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Year 7
RE ections 1 Student Book  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008212 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.99

RE ections 1 CD-ROM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008256 9  . . . . . . . .£67.50+VAT

Year 8
RE ections 2 Student Book  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008213 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.99

RE ections 2 CD-ROM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008257 6 . . . . . . . .£67.50+VAT

Year 9
RE ections 3 Student Book  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008214 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.99

RE ections 3 CD-ROM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008216 3 . . . . . . . .£67.50+VAT

A thematic approach that’s  
accessible to all

Tasks are imaginative, varied 
and inclusive. The presentation 
of these books is stunning!
Janet Dyson, RE Consultant

I won’t forgive him. 
He killed my Kylie. He was 

totally drunk when he got in that car. 
She was only 15. She had her whole life 

in front of her. I bet he only does three years 
inside. Then he’ll come out and get on with his 

life. None of us can ever do that.

But when he comes out, I’ll be waiting for 
him. Doesn’t matter how long it takes, 
I’ll track him down and I’ll kill him. 

I’ve got to do it for Kylie’s 
sake.

4.2
4.3

4.4
4.5

4.1

Book 1 – Religion, People and Issues

With a good level of challenge for students of  
all abilities, RE ections makes RE a personal and relevant 
subject to all students. 

  Help students consider their own views and opinions by 
encouraging discussion and debate 

  The main religion referred to is Christianity, with references 
to a wide range of other faith and belief systems

  Clear and deliverable links to the National Framework for RE

  Opportunities for AT1 (Learning about Religion) and AT2 
(Learning from Religion) assessment objectives

The CD-ROMs contain customizable worksheets, whiteboard 
material, and quizzes for starter, plenary and homework ideas.

Book 1 – Religion, 
People and Issues 
(11-12)

  Looking for answers to dif cult questions – 
What’s going on?

  Life after death – Whatever next?

  Communicating by prayer – How do you get 
in touch?

  Forgiveness and retribution – What  
do we mean by forgiveness?

  Rituals and routines – Are patterns any help?

  Sacred texts – Do you want that in writing?

Book 2 – Leaders, 
Rules and Equality 
(12-13)

  Care of the environment – What on Earth?

  Concern for others – Who cares?

  Peace and con ict – Worth ghting for?

  Discrimination and prejudice – Why does 
equality matter?

  Inspirational people – What makes a hero?

  Authority and rules – Is it a free for all?

Book 3 – Ultimate 
Questions and 
Answers (13-14)

  Wicked! – Is there such a thing as good and 
bad and what is worth striving for?

  Humans are special – The value of human 
life and the right of doctors to intervene

  Is there anybody out there? – The reasons 
for belief and disbelief in God

  Miraculous! (Or is it?) – Supernatural claims

  Science rules OK! – Are science and religion 
sworn enemies?

  Someone special? – The life of Jesus and its 
implications
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Author Ina Taylor is an experienced teacher 
and examiner, ensuring these blended 
resources are perfect for classroom needs.

About the author
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Thematic Approach
Book A: Religions in the World  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 914823 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£14.50

Book 1: Some Hard Questions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 914805 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£14.50

Book 2: What Difference Does Religion Make? . . 978 019 914824 0  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£14.50

Book 3: What is Our Response? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 914825 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . .£14.50

Original Series – Faith-based approach
Buddhism for Today . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 917241 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £11.99

Christianity for Today . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 917240 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £11.99

Hinduism for Today . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 917254 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £11.99

Islam for Today  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 917253 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £11.99

Jesus for Today. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 917239 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £11.99

Judaism for Today . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 917252 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £11.99

Sikhism for Today . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 019 917255 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £11.99

Some hard questions to get  
your students thinking

This popular course promotes student interaction and discussion 
using well-chosen images, whilst also encouraging the development of 
literacy skills. The series responds to the ‘issues-based’ approach 
recommended by the KS3 Scheme of Work. It explores religious 
questions, meanings, and interactions in a thematic way, covering the 
real concerns of today’s world.

R E L I G I O N  F O R  T O D A Y

Some Hard Questions Student Book 1

Thought-provoking questions encourage student discussion Particularly effective at challenging more able students
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Photocopiable activity sheets for students with 
lower literacy levels 
These popular photocopiable activity sheets combine simple  
text with a more mature format for students with lower literacy levels.

Titles with CD-ROMs contain all the activity, resource and assessment 
sheets in an editable format, which enables you to customize them to 
suit both your needs and the abilities of your students.

Instant copiable lessons

Citizenship – contents and ordering details

  Christian beliefs

  Impact of Jesus’  
teachings

  Worship

  Rites of passage

  Easter

  Modern Christianity  
in action

  Rules and laws

   Justice

   Leadership

  Right and wrong

  Suffering

Ethics and  
Moral Issues  
978 184 303886 3 
£28.99

Religious Education – contents and ordering details

  Jewish beliefs

  Worship

   Jewish leaders

  The Torah

  Festivals

   Rites of passage

  Introducing Islam

  Shahadah

  Salah

   Zakah

  Ramadan

  Hajj

  Life of Muhammad

  Rites of passage

Islam
978 184 303885 6 
£28.99

Judaism
978 184 303884 9 
£28.99

Christianity
978 184 303883 2 
£28.99

  People and the local 
environment

  Energy and the 
environment

  World trade - a global 
issue

  The Amazon Rainforest

  Global climate

   About my school

  Schools in other countries

   Protection from disease

   Animal diseases

  Crime and the causes  
of crime

  Juvenile crime

   Crime and violence

  How do we deal with 
con ict?

  Forgiveness

   Crime in my 
neighbourhood

  Crime awareness

   Newspapers and the 
media

  Citizenship in school

  The local community

   Human rights

  A diverse society

   A multicultural society

   Leisure and sports

   Human Rights Day

Citizenship 
and You 
978 185 008202 6 
£39.99

  Parliament 

  Who could vote?

 Voting and elections 

 Struggle for the vote

  How government works 

 Making decisions

  Local council 

 Protecting animals

 How the council works

Crime and 
Society
 978 185 008204 0 
£39.99

Your 
Environment
 978 185 008205 7 
£39.99

Government  
and  
Democracy
978 185 008203 3 
£39.99

Citizenship & PSHE Specials! 
come with CD-ROMs

RE Ethics and Moral Issues Activity Sheet
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21st Century Citizenship & PSHE
Student Books 

Book 1 (11-12)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 184 303842 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.99

Book 2 (12-13)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 184 303844 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.99

Book 3 (13-14) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 184 303846 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.99

CD-ROM 

CD-ROM (11-14)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 184 303976 1 . . . . . . £225.00+VAT 

Teacher Guides   

Book 1 (11-12) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 184 303843 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . .£35.00

Book 2 (12-13) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 184 303845 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . .£35.00

Book 3 (13-14) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 184 303847 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . .£35.00

Citizenship & PSHE Original Edition still available while stocks last  

For ordering details please visit www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/citizenshipandpshe

PSHE – contents and ordering details

   Your working life
   Skills you need
   What is a business?
   What price?
   Grabbing your chances
   Public, private or charity?
   Voluntary work
   Being your own boss
   Enterprise

Careers and  
Economic 
Understanding 
978 185 008381 8 
£39.99

Everything you need to successfully deliver  
the Programme of Study for Citizenship and 
Guidelines for PSHE

  Updated data, style and design

  Fresh artwork and contemporary images

  Linked whiteboard materials for topics on the accompanying 21st Century Citizenship & 
PSHE CD-ROM, containing topic-driven dilemmas, activities, worksheets and quizzes

Includes sections on what it means to be part of the UK, learning to respect differences in 
today’s society, and active citizenship.

An accompanying  
CD-ROM for the whole 
course is available, 
adding an interactive 
whiteboard element 
for effective starters 
and plenaries.

   What do we mean by diversity?
   How the UK was made
   A multicultural, multi-faith society
   The UK in Europe
   Immigration issues 
   Personal identity
   Personal and family values

Diversity and 
Values 
978 185 008376 4 
£39.99

   Drugs in the 21st century 
   Problems with alcohol
   Binge drinking
   Up in smoke
   Why do young people smoke?
   Class A, B or C?
   Drugs and crime
   Drugs and driving
   Parents against drugs

Drugs  
978 185 008379 5 
£39.99

   Keeping t: what does it mean?
   How t am I?
   Action plan for a healthy me!
   Healthy eating: what does it mean?
   Do I eat healthily?
   Keeping safe 
   Safe sex
    A safer lifestyle: avoiding illegal drugs
   Beating stress

Healthy 
Lifestyles  
978 185 008377 1 
£39.99

   The family
   Parenting stories
   Teenage parents 
   Siblings
   Bullying
   Con ict in relationships
   Saying ‘No!’ in relationships
   Sexual identity
   Friends

Relationships 
978 185 008378 8 
£39.99

   My money
   What am I worth?
   Savings
   Money in the bank
   How banks work
   Plastic money
   Borrowing money
   The ethical consumer
   Is it worth it?

Personal Finance
978 185 008380 1 
£39.99

Also available...
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RE Teacher File & CD-ROM

Section 4   Discrimination  Resource sheet 

40 Thinking Through RE: 21st Century Faiths, Beliefs and Moral Issues © Folens 2007

What do world faiths teach 
about discrimination?

Buddhism:

We are all equal.

We must have love for others.

 We must try to stop the suffering which people 

experience.

 We must practise Right Action which means acting 

in a proper and loving way towards everyone.

The human race is one.

 We must always try to understand the points 

of view of others.

Christianity:

God created us all equal.

‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

We all belong to one family, the family of God.

 ‘We must learn to live together as brothers 

and sisters or we will die together as fools.’

Jesus treated everyone he met as equals.

The Kingdom of God knows no discrimination – it is 

for everyone.

Sikhism:

God has no colour, form or sex.

‘Know people by the light which shines from them.’

God created all life and sees no difference in anyone.

‘We are all made of one clay.’

God is accessible to everyone.

‘God is one, humanity is one.’

All the material is supplied in a customizable format on the CD-ROM, together with the 
images, quotes, and sources from the file to allow whiteboard flexibility.

Blank order form page 16, full order form www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/orderformp gg yy

21st Century Beliefs, Faiths and Individuals  . . . . . 978 185 008208 8   . . . . . . . . . . . £68.99

21st Century Beliefs, Faiths and Moral Issues   . . 978 185 008209 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . £68.99

Thinking Through Citizenship  
Teacher File & CD-ROM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008210 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . £68.99

These Teacher Resource Files present topics in short sections, which can 
represent one or more lessons’ worth of material. Each le incorporates 
teacher notes, tried and tested lesson ideas with a strong emphasis on 
delivering thinking skills, and strategies for active learning.

  Ready-to-go materials that can be integrated into  
existing schemes of work

  Easy-to-use photocopiable pages

  Practical lesson ideas

  Clear guidance and teacher notes to explain the rationale, background 
learning, objectives, and follow-up work for each lesson

  National Curriculum and learning styles reference grids

Ready-made, photocopiable  
RE & Citizenship lessons 

Citizenship Teacher File & CD-ROM

can 

on

und

Ordering 

Thinking Through 
RE & Citizenship
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Citizenship Through PSHE (11-16)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008441 9 . . . . . . £39.99

Citizenship Through History for KS3 (11-14)  . . . . . . . 978 185 008444 0 . . . . . . £39.99

Citizenship Through Religious Education (11-16)  . . 978 185 008443 3 . . . . . . £39.99

Citizenship Through Geography for KS3 (11-14)  . . . 978 185 008445 7 . . . . . . £39.99

Citizenship Through English (11-16)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008446 4  . . . . . . £39.99

Citizenship Through ICT (11-16) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008448 8 . . . . . . £39.99

Citizenship Through Informed and 
Responsible Action (11-16) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008447 1 . . . . . . £39.99

Citizenship Through Work-related 
Learning and Enterprise (11-16)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008442 6 . . . . . . £39.99 

Ordering 

Creative Thinkers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008450 1 . . . . . . . . £39.99

Effective Participators  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008454 9 . . . . . . . . £39.99

Re ective Learners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008451 8 . . . . . . . . £39.99

Independent Enquirers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008449 5 . . . . . . . . £39.99

Team Workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008452 5 . . . . . . . . £39.99

Self-Managers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008453 2 . . . . . . . . £39.99

Citizenship Through History and 
Geography are suitable for 11-14.  
All other titles are 11-16. 
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Fresh ideas for developing PLTS 
through PSHE at KS3 and KS4

Innovative resources for teaching 
Citizenship through other subjects

This exciting and original series presents ideas for teaching Citizenship 
within the context of other subjects.

  Detailed lesson plans and resources give you the confidence to 
teach Citizenship during timetabled subject lesson time, without 
blurring the boundaries between subjects

  Each book and customizable CD-ROM contains ve themes based 
around a key question

  The progression tool helps you establish the level of students’ 
knowledge, skills and understanding

  Ready-made lesson plans and resources save valuable preparation time

  All content is linked to the PSHE Programmes of Study for England, the 
Curriculum of Excellence for Scotland, the Personal and Social Education 
Framework for Wales, the Revised Curriculum for Northern Ireland, and SEAL

   Encourages students to link what they are learning to other subjects

  Each book includes a customizable CD-ROM

izenship

tion time

Blank order form page 16, full order form www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/orderform

Blank order form page 16, full order form www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/orderform
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Religion and Life Issues Based on Christianity and Islam: 
WJEC B Unit 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008435 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.99

Religion and Human Experience Based on Christianity and Islam: 
WJEC B Unit 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008506 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.99

  Used separately, each book covers one short course unit. Together, 
these books offer complete coverage of the WJEC B specification

  Author Ina Taylor engages students with an enquiry-led  
approach that encourages debate and thinking

  End-of-unit checks re-cap chapter content and offer practice exam 
questions to help prepare your students for the exam

   Skills Coaching pages familiarize students with exam questions and 
offer practical tips on how to improve exam technique

Makes Religious Studies relevant  
and contemporary

1
4

–
1

6

WJEC B Unit 2 Student Book

Free online teacher support available  
at www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/gcsers. 

Language is clear, 
student-friendly 
and engaging

Case studies and real-life 
examples make the 
study of RE relevant

More on the web...
le 
ers. 
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Philosophy and Ethics GCSE for  
mixed-ability students

Ordering 

Blank order form page 16, full order form 
www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/orderform

Philosophy and Applied Ethics OCR B . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008439 6 . . . . . . . . £16.99

Written to match the speci cation for the OCR B Philosophy and 
Applied Ethics option. As well as covering all the essential content, this 
textbook has an added focus on improving exam skills, familiarizing 
students with exam-style questions and offering tips on how to  
improve exam technique.

  Covers both the short and full course in one book

  Thought-provoking issues and up-to-date real life examples make 
Philosophy and Applied Ethics relevant and contemporary

  In-depth material that gives teachers a choice of 16 topics

1
4

–
1

6

Philosophy and Applied Ethics OCR B Student Book

Material that stimulates 
critical thinking skills

Exam practice feature helps students focus on 
the skills they need to achieve exam success

FFoorr OOCCRR GGCCSSEE

Free online teacher support available  
at www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/gcsers. 

More on the web...
le 
ers.

Libby Ahluwalia has many years’ 
experience as a Religious 
Studies teacher and author, and 
examination experience for a 
major awarding body.

About the author
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Endorsed, relevant and  
contemporary resources for  
Edexcel A GCSE Religious Studies

  Prevent your students from feeling overwhelmed with this  
clear, simple and student-friendly style

  Written to support the Edexcel A speci cation, these full-colour  
resources provide clear and interesting coverage of the  
five most popular units

  Experienced author Ina Taylor’s lively and friendly style  
engages students with an enquiry-led approach that encourages debate and thinking

Exam focus 
  Fully supporting the Edexcel A units

  Special focus on improving exam technique using Skills Coaching pages throughout to familiarize  
students with exam questions

  End-of-unit checks are used to re-cap chapter content and offer practice exam questions

Edexcel A Unit 16 Student Book Edexcel A Unit 1 Student Book

Thought-provoking questions with step-by-step support to stimulate and 
build critical thinking skills needed for question b) on the exam paper

Key words help prepare students 
for question a) on the exam paper

1
4

–
1

6
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ges d

“This book is a breath  

of fresh air. It 
makes  

the study of religions  

real for young 
people. 

Excellent. 
TES review
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Edexcel A Unit 1:
Religion and Life Based on 
Christianity and Islam 

  Believing in God

  Matters of life and death

  Marriage and the family

  Religion and community 
cohesion

Edexcel A Unit 3:
Religion and Life Based on 
Roman Catholic Christianity 

  Believing in God
  Matters of life and death
  Marriage and the family
  Religion and community 
cohesion

Edexcel A Unit 2:
Religion and Life Based on 
Christianity

  Believing in God

  Matters of life and death

  Marriage and the family

  Religion and community 
cohesion

Edexcel A Unit 8:
Religion and Society Based on 
Christianity and Islam 

  Rights and responsibilities

  Environmental and medical issues

 Peace and con ict

 Crime and punishment

Edexcel A Unit 16:
Mark’s Gospel 

  Discipleship

  Con ict and argument

  Death and resurrection

  The identity of Jesus

FREE teacher resources to match the student  
books are available online to help support busy and 
non-specialist RE teachers, including:

  Lesson suggestions

  Editable worksheets

  PowerPoint presentations

  Interactive quizzes

Visit www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/gcsers.

More on the web...

GCSE Revision and Assessment Support for Edexcel
A revision and assessment 
Teacher’s Resource, providing 
support for Edexcel A Unit 1: Religion 
and Life based on Christianity and 
Islam. This perfect accompaniment  
to the student book includes:

   Customizable materials to create 
your own revision guides

  Marked example questions

   Activities with special emphasis  
on differentiated support 

   PowerPoint presentations and 
interactive quizzes

a

t

Ordering 

Religion and Life Based on Christianity 
and Islam: Edexcel A Unit 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008434 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.99

Religion and Life Based on Christianity: 
Edexcel A Unit 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008555 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.99

Religion and Life Based on Roman 
Catholic Christianity: Edexcel A Unit 3 . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008438 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.99

Religion and Society Based on 
Christianity and Islam: Edexcel A Unit 8 . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008436 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.99

Mark’s Gospel: Edexcel A Unit 16  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008561 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.99

Religion and Life Based on Christianity and Islam Revision and Assessment Resource: 
Edexcel A Unit 1 Book and CD-ROM . . . . . . . . . . . . 978 185 008562 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £85.00

Edexcel A Unit 1 Revision and Assessment Resource

34 Chapter 2: Matters of life and death © Oxford University Press (copiable page)

Revision Support

© Oxford University Press (copiable page) Chapter 2: Matters of life and death 35

Revision Support

This is another example of a (d) question:

‘There is no such thing as life after death.’

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion. 

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)

(ii) Explain why some people may disagree with you. (3)

Gursharon wrote:

(i) I am a Christian and I don’t agree with that because Jesus came back from the dead.  1 mark for a brief 

reason The Bible says that on the third day Jesus rose from the dead 1 mark for an expanded reason and he 

did that so people would be granted eternal life with God after they die. 1 mark for a well-explained reason 

(ii) Scientists might say you can’t prove there is life after death because no one has come back from the dead 

to tell us. 1 mark for a brief reason Some think that reports of ghosts and reincarnation are all delusions or 

wishful thinking. 1 mark for a brief reason It is the same with near-death experiences which may be just 

a chemical reaction in the dying brain and not really evidence of life after death.  1 mark for an expanded 

reason

The (d) question asks you to give your own opinion about a statement and then why some people may disagree with you. 

All of your opinions must be backed up with well-argued reasons and include a religious response in the argument.

This is a typical (d) question:

‘Abortion should never be allowed.’

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion. 

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)

(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. (3)

Nic wrote:

(i) I don’t agree because women should be able to choose what happens to their body. 1 mark for a brief 

reason I know the foetus is a potential human life but the woman is already alive and I think her wishes 

should take priority, after all, the foetus may not go to full-term anyway. another mark for an expanded 

reason Some Muslims would agree with me because they can permit an abortion before ensoulment at 120 days. 

1 mark for a brief reason, including reference to a religion 

(ii) Those who do not allow abortion say it is murder. 1 mark for a brief reason Some Christians would agree 

and quote one of the Ten Commandments to support their opinion. another mark for an expanded reason, 

including reference to a religion Others are against abortion because they argue the foetus has a right to life.  

1 mark for a brief reason

2(d) The (d) question: an A grade worked example

The (d) question gives you an opportunity to have your say on a particular topic, which you will need to give reasons for. 

You will also need to say why some people might not agree with you and give their reasons. This is a Religious Studies 

paper so you must include the views of at least one religion.

Marks can be awarded for two brief reasons, but that will only give you 2 out of a possible 3 marks for each part. To get the 

full marks you must expand on each of these reasons with examples.

This is a typical (d) question:

‘The paranormal proves there is life after death.’

In your answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)

(ii) Explain why some people may disagree with you. (3)

Agree/disagree

Reason 1:  ________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Reason 2:  ________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Opposing view

Reason 1:  ________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Reason 2:  ________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 Write out an answer in full then check it using the checklist below, ticking each item off when you have 

covered it.

 Have you made it clear which side you support?

 Have you included two reasons for each side, or one fully developed one?

 Have you explained those reasons fully and given an example perhaps?

 Have you included a religious view and named the religion?

2(d) The (d) question: aiming for an A grade
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The (d) question gives you an opportunity to have your say on a particular topic, which you will need to give reasons for.

You will also need to say why some people might not agree with you and give their reasons. This is a Religious Studies 

paper so you must include the views of at least one religion.

Marks can be awarded for two brief reasons, but that will only give you 2 out of a possible 3 marks for each part. To get the 

full marks you must expand on each of these reasons with examples.

This is a typical (d) question:

‘Thhe paranormal proves there is life after death.’

In yyour answer you should refer to at least one religion.

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. (3)

(ii)) Explain why some people may disagree with you. (3)

Agree/disagree

Reason 1: ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Reason 2: ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Opposing view

Reason 1: ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Reason 2: ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Write out an answer in full then check it using the checklist below, ticking each item off when you have

covered it.

Have you made it clear which side you support?

Have you included two reasons for each side, or one fully developed one?

Have you explained those reasons fully and given an example perhaps?

Have you included a religious view and named the religion?
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Accessible for all AS and A2 students, this in-depth textbook encourages 
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A comprehensive Teacher’s Support Book is also available.
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Natural History of Creation was published anonymously (1844), and this caused a

great deal of excitement; the identity of the author was the subject of much society

debate. This book suggested that there had been some kind of evolution, and that the

existing species had ancestors which were different from themselves. The book was

also keen to point out that God had made the early creatures, and God had made the

laws governing their evolution.

This anonymous book, although the subject of discussion, was not treated as a serious

threat to design arguments, because the ideas in it were presented as hypotheses, as

guesses, without supporting evidence. The author, a man called Robert Chambers, was

an amateur naturalist, and scientists were quick to spot and expose the mistakes which

he made in his reasoning. 

However, when Darwin’s work was published, it was supported by a mass of collected

evidence and examples, and was therefore considered to be far more threatening to

orthodox Christian beliefs. Chambers’ views could be dismissed as wild guesses, but

Darwin’s theory that natural selection had been the cause of the origins of the different

species was supported with data and seemed, to many, to be convincing. Darwin’s

theory was also supported by the new science of geology. Sir Charles Lyell’s work

suggested that the world was millions of years old, not just 6,000 as suggested by the

Bible; and geologists were beginning to find the fossilised remains of creatures which

no longer existed.

Darwin’s theory of evolution through

natural selection was seen as an

important challenge to design

arguments.

According to Darwin’s theory of evolution through natural selection, the different

species we can see in the world today have not always existed in their present form.

When life first began, it was in a very simple molecular form. As it reproduced itself, the

Understanding Philosophy of Religion

To think about

Do you think that Mill is right when he argues that if the world is designed, it must

have been designed by a creator who wants us to be miserable?

Mill argued that if we look at the way

the natural world is designed, we see

that it is full of pain and cruelty. If God

designed the world, this indicates a

cruel God who wants creatures to

suffer.

Mill’s argument, then, is based on the observation that the world is more than just

imperfect – in his view, it is gratuitously cruel. He did not say that the world could not

have been designed; his view was that if it has been deliberately designed, then it does

not point to a perfectly good and loving designer. 

Key point

so if it was made by God, it must have been made by a cruel God.

Design arguments and Darwinism

The work of Charles Darwin is considered by many people to have presented design

arguments with their greatest challenge. For people such as Paley, the complex features

of different plants and animals provided clear evidence of a divine designer. But what

if these features had not always been there? What if there was evidence to suggest that

they had only developed gradually, and that there had been plenty of creatures with

poor design which had not survived? 

Darwin’s famous work The Origin of Species caused a huge storm when it was first

published, but his theory of evolution did not come completely out of the blue. Fifteen

years before Darwin published The Origin of Species, a book called Vestiges of the

Understanding Philosophy of Religion

Key term

Natural
selection – the

process by which

evolution is said

to take place,

through the

survival of the

fittest who pass

on their genes to

the next

generation.

Edexcel Understanding Philosophy of Religion Student Book

AQA Understanding Philosophy of Religion Student Book

This in-depth resource helps students to think philosophically and 
develop their own arguments and opinions. Accessible for all AS 
and A2 students, with a matching Teacher’s Support Book, 
providing extensive notes and support.

Ordering 
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Natural History of Creation was published anonymously (1844), and this caused a

great deal of excitement; the identity of the author was the subject of much society

debate. This book suggested that there had been some kind of evolution, and that the

existing species had ancestors which were different from themselves. The book was

also keen to point out that God had made the early creatures, and God had made the

laws governing their evolution.

This anonymous book, although the subject of discussion, was not treated as a serious

threat to design arguments, because the ideas in it were presented as hypotheses, as

guesses, without supporting evidence. The author, a man called Robert Chambers, was

an amateur naturalist, and scientists were quick to spot and expose the mistakes which

he made in his reasoning. 

However, when Darwin’s work was published, it was supported by a mass of collected

evidence and examples, and was therefore considered to be far more threatening to

orthodox Christian beliefs. Chambers’ views could be dismissed as wild guesses, but

Darwin’s theory that natural selection had been the cause of the origins of the different

species was supported with data and seemed, to many, to be convincing. Darwin’s

theory was also supported by the new science of geology. Sir Charles Lyell’s work

suggested that the world was millions of years old, not just 6,000 as suggested by the

Bible; and geologists were beginning to find the fossilised remains of creatures which

no longer existed.

Darwin’s theory of evolution through

natural selection was seen as an

important challenge to design

arguments.

According to Darwin’s theory of evolution through natural selection, the different

species we can see in the world today have not always existed in their present form.

When life first began, it was in a very simple molecular form. As it reproduced itself, the

Understanding Philosophy of Religion
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on their genes to

the next

generation.
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A Level Philosophy and Ethics to life
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