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Can you fill in the blanks in this Zookeeper’s Diary using the correct special synonyms? Each blank space has a number, which corresponds to one of the clues below. 
If you need help finding the answers, look up the underlined clue words (eg lion) in your thesaurus.
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1. young lions
2. female lions
3. a group of lions

4. the fur collar on a male lion
5. an animal’s foot
6. a female tiger
7. an animal that eats meat

8. a group of monkeys
9. a group of gorillas

10.a diet that doesn’t include meat
Your animal diary
Now write your own diary entry for someone who works with animals, for example a zookeeper, farmer, or vet. 
Try to use as many special terms for animals or birds as you can. You will find lists of special synonyms in the word web panels for animal, bird, farm, and group, as well as in thesaurus entries for particular animals, such as cat, dog, and cattle.

[image: image3.wmf]Write your diary entry in the blank page below. When you have finished, draw a picture of one of the animals you have written about in the space at the bottom of the page.



















Monday





My first job was to check on the new lion [1]_________. They were playing with the [2]______________ in their enclosure. There is one male lion in the [3]___________. He has been ill recently. His [4]________ is looking a bit scraggy and he has a sore front [5]_________. The zoo vet is coming to look at him later today.  Next door, the [6]_____________ was still asleep. I will return to feed her later. All the big cats are [7]______________ and need lots of fresh meat.  





After that, it was time to clean out the monkey house. Our small [8]___________ of monkeys certainly make a lot of mess! Then I prepared some food for the [9]_____________ of gorillas. Their diet is mainly [10]_______________________, although they do like to munch insects for a treat!  











Monday





My first job was  ___________________________________________________  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________
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