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Feuille 13

Feuille 13 - Stratégies

In this unit, you’ve learnt how to...

Lecture

1
Use what you already know to help you work out the meaning of a text.

(
Look at page 173 in the Students’ Book (Lecture A). What can help you understand the text? Is the heading helpful? Do the photos help you work out what it is about? What sort of text is it?
2
Understand the main points in a text although you don’t understand all of the words. 

(
Read through the text on page 173 once. What is it about? Summarise its main point in a sentence in English.


3
Use different strategies when reading a text containing unfamiliar words. 

(
Find these words and phrases in the text.

encombrées   lignes ferroviaires   en toute sécurité   de haute altitude   sauvages   
inaccessibles   une cinquantaine   autorails 

(
Which are similar to English? Which belong to the same family as other French words you may know? 

(
Try to work out their meanings using the strategies you’ve learnt.

4
Concentrate on what the task asks you to do with the text.  

(
Different texts lend themselves to different tasks. For signs, notices, ads, small ads, leaflets, posters, etc.  you are likely to be asked for details, so read all the words carefully. For longer texts, articles, messages, emails, etc. you are more likely to be asked for the main points and perhaps some obvious details.

5
Read a longer text for gist first, then go back to the text for details. 

(
Practise this by reading through Lecture B on page 174 once. Make a note of what you think the key words/phrases are. Read the activity instructions carefully as they may contain clues. Re-read the text thoroughly, several times if necessary, making sure you understand all the words in order to do the task.

À l’écoute

1
Anticipate the type of vocabulary you will hear before listening.

(
You’ve been invited to a debate in a French school. The theme is: ‘Country life versus city life’. Look at the words and phrases below. Which do you think will relate to country and which to city life?


bruyant   calme   moche   mort    rien à faire   plein de distractions

(
Can you think of other words/phrases that are likely to come up in the debate? Work with a partner and make a list.
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2
To identify people’s opinion properly when listening, pay attention to the little words which may affect meaning.

(
Decide which sentence is in favour of city life.


plus ... and ne ... plus: 
J’aime plus la vie en ville.
Je n’aime plus la vie en ville. 


ne ... plus and ne... que:
Je n’aime plus la vie en ville.
Je n’aime que la vie en ville.

(
Start a list of other important small words which can affect meaning at the back of your exercise book.

(
Listen to extracts from the debate. For each person, say which ‘camp’ they belong to: country or city?

(
What would your contribution to this debate be? Exchange views with a partner.























































































The key word is read, read, read! Read French magazines for teenagers: Okapi, Phosphore, Science et Vie Junior, Géo Ado.


Read French books and readers in simple French (your school library should have some).


Visit French and French-speaking websites, e.g. www.tv5.org


Read messages from a penfriend and write back: letters/emails/MSN, etc.





STUDY TIP
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