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Duffinitions
1 What is the correct definition of the following word?

Is it:
❑ a noun meaning a huge number of people or things?
❑ a noun meaning a shiny metal that reflects light?
❑ a verb meaning show surprise or amazement?

Two of the choices are completely wrong; they are ‘duffinitions’. Tick the one you think is
the correct definition. Then use the dictionary to see if you were right.

2 Try the same with these:

oration ❑ a piece of religious music
❑ a long formal speech 
❑ a contest between two old enemies

halcyon ❑ happy and peaceful (from the Greek name for a bird that nested on a
magically calm sea)

❑ ill or tired (from a French word meaning old)
❑ a heavy kind of hammer

pecuniary ❑ to do with buildings and architecture 
❑ to do with schools and education 
❑ to do with money

myriad (say mi- ri- ad) noun 
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