AS/A Level English Language and Literature
Fewer units for examination, so less pressure on students and teachers – there’s more time to really get to grips with the texts and unit focuses on offer. 
Some lovely choices of texts in the AS Speaking Voices unit, ranging from the more 'traditional' (but nonetheless rich) choices for KS5 study such as 'Heart of Darkness' to the wonderful 'The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time'.
Internally assessed unit ‘Changing Texts’ looks fascinating…especially the chance to explore and create multi-modal texts. Possible opportunities here to examine some of the recent graphic novel film adaptations like 'Sin City' and 'V for Vendetta'?
AS/A English Language 
Another four-unit course, two internal and two externally assessed again. Accessibly and sensibly structured, with A2 units building on AS units as per other syllabuses. The coursework/internally assessed A2 Media Language unit looks particularly absorbing - students are encouraged to compare and analyse one spoken, one written and one multi-modal text linked by theme or topics, then produce an original piece with commentary.  Challenging but exciting study!  Comparing print based car advertising, TV/film car adverts and Top Gear or other such popular programmes maybe? Reviews of 'Halo', the actual game itself and the potential upcoming film version?
AS/A English Literature 
All the appropriate authors are healthily represented, allowing teachers to draw upon resources and expertise already in departments, with the additions of some exciting choices for 2012 especially, like 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' on the AS Unit on Poetry and Prose 1800-1945.
AS Unit on Literature post-1900 has the interesting option of either close reading of a section of their chosen text OR the chance to do some 're-creative’ writing with commentary based on one literary text.

A2 Unit Texts in Time will allow students to truly follow their own interests (three texts of their choice, one poetry, one prose and any other) The spec suggests some great potential for the grouping of texts such as writing from other cultures, gothic writing and travel writing. 
A syllabus that will prepare students well for possible undergraduate study. 
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