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Although you haven’t been learning French for long, you will be able to work out some new words just because they look identical or similar to English words. These words are called cognates.

But beware of false friends (faux amis) – words that look or sound like English words but don’t mean the same!
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1
Read the text and underline all the cognates (words that are similar to English words).

Salut, je m’appelle Gaëlle. J’ai douze ans. Mon anniversaire, c’est 
le six novembre. C’est ma fête préférée. Pendant la journée, on 
célèbre ensemble: mes parents, mon frère, mes cousins et mes 
grands-parents! J’adore mes grands-parents — ils sont 
sympathiques! Je mange mon gâteau et je reçois des cadeaux. 
C’est super! Le soir, je vais au cinéma avec mes copains pour voir 
un film. Moi, j’aime les films romantiques! Mes parents et mon frère 
restent à la maison, c’est mieux comme ça!



2a
Find these three false friends in the text and circle them.

la journée ____________
sympathiques ___________
   restent _____________



2b
Look them up in a dictionary. Write their meanings.



3
Are there any words in the text that you don’t understand? Look them up in a dictionary and write their meanings in the table below.

	French
	English




4
Look back at Unit 2 in the Clic! 1 Students’ Book or En solo and see if you can find other examples of cognates and false friends. 



























