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Intercultural understanding: how can Clic! help? 
You can’t communicate really effectively unless you have some understanding of the culture behind the words you use.The revised programme of study for the renewed KS3 curriculum for MFL tells us that Intercultural Understanding is a key concept underpinning the study of languages. When planning Clic!, we all agreed that intercultural understanding should not be a bolt-on to language work. We wanted pupils to learn about France and the French-speaking world naturally as they learn the language. 

We chose Paris as the setting for Clic! 2. Six video episodes show British teenager Joe visiting his French friend Max and being introduced to the city. We see famous Paris landmarks, local shops and transport in Max’s quartier, and different aspects of life for young French teenagers so that pupils become aware of similarities with their own lives and home area and recognise differences.

The Student’s book links to the video. For instance, tips to Joe on how to be polite lead to a quiz on French table manners. A follow-up activity where pupils write their own Top 10 good table manners for a foreign visitor to their country encourages them to reflect on customs in France and Britain. 

When writing a Student’s book, there are never enough pages to include everything you would like!  Most things need to serve more than one purpose. So in Unit 2 of CLIC! 2 teenagers talking about their heroes allows il/elle + perfect tense to be introduced, while at the same time pupils learn about pop singer Jenifer, footballer and anti-racist campaigner Lilian Thuram and inventor Louis Braille. Plural forms are presented in a cartoon-strip about the French Resistance during World War 2 (link with Unit 18 of the QCA Scheme of Work for History). Work on adjectives and describing appearance is presented via a visit to le Musée Grévin, which also provides an opportunity to find out about some famous French heroes from goalkeeper Fabien Barthez to Général de Gaulle.

Topics are chosen to be varied and age-appropriate: childhood crazes, a historical theme park, average pocket money in different European countries, sports champions, etc.

Regular features of Clic! 2 are designed to provide material suitable for intercultural understanding work:

● each unit opens with images and key facts (e.g. about leisure facilties) which pupils compare with their own situation;

● Clic! s’amuse contains cultural information for light relief: idioms (What does Tu es dans la lune! mean?), rhymes, tongue-twisters, proverbs, jokes and brain-teasers;

● Clic! podcast replaces the Clic! 1 videos. In this audio-only section, French teenagers talk about aspects of their life, pulling together the language of the unit.

● LECTURE pages cover a range of topics from Marie-Antoinette to modern-day BD heroes like Astérix and Lucky Luke. The wider Francophone world is covered with articles on Martinique, Morocco and Burkina Faso.

In unit 6, the year’s work ends with une mégafête internationale. Pupils learn about an international festival organised by a French class and then research and prepare their own.

There are many opportunities for intercultural understanding  in Clic! – we hope you will use and enjoy them!

Amicalement,

Sue


1

