson planning,  
as well as worksheets and  
enquiries.

geog.123 author team

The revised Key Stage 3 Programme of Study demands relevance and topicality. So, when we came 
to write the third edition of geog.1, we wanted to provide some new and exciting content. We’ll do 
the same for geog.2 and geog.3. This will give you choice and flexibility, and will help you put in 
place a course that will suit and engage your students.
Each students’ book is now 12 pages longer. All facts and figures, examples and case studies have 
been updated. Where appropriate, new case studies have replaced old ones.

What if…
…we could build houses wherever we wanted?

…a new disease wiped out all the humans?

…Britain was still joined to France?

…London had lost the bid to host the Olympics?

New feature in geog.123
The third edition of geog.123 is packed 
full of What if.. questions and scenarios. 
These are great for creating lively 
discussion and getting your students 
engaged in the topics. We’ve picked 
out some of our favourites here.

Please send your orders with the vouchers to:
Oxford University Press, Geography Marketing Team, Educational Division, Great Clarendon Street,  
FREEPOST OF88, Oxford, OX2 6BR

1.	 This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer and is non transferable.
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overleaf and will not be accepted at any other time.

3.	P hotocopies of this voucher will not be accepted.
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2.	 This voucher is only valid from the dates shown 
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3.	P hotocopies of this voucher will not be accepted.

1.	 This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer and is non transferable.

2.	 This voucher is only valid from the dates shown 
overleaf and will not be accepted at any other time.

3.	P hotocopies of this voucher will not be accepted.

1.	 This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer and is non transferable.

2.	 This voucher is only valid from the dates shown 
overleaf and will not be accepted at any other time.

3.	P hotocopies of this voucher will not be accepted.

1.	 This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer and is non transferable.

2.	 This voucher is only valid from the dates shown 
overleaf and will not be accepted at any other time.

3.	P hotocopies of this voucher will not be accepted.

1.	 This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer and is non transferable.

2.	 This voucher is only valid from the dates shown 
overleaf and will not be accepted at any other time.

3.	P hotocopies of this voucher will not be accepted.

Please turn over for your vouchers for the spring and summer term
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The new Key Stage 3: From the 
national curriculum to our curriculum
Traditionally, geography schemes  
of work have been organised around 
places and themes. This has often led 
to students being exposed to a lot of 
content, with less emphasis placed 
on exploring its relevance. Linkages 
between this accumulation of knowledge 
have not always been investigated to 
their full extent, producing a curriculum 
that has sometimes lacked challenge or 
coherence for the learners.

The new geography curriculum offers the 
chance to reinvigorate and re-energise 
the subject. There is now less prescribed 
content, but an increased focus on 
some key ideas and skills that underpin 
the subject. This gives students the 
opportunity to ‘dig deeper’ into some 
parts of the curriculum or ‘linger longer’ 
when their understanding perhaps remains 
incomplete. It is vital to understand that 
the revised Programme of Study is not 
‘content-free’, but is intended to offer 
geography teachers greater flexibility and 
allow the development of a more ‘local’ 
curriculum within a national framework.  

One major change is the more explicit 
reference to some key geographical 
concepts:
•	 place
•	 space
•	 scale
•	 interdependence
•	 physical and human processes
•	 environmental interaction and 

sustainable development
•	 cultural understanding and diversity.

These are not designed to be taught 
directly or separately, but they should 
underpin learning and permeate teaching 
at KS3. Fieldwork and enquiry feature 
heavily in the new curriculum, together  
with graphicacy and GIS.

The Programme of Study is a framework for 
planning, not a whole curriculum in itself. 
The importance statement has been re-
written and is a powerful starting point 

for the review of the existing curriculum 
and for planning future changes. Teachers 
should not be afraid to use this statement 
to develop some aims for geography, 
personalised for their own schools.  

It is then important to discuss what places, 
themes, and issues students should study. 
You will need to make decisions about:

•	 What to keep?
•	 What to change?
•	 What to remove?
•	 What to add in?

Much of what is currently taught could be 
retained, but it is likely that all schools will 
need to make changes to their current KS3 
provision. Indeed, evidence of the positive 
impact of curriculum-making on students in 
a school is likely to be well received.

The opportunity is there for you to 
‘localise’ the curriculum, exploring issues 
or themes that are of direct relevance 
to the students in your school. It is an 
opportunity to build upon the students’ 
own experience – their personal 
geographies – to stimulate their interest 
in events at a variety of scales and to 
inspire them. Ultimately a curriculum can 
be developed that is statutory, ‘local’, and 
most importantly enjoyable and engaging 
for the learners.

The new KS3 curriculum, being phased 
in from September this year, has three 
broad aims. These are designed to 
enable all young people to become:

•	 successful learners who enjoy learning, 
make progress, and achieve

•	 confident individuals who are able to 
live safe, healthy, and fulfilling lives

•	 responsible citizens who make a 
positive contribution to society.

Justin Woolliscroft, until recently Head of 
Geography in a Staffordshire High School
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