Review of “GCSE English for OCR”, “GCSE English Language for OCR” and “English Literature for OCR”.
We were really impressed with the OCR student text books for GCSE English, English Language and English Literature in the English Department at St Thomas More.  We have only recently converted to OCR and so the clear, easy-to-follow structure of the books will make the courses easy to explain and deliver to students.  The “Contents” pages clearly outline all of the units and inform students and teachers alike of the Assessment Objectives being covered in each unit and the type and weighting of assessment for each unit.  Each of the chapters contain sections which advise students of the requirements of each part of each of the specifications and useful, targeted advice on preparing for exams and Controlled Assessments, which, with the introduction of Controlled Assessments this year, are very helpful in informing students of the importance of these assessments.  The opening of each chapter provides a useful “Learning Checklist” to familiarise students with the Assessment Objectives to be covered and skills required. Those all-important “Examiner’s tips” are also contained which give students a real examiner’s perspective and make a change from the teacher telling students what to do. The overall presentation of the books are colourful and invite students to complete relevant, focused tasks in preparation for their Controlled Assessments and exams in a non-threatening, non-confrontational way which puts students at their ease.  These texts will certainly cater for students of all levels of ability.          
Review of Ox Box Demo Disk
The contents and features of the OxBox demo disk look interesting and would appear to make the teaching of the three specifications easy and straight-forward to deliver.  The OxBox contains a range of colourful, clear and easy-to-read PowerPoint presentations which detail how and when to approach each of the Controlled Assessments, focusing on both skills and content.  Our department were particularly impressed by the way in which each Unit could be customised to the department by adding extra electronic resources which may already be in use and storing them on the OxBox.  Using a resource toolbar, teachers could then maximise all resources needed in the course of a particular lesson at the click of a button.  Electronic resources could be retrieved easily by topic, chapter, lesson, key word or even page number if used alongside the OUP text books – this would aid teachers in delivering effective, engaging and seamless lessons.  Our department all agree that relying on computers to deliver lessons can sometimes have pitfalls but the use of the OxBox provides teachers with an organised, clear, effective tool with which to deliver skills and content in a dynamic, inspiring way.      
