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£5.99   May 2009

Alison Allen-Gray
Lifegame
Age 11+

Fella and Grebe have grown up on the Island, believing that the world beyond its shores is 
toxic and that the Islanders are the lucky survivors of a cataclysmic disaster. And then Fella,  
an orphan, discovers a diary, hidden fifteen years ago by someone who seemingly came from 
the Outside.

When, after a gripping chase, the friends manage to get to the Outside themselves, what they 
discover is terrifying. It forces them to understand the appalling truth about where they have 
come from, and why they were there.  

‘shocking, thought provoking and, in spite of it being set in a future time, painfully real and threatening 
today. I couldn’t put it down.’   Wendy Cooling

Unique
Winner of the Stockport School’s Book Award and shortlisted for the Booktrust  
Teenage Fiction Prize, the Branford Boase Award, and five regional awards.
Age 11+

Dominic has always been a disappointment to his ambitious father, but he has  
never understood why. Then he discovers that he had an older brother who died before he was 
born. Where his brother was a brilliant academic and scientist, Dominic prefers to ‘waste’ his 
time painting. His father cannot forgive him for it.

Dominic decides to try to find out about his brother, but what he discovers is mind-blowing.  
If the truth is ever made public, it could put people’s lives in danger—especially his own.

‘genuinely enthralling.’   Guardian

‘exciting, heartening, intelligent, and all too topical.’   Books for Keeps
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Ian Beck
Tom Trueheart and the Land of Dark Stories
Age 7+

The Trueheart house is busy and bustling—because today is a special day. Tom’s older brothers 
are getting married and preparing to live happily ever after. 

But then an unexpected wedding guest arrives. Someone who has decided that there will be 
no more Happy Endings. Tom’s brothers and their brides are whisked off to the Land of Dark 
Stories, as prisoners of their old enemy Brother Ormestone. And Tom himself is put under a  
terrible enchantment . . .

It is up to Tom to try to save the others, and to bring back Happy Endings. But how can he 
defeat the storybook monsters now that he is only the size of a thumb?

‘a delightful book.’   Marcus Sedgwick, Literary Review on The Secret History of Tom Trueheart, Boy Adventurer

J.C. Bemis
The Mystifying Medicine Show 
Age 9+

Roll-up! Roll-up! For the greatest adventure on earth! Enjoy a veritable tabernacle of tachycardial 
talent! An intoxicating chase across the US frontier! A cast of characters as remarkable and inspiring 
as a blind sharpshooter hitting a bulls-eye in a Wild West rodeo!

Orphan Ray has been separated from his sister. The only clue to finding her is a lodestone,  
left to him by his father before he vanished. The lodestone tugs Ray towards a train bursting 
with astounding characters. Soon Ray is hurtling across the Wild West, joining in as they 
perform their enthralling medicine show. But something dark is following the train.  
Something that wants to steal people’s souls. How long before Ray realizes it? And can he  
do anything to stop it? 

Book One in a tremendous trilogy by a new American writer.  

New

New in paperback

New

Watch the Tom Trueheart trailers at www.tomtrueheart.com
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