
National Curriculum Levels  
England: 
Approximate NC 
level for reading if 
decoding well and 
understanding texts  

Scotland: 
5–14 
Programme 
level  

Scotland: 
Curriculum 
for Excellence

Wales: 
National 
Curriculum  

Northern 
Ireland: 
Northern 
Ireland 
Curriculum  

Fresh Start 
Modules 
completed  

Speed Sounds known 
effortlessly and blending 

1c–1b A Early Level 1 Level 1 Introductory Set 1 
1b–1a A Early Level 1 Level 1 1–3 Set 1  
1a–2b 
 

A Early Level 1/2 Level 1/2 4–13 Sets 1 + 2  

2b–3b A/B Early/First Level 2/3 Level 2/3 14–20 Sets 1, 2 + 3 
(oi, a-e, ea, i-e, ie, o-e, u-e, 
ue, aw, au) 

3b–4c/b B/C/D First/ Second Level 3/4 Level 3/4 21–33 Sets 1, 2 + 3 
(are, ur, er, ow, ai, aigh, 
eigh, o-e, oa, u-e, ue, ew 
plus endings: 
-le, -il, -al, -ent, 
-ence, -ant, -ance, -ture,   
-ure, -our, -or, -ous, ious,  
-cious, -tious, -able, -ably, 
-ible, -ibly, -tion, -sion,  
-ssion) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




