Nicola Ashton has been teaching English and Media since September 2000.  She was a Media examiner for several years and is currently Head of Year 9 at a mixed comprehensive in Bromley, Kent.  Nicola enjoys the variety of teaching across the age spectrum and loves surprising students with unusual hands-on lessons to keep them (and herself!) engaged and on their toes!  Nicola is completely new to book publishing and has thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of writing for the OCR/OUP books. 
Jane Blackburn has had an extensive teaching career, including 19 years as Head of English at a top secondary school in South Yorkshire.  She now divides her time between the UK and Spain and her teaching is focused both on the English curriculum and teaching English as a foreign language.  Throughout her career, Jane has found English teachers to be incredibly dedicated, enthusiastic, creative and overworked!   Her main motivation in writing for Teachit is to share resources which have worked well in the classroom for her and to help reduce the burden for others.  
Eliza Ekstein graduated from Leeds in 1995 with a distinction at MA level in English Literature. Having spent time teaching in France and Spain, she began her UK teaching career at a sixth form college in Rotherham in 1997, where she spent three happy years. She moved to Harrogate in 2000 to take up a post at Ashville College.  Eliza fervently believes that, especially up to KS4, creativity and analysis go hand-in-hand. Her hobbies include her own creative writing (she has had work produced by the BBC and the West Yorkshire Playhouse) and ‘making random things out of vintage textiles’.
Annie Fox worked as an actor and as an assistant in a literary agency before undertaking her PGCE.  While her children were small she worked part-time at a local school, then moved to a large inner London sixth form college. In the evenings, she completed an MA in 'Women, Gender and Writing.'  She is now Curriculum Team Leader for Drama at an inner London comprehensive, where she also teaches English, and is Lead Teacher for Gifted and Talented Pupils.  She is passionate about the theatre and is particularly excited about finding ways of using Drama to teach a variety of subjects.

Liz Hanton has been a Teachit contributor since January 2001, and is currently working as an AST in Literacy and English at Riverside Business and Enterprise College, Leicester. Liz has been teaching for 10 years and her main interests are using ICT and Technology to enhance learning and finding ways of making English kinaesthetic. Liz loves the Eureka moment when students ‘get it’ and apply what they have learned to something new. In her free time she enjoys literature, reading, the detective genre and theatre.
Joanne Irving completed a BA (Hons) in English in Northern Ireland (1999) and since she loves her subject it was a natural step for her to fall into teaching (“with my eyes wide open,” she says, “– I come from a family of teachers!”).   She went on to complete her PGCE at Newcastle (2000).  She is now working as a Secondary English Teaching and Learning Consultant for Northumberland LA – “a little daunting and very different but I’m loving every minute and the fact that you get to see so many schools and approaches”.  She is studying part-time for an MA at Durham. 

Garrett O’Doherty taught for ten years in comprehensives in the south east before taking up a consultancy role with the LEA.  He enjoyed a wide range of roles and responsibilities, including HoD and Assistant Headteacher.  Above all he favoured the classroom experience most and worked as a county based Lead Teacher of English and then as a Lead Practitioner with the SSAT.  His association with Teachit dates back to 2005 when he first submitted resources he was already using in the classroom and he is surprised and delighted by the considerable CPD opportunities it has created for him subsequently. 
Mel Peeling is currently Head of English at Gordano School on the outskirts of Bristol. She had always aspired to teach and loves the variety of the job and the buzz of making a real impact on young people's future prospects and direction: “There's nothing like seeing a surly sixteen year old smile because they're genuinely enjoying learning or thrilled with what they've achieved.”  Mel has been a Teachit contributor since 2002 and really enjoys the creativity and the intellectual challenge of making resources both exciting and accessible.
Alison Ross has always combined secondary English teaching with English as a Foreign Language, since plunging in as a complete novice in Sicily in the 1970s. She has been an enthusiastic part of the development of Language teaching at A Level since its earliest days. The desire to write took a side-step into stand-up comedy in the 1990s, then to the calmer waters of storytelling. She has published books for A Level Language and Lang Lit, and her current fascinations are spoken language, forensic linguistics and child language acquisition. She runs INSET courses for teachers as well as occasional study days for students. 

Christine Shaw Smith taught in Derbyshire schools for 33 years, starting at John Port, Etwall, then moving to be Head of English at Chellaston, Derby. She has been a Teachit contributor since the early days.  Christine took early retirement in 2007.  She now spends her time ‘catching up on all those novels I meant to read’, and work part time in the voluntary sector, for a charity called Lighthouse which helps local young people, and as a guide/ assistant education officer at the historic Strutt's North Mill in Belper, where she can continue to use her teaching skills.
Angela Topping is an experienced teacher who has worked in both FE and secondary schools. She is the author of three solo poetry collections and two student guides for Greenwich Exchange on A level texts. Her poetry for children has been widely published. She is married with two grown-up daughters and has recently left full time teaching to become a freelance writer and educational facilitator. She has contributed to a number of Teachit projects and really enjoys sharing her work with other teachers.
Carmel Waldron has lived in the Liverpool area since 1973.  She became a mature student when her children both went to school and began teaching in 1980.  She was Head of English for sixteen years and then retired, continuing to work part-time teaching A level before finally handing over her official laptop in July 2008. Carmel has continued to write resources for students and more recently she has also written children’s fiction, some of which is being published.  She has also written or adapted several musicals and now runs Formby Youth Theatre, so she can stay in touch with teenagers.

