
plaintiff NOUN  plaintiffs  the person who brings 
a complaint against somebody else to a 
lawcourt COMPARE defendant

plaintive ADJECTIVE  sounding sad I a plaintive cry

plait ( plat) VERB  plaits, plaiting, plaited  weave 
three or more strands of hair or rope to form 
one length

plait NOUN  plaits  a length of hair or rope that has 
been plaited

plan NOUN  plans   1 a way of doing something 
thought out in advance  2 a drawing showing 
the arrangement of parts of something  3 a 
map of a town or district 

plan VERB  plans, planning, planned  make a 
plan for something
s planner NOUN 

plane 1
 NOUN  planes   1 an aeroplane  2 a tool for 

making wood smooth by scraping its surface  
3 a flat or level surface 

plane VERB  planes, planing, planed  smooth 
wood with a plane

plane ADJECTIVE  flat or level I a plane surface 
USAGE Do not confuse with plain.

plane 2
 NOUN  planes  a tall tree with broad leaves

planet NOUN  planets  one of the bodies that 
move in an orbit round the sun. The main 
planets are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto
s planetary ADJECTIVE 

plan NOUN   1 (informal) a plan of the building 

i chart, diagram, map, layout, blueprint, 
representation  2 a clever plan for raising money 

i scheme, idea, proposal, project, 
programme, strategy, suggestion, proposition 

plan VERB   1 She began planning tomorrow’s 
journey. i organize, arrange, work out, think 
out, prepare  2 some tips for anyone planning a 
new garden i design, devise, contrive, sketch 
out  3 We plan to go abroad this year. i intend, 
propose, aim, mean, envisage, contemplate, 
be thinking of USAGE If you use any of the last 
three synonyms, you need to say going instead 
of to go, e.g. We envisage going abroad this year. 

plane NOUN   1 The plane rose gently in the air. 
i aeroplane, aircraft, jet, airliner, craft  2 The 
thought that came to her now was on a more 
creative plane. i level, stage, degree, position 

planet NOUN  the population of the planet 
i globe, world, orb
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