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DDeerriivvaattiivveess

A derivative is a word that comes from another word, usually with some

slight change to its spelling or pronunciation. For example ccoonnjjuurroorr is a

derivative of ccoonnjjuurree.
conjure verb (conjures, conjuring, conjured)

perform tricks that look like magic. conjuror noun

11 What is a ccoonnjjuurroorr? .....................................................................................

22 Look up rreeppoorrtt verb and rreeppoorrtteerr noun.

What does a rreeppoorrtteerr do? ............................................................................

33 What do you call someone who does each of the following? Write your

answers on a separate sheet.

ccyycclleess iinnvveennttss ggrruummbblleess ccoommppeetteess            ccoorrrreessppoonnddss

rreepprreesseennttss aapppplliieess  ((ffoorr  aa  jjoobb)) eenntteerrss  ((aa  rraaccee))

44 Tomorrow is expected to start [ffoogg].

The headword ffoogg does not fit the sentence above, but one of its

derivatives does.

Which one?

55 Which derivative of the word in brackets is needed to correct each of the

following sentences? (Use the dictionary to help you find the correct word

and spelling.)

The weather did not spoil the [mmaaggnniifificceenntt] of the occasion. ......................

That is [ttoottaall] the wrong [eexxppllaaiinn]. ............................... ...............................

The expedition came [ppeerriilloouuss] close to disaster. ........................................

The event was of great [hhiissttoorryy] [iimmppoorrttaanntt]. ...................... ......................

There has been a sharp [iinntteennssiiffyy] of [hhoossttiillee]. .................... ....................

New members have to attend an [iinniittiiaattee] ceremony. .................................


